‘Pat Bordman

Growing stages reflected
in toys of budding beings

Fourth in a five-part series on toys.

Fortunately, the choice of toys need not be left entirely to
serendipity. Children have basic needs within age groupings.
Toys fit into four major categories. Simply match the child’s
. needs with an-appropriate toy from one of the categories and
* you'll not be far off. The choice of toy will depend in large mea-
sure on the age, maturity, and dexterity of the child. _
i Eventhechild 8 through 11 who seems to be.outgrowing the toy
* store is still interested in dramatic play through the production of
plays, manipulation of marionettes and hand puppets, or cos-
tumes. .
maturity and of behavior allows the child
to be an even better imitator. His or her self-acceptance and
strengthened friendship circle lend themselves to dramatizations.
Toys from the category of imitation and imagination are often
prized at this stage.

BY MIDDLE elementary school years, children have mastered
mechanics of reading and mathematics and can now turn their
energies to problem solving, and the intricacies of codes, secret
passwords, and mystery.

Social games and toys are therefore especially meaningful.
Board games that require strategy and planning and where sev-
eral children can take part are welcome.

The youngster at this stage is usually just beginning to develop
an mterest in hobbies and collecucns The third category of toys,

ive, includes 1 1 items to encourage this ac-
tivity. Scrapbooks, carpentry sets, jewelry making kits, chemis-
try sets, models, all provide an opportunity for the expression of
ideas and trying out new and more complicated skills.

Perhaps the biggest characteristic of children 8-11 is their
abundance of energy. They seem always ready to take chances
with their bikes, forever moving, ready for action.

‘The final category of toys, action toys, is right up their alley.
Any sporting equipment is prized. Balls, dart games, ping pong,
roller skates, stilts, pogo sticks (yes, lhey still sell them), skates
all aid physical development and contribute to well balanced fun.

Other suggestions: books and records, magic trick sets, printing
press, weaving frame, racing cars, maps and globes, camera, les-
sons in a special area of interest.
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Be wary of eye- popping gifts

When shopping for children’s holiday
gifts, beware of those that pose threats
to eyes, cautions the National Society
to Prevent Blindness.

More than 5,000 eye injuries were
linked to toys last year and nearly two-
thirds of these accidents were suffered
by children under 15.

BB guns, darts and bows and arrows
were responsible for another 1,100 eye
injuries among youngsters in this age
range. : -

“Ninety percent of all eye injuries
are preventable,” noted Virginia S.
Boyce, executive director of the Na-
tional Society. “Safety conscious adults
can protect children from eye damage
— and in some cases loss of an eye —
by picking toys and games carefully

and by teaching youngsters how to play
wisel

“Hohday gifts hopefully will bring
children many hours of enjoyment and
help expand their knowledge all year
long, without ]eapardmng their well-
bei’g,” Mrs. Boyce added.

Playthings with projectiles have
been proven dangerous to eyes and
'should be avoided, she warned.

Figures from a 1979 U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission survey of
hospital emergency rooms indicate
that children under 15 were the victims
of:

+ An estimated 184 eye injuries from
slingshots or sling-propelled toys. !

* Nearly 82 percent of the 136 eye
injuries related to toy guns and other
foy weapon with projectiles.
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» 78 percent of the 1,273 eye injuries
associated with gas, air or spring-oper-
ated guns.

Eye damage also can result from
toys and games with less apparent haz-
ards. Building sets, skateboard and bat-
tery-operated toys were a few of those
sesponsible for eye injuries last year,
primarily among children under 15.

In some cases, the child may be too
young to handle a toy. Often, foo, play

the toy? Does he or she take a “harm-
less” toy and make it dangerous (for
example, by pulling rubber tips off
darts?) Do older children keep their
more complicated toys out of reach of
younger brothers and sisters? When
dangers are explained, does the child;
acknowledge and avoid them?

“Remember these plagtime tips and
safegaurd your child’s sight — during’
the holidays and through the year,”
Mrs. Boy

gets rough and

hurt themselves or playmates.

Most of these eye injuries happen
when children are not supervised. It's
important that parents show their chil-
dren how to use their gifts properly, the
society cautioned. .

Does the child understand how to use

The National Society to Prevent
Blindness, established in 1908, is the!
oldest vnlun!ary health agency nation-
ally engaged in prevenung blindness-
through community service programs,
public and pro[sslonal education and
research.

Show

wins

national

award

Mon.Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 1-5

WSTAINEDG S o
. SUPPLIES

The Rev. Clifford Rutkowski, chair-
man of the Communication Arts De-
partment of St. Mary's College in Orc-
hard Lake, was awarded a certificate
of merit for one of the programs he
hosted on his weekly radio show, “Mer-
ry-Go-Round.”

The award was presented to him by
UNDA, the National Association of
Catholic Broadcasters and Allied Com-
municators. The award winning pro-
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Is it wrong
to fall in
love with
a mink
coat? Is it
asinto
become
unstable’
overa
sable?
It happens whenever a
woman meets George
Tunis. And that’s fine, as far
as George is concerned.
Because George is con-
cemed. As head designer.
for Bricker-Tunis Furs, he
takes a personal (some
might say fanatical) interest
in_every detail it takes to
create -a fur that’s as indi-
vidual as the woman who
wears it.

Meet Geor
and fall in Iove

rge

your measurements. The
choicest pelts are then
selected and applied with
the newest fur-cutting
techniques. Here you're fit-
ted not only for size but pro-
portion. And here the all-
important factor of posture
is noted and sculpted into
place.

A coat is born.

Now it's in the hands of the
finishers, Bricker-Tunis’
master furriers. Here, stitch |
byssilken stitch, their years of
skill and dedication
transform a working model
into a work of art.

Finally, you.
And now youTe ready for
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Tek h at Franklin Road
e e / That’s why George
] doesn’t do things the usual
WINDOW DECOR . .
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WE WILL BEAT YOUR you come to usfor acustom
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ARE YOU Before the beginning: Art Brlcker. p]ace Soft Sensuous. Yours..
sllgll_lﬂﬁlggoo:n Before George even beginsthe design, ArtBrickerstepsin. 1 2Very elegant detail, down to the
; ' o : . ; illh sewn-in monogram. George has

JEWELRY? - Art'syears of experience and his knowledge of furs will help done it again. Youte in |

We have 35 years I make your choice not only easier, but a more valuable in- - done itagain. Youre in love.

experience in the l” vestment, too. He takes the time to “learn” you: the way ~ LOVe: continu,ed. | ) )

. gz:::::: of: youlive, walk, sit. What kind of wear the coat will receive. Of course, there.s much mf)re tolove at Bricker-Tunis Furs |
+ Gold Jewelry o MO A Your preference in collar and sleeve styles. Only after that than custom design. There'samodern fur Vf’“lt aslarge 58 g
L ateneS tones e e are you ready for the next step. small Fort Knox. There are other top designer names in

SEEUS FORA Gomplatatine of Graber Products . ready-to-wear fur lines. There’s a fabulous selection. And |}

FREE AI;P?IMBB';'L oo madiaton, Froe Pea " The model approach, by George. we're ready to show it all to you in what is undoubtedly the |}

ROl . WNDOW DECOR Now an exact canvas model of the garment is made from  only fur centre of its kind in this area outside New York.
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