',Ce'ntury old art thrives

By SHIRLEE IDEN

“With a punch needle and nylon
thread, Ursula Olsen-Madden does oil
painting in yarn.

That'’s what many people call the
stitchery craft of Japanese bunka em-
broidery.

Actually, the “peedle” is a hollow
metal tube with an ‘apparatus at the
end by which the craftsperson manipu-
lates the buoyant nylon thread.

Mrs, Olsen-Madden has been manip-
ulating those tools and materials for
five years now. She is the only bunka

Joan Dickerson Peters’ of Laﬂ:rup Village’s Kubuki or | lion dancer

has its own ﬂuwmg mane.

Community Chorus
stages first concert

The Farmington Area Community
Chorus, formed last fall under the di-
rection of Jim Whitten and underwrit-
ten by Farmington Hills Parks and
Recreation Department, stages its first
concert Sunday, Dec. 21.

The curtain goes up for “That Extra
Special Season” at 2:30 p.m. in Harri-
son.Centre for the Performing Arts, in
Harrison High School, 29995 12 Mile
Road.

Admission is $2 for adults, or $1 for

. children and seniors, at the door.

Whitten is former director for The
Kendallarks, who brought the seasoned
and talented members of that group to
form the nucleus of the new chorus.

“We'll have about 35 on stage,” Whit-
ten'said. “They are a variety of ages
runping from young teens fo retired
grandparents.”

WHITTEN'S format and philosophy
for the new group is the same as it was
when he directed The Kendallarks, who
were known for making “fun musie.”

“The accent was always on bringing
wgemer people who enjoyed making
music for people who enjoyed hearing
good music,” he said.

Though much of the concert will be
devated to traditional holiday music.

P

specialty aets, comedy skits, music
from “Superman”-and “The Muppets”
will be incorporated into the afternoon
program.

Numbers by soloists, duets and a new
barbershop quartet will also be on the
playbill,
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charge.

@ Ho ho ho

|all ye jocks & klutzes.
Make Christmas special this year. Give your
fl favorite jock or klurz the gifr of comfort. A
M cozy warm-up suir from Tennis Time.
@ Ii's the perfecr ourfip.for loungmg around
the house, decoronng ihe mee; playing
rennis or running emands.
" And when you buy a Chrisimas present-ar
Tennis Time, we'l giff wrap ir ar no exira

If's our way of saying Memy Chrisrmas.
Hours: Monday through Fndcy il 9.00
-Sarurday 1il 600

Tennis nme

S E Comer Maple & Lohser
B\rm\nghom, Michigon
64644
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The Perfecb Gift IeSportsac

LeSportaac bags are the
affordable gift everyone

WGnnwoamsmndnew
callad

wants. These
carefree bags come in all
gizes and beautiful colors
starting as low as gix dollara.
‘Wa also carry & uniqus iine
of clothing & acoessories
to complement your bags.
80 start your holiday

: shopping at Le8portsaa...

... you oould fintsh there, tool

§ . thor'phmhm!.'nnwu':»

Troy, Michigan 48084
Fhone: 313 640 1660

emrmdery instructor in !he state of
Michigan
“I'learned it in upper state New
York,” she explains.

“You have to be sponsored by your
teacher and have 60 pictures judged.
Only then can you get a license to teach

bunka.”

All of the needed.materials can be
purchased locally, but t.hey are Impnrt-
-ed from Japan.

“The art is only 50 years old in this
country, but in Japan it’s centuries
old,” she says. -

“The instructions are all in Japa-
nese,” she said.-“My husband can read
" Japanese and I can decipher the in-
structions because I have done so many
many pictures.”

ANOTHER requirement for getting
her instructor's license was that Mrs.
Olsen-Madden had to design an eriginal
pattern for a bunka embroidery piece.

“You get a certificate and a stamp
when you are accepted as an instrue-
tor,” she says.

Teaching for about one year, she al-
ready has about 100 students including
men, woman and young people.

She conducts classes at MeDonnel
Towers and at the Department of
Parks and Recreation.

Mrs. Olsen-Madden also will teach
small groups of five to 10 persons pri-
vately by special arrangement.

A Southfield resident, she was born
in the Black Forest of Germany. Her
husband, Joseph,.is retired from the
U.S. Air Force. They have two teenag-
ers, Erica and Michael.

“Unlike regular embroidery, you
can’t put it on wearing apparel’ and

. have to be very careful not to get it

wet.

“Both my daughter and my husband
do bunka embroidery,” she said.

“It’s not just for women at all.”

Mrs. Olsen-Madden says the craft is
not hard to Jearn at all.

“It's very easy to correct mistakes,
but the finished pictures must be
framed under glass,” she says.
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Rhea Bass works on her bunka emhrmr]ery pattern as Ursula Qlsen-Madden, the state's

only bunka teacher, comments.

club circuit

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RE-
TIRED PERSONS, Farmil Hills

out in Mercy Center on 11 Mile Road
east of Road. The events

Chapter, meets for a holiday party at
1:30 p.m. Friday in the downstairs
room of Farmington Hills Community

+ Library on 12 Mile Road. Entertain-

ment for the afternoon will come from
the Dancing Grandmothers from Dear-
born.

DETROIT STORY LEAGUE is host-
ed by Farmington resident Dinghy
Sharp when the group meets at noon,
Saturday, Dec. 20.

The members invite guests to join
them for an afternoon of seasonal sto-
ries by calling Linda Aldrich, 420-2588.

“Shup Windows" is the theme for the
day in keeping with the group’s 1980-
81-season theme of windows.

Workshop for the day will be led by
the hostess, called “Peeping into Shop
Windows Brings VlSans of St. Nicho-
las.”

THE GATHERING PLACE hosts
two holiday parties before the month is

are open to all senior adults, who are
asked to enter the center from Gate 4.

“A Holiday Party” begins at 1 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 23 and includes enter-
tainment from The Twelve Tones of
Farmington High School, treats from
Santa Claus, door prizes and surprises.

Reservations must be made in per-
son for guests who will be staying for
dinner.

The New Year’s Eve party runs from
1-3 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31. There is
no charge, and reservations are not re-
quired for seniors to drop in, listen or
dance to the Farmington Senior Adult
Band, and sample from the hors
d'oeuvres and sweet tables.

Another special holiday afternoon of
entertainment in The Gathering Place
is provided by Ivan Westover, who
makes up Smiley’s One Man Band. Smi-
ley is back by popular demand, at 1
p.m,, Monday, Dec. 22.

The Gathering Place is open from 10
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. weekdays. All events
scheduled are listed in “The Senior

Comibine superlative leather with classic styling, and what do
you get? Simply this— the luxurious facile clutch from Anne
Klein tor Calderon! Wonderfully soft, with delicate shirring
and a drop-in shoulder strap. In black, plum or grey; #86.

In Handbag Collections, —where we are all

the things you are..gifts just right for you!

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge, Troy ® Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn

Messenger,” which can be picked up in
‘The Gathering Place without charge.

BECH ACHIM SISTERHOOD an-
nounces plans for Institute Day, a
morning of Jewish art, music and liter-
ature, which begins at 10 a.m. Monday,
Jan. 18 in the synagogue, 21100 12 Mile
Road.

Reservations are necessary and are
being taken now by calling Miliie
Rosenbloom, 357-0575.

Committeewomen for the day have
lined up three speakers.

Ruth Lefkowitz, a docent at the De-
troit Institute of Art, will talk on “The
Jewish Connection at the Detroit Insti-
tute of Art.” .

Cantor Chaim Najman of Congrega-
tion Shaarey Zedek will discuss Jewish
music and sing some cantorial melo-
dies,

Dr. Lila Goldman, pmfessur of Eng-
lish at Wayne State University, will

speak on Jewish literature.
Lillian Katz, chairman of the lunch-
eon, invites all sisterhood members and
guests to enjoy lunch, followed by the
afternoon program, “Amateur Night at
Littman's Theatre.” The original musi-
cal comedy was written by Lil Sklar,
directed by Gere Oliva, and features
guest performers along with members |
of the sisterhood’s drama and choral +
groups. .
Jackye Drapkin and Mrs. Rosen- .
baum are co-chairmen of the sister-
hood's Adult Education Committee.
Esther Rosenblum is vice president
of education and Judy Phillips is the
sisterhood president. :

ALL CLUB news and announcements
for this column are to be addressed to
Club Circuit, Farmington Observer,
23352 Farmington Road, Farmington, :
48024, and must arrive on the Monday -
prior to Thursday publication. b
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5%1050% OFF

RIGINAL PRICES S
ON SL[ EC TED MERCHANDISE H
Ladies’Sportswear
Jaeger at I. Miller
Somerset Mall
Big Beaver Road _
At Coolidge
Troy. Mrchlgan 48084
(313)643-6551_

Open Sundays Noon to 5:00 BM.




