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The long season of political campaigning created
a bad habit. We acted as if denouncing someone was
the most important thing we could do: _

Now a shopping season with music and décora-
tions surrounding us creates a befter habit. We seek
tangible gifts to show we care. § .

The old plea about keeping the holiday spirit all
year long can be restated. Holiday sentiments be-
come tough-minded convictions which are morally
solid.

We fought for divisive principles in politics. Some
wag has said, “We would rather fight for our princi-
ples than live by them.” . 5 .

We can both fight for and live by holiday princi-
ples, which are inclusive. Each faith group en-
courages devotees to act on ideas of peace and jus-
tice in actuat deeds of kindness.

one family.

wrong.

way.”

CHANGING A HABIT requires a decision. New
intentions ‘become new willpower. Holidays invite
. us to decide we have the will to act as if humanity is

Lights on Christmas. trees and menorahs symbol-
ize divine presence as a light enabling humans to
see truth. The truth is that families stay together .
only by respect in a context of differences. The mo-
rality deep in our December holidays is respecting
others exactly where they seem to us to be most

‘The holiday spirit is to affirm others. Next comes
the old truism, “Where there’s a will, there’s a

The way to respect and affirming is to turn our

someont

—Genuine ’respect allows for differences

backs on the old habit of blaming someone as if
blame could solve a problem.

OUR OLD HABIT was to view our principles as
absolute truth. Denouncing those who disagree is a
plitical game, not a moral act. .

Not a single one of our faverite controversial is-
sues will be settled by denouncing. We need the will
to seek solutions for-problem pregnancies, the wel-
fare system, excessive government regulation, in-
flation devaluing financial resources, waste, unem-
ployment, and international tensions.

The will to change a habit is a decision and the
way to do so is self discipline. It is in our self inter-
est to insist on goals so large that solving my con-
cern will at the same time solve the problem of

e with whom I disagree.

moral
e ffperspectives
> Rev. Charles
~ Erickson

Holiday sentiment is kindness without concern to
agree with each other. Holiday morality ‘is
transforming these feelings into the will to respect
others. The words of our principles must either be
big enough to be inclusive or be snowed under by
the willpower in our deeds of sharing.
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