!u!'é a domino. Notice the dots

* dlonig its surface. Then im-

i’ﬁﬁemm)urmedso they can be felt
Yy'thé fingers of the blind. It may help
‘ridérstand the idea behind Braille,
mefliod used by the blind to read. -
1824 an inventive, blind French
téetuger named Louis Braille came up
ith the idea of a cell of six dots, ar-
in many different ways to equal
ke letters of the alphabet.

_Hia idea had such permanent value
um today a group of women meets
““each week in Carl Sandburg Library in

" Livonla to help the blind take advan- .

tagdof the system of raised dots devel-
" opéd By.young Braille. They are being
ira!ned as Braille transeribers by Mary
Begrs of Tri-County Braille Tran-
Seribers, Their program is sponsored
. b Temple Beth-El in Birmingham.

Among the students are Susan
Woznjsk and Dorothy Bays of Livonia,
Carol GéNl of Farmington and Claudia
Séton of West Bloomfield. Also in the
clls: dre Martine MacDonald, who
‘drives each week from Grosse Pointe
Wq&, and Iris Naubert of Woodhaven."

dpecial Braille typewriters,
ey.are Jearning to transcribe books to
be'tead by the blind.

“Kathiy:. Donagrandi of Farmington
Hills knows something about the con-
tribution they make. She is teaching
.cotisultant for the visually impaired in
an area that includes students from the
Livonia, Garden City, Redford Town-
ship, ‘Plymouth, Northville and the

~ Chiery Hill school districts.

.+ "The blind students I work with at
ntiéy High School are mostly main-
pafiéll into regular classes,” she
8, - “The Tri-County group tran-

the textbooks they use in class.

Without these books the blind students
would not be an an equal basis with the
other students.

“Blind students used to be segregated
ifi gtate schools. Today they are inte-
“grated with other students and need ap-
sprofriste material. With these books
they can’ feel positive about them-
selves. They are part of the group, one
" of the refular students.”

She -added that remedial reading
+books dre also transcribed as well as
booh for students with special inter-

Klmberly Carroll of Garden City
"“Knows she wouldn't be in regular class-
- without the 'books labored over by

e Braillists. “I couldn’t keep up in
lass’ wuhcut them,” she said. “I can
éad and afiswer quesuon&

BEAR
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TRANSCRIBING IS not easy.

“It takes a lot of concentration and
perseverance,” said Mrs. Wozniak, who
studies Braille every Wednesday from
9:30-11 a.m. in the Sandburg class. She
also practices about an hour 2 day at
home. The aim of the students is to be-
come good enough at transcribing to
pass a test given by the Library of Con-

To become a certified Braillist they
must finish the study manual. Then
they have to mail to the Washington li-
brary a 35-page manuscript they have
done in Braille. It must have no mis-
takes.

“We can’t use anyone until they are
certified,” said Mrs. Begle, who has
been teaching transcribing for about 20
years.

The typewriters they use each have
six keys. Each key raises on paper a
dot in a different spot in the cell. For
example, A is a single dot at upper left,
B is two dots on the upper left, and C is
two dots side by side at the top. Even
after using various permutations for
all the létters of the alphabet, there are
still a few left over for common words
like “and,” “for” and “the.”

To speed up reading, 300 contrac-
tions have contrived for popularly used
words. For example, the word “little”
would be written with the dots for L,
but typed twice.

Needless to say, to acquire speed in
reading or transeribing, both the blind
readers and transcibers must memor-
ize all the letters and contractions.

“EACH WEEK THERE is more to
memorize,” said Mrs. Gell of Farming-
ton.“But I'm going to stick it out. Eight
months ago I broke my hip, and there is
not much I am able to do. But this is
something I can do that is interesting
and challenging, and will someday
prove to be beneficial.”

Homework must be perfect when
turned in, she said, adding “It takes
several tries to make it perfect. Errors
would spoil the end preduct for the
reader. We have to learn to be perfect.”

She noted that the stress on perfec-
tion doesn't make lier nervous, “but it

_makes me put in a lot more effort.”

Mrs. Wozniak is aware there are
“kids in high school who den't care
about reading.”

She added: “Blind people don't have
the opportunity they have. We are here
to give it to them. Do you realize how
independent the blind could be if they
could read on their own? A book can be
a friend and allow them to have pride
in themselves.”

Mrs. Bays said she is pleased she is
picking up speed, but pointed out that
Mrs. Begle emphasizes accuracy over

speed. -

“I'm surprised at how Louis Braille
figured ‘it out,” she said. “How they
read it is really something.”

MRS. SEATON is also impressed
that the blind can read by touch. “It
seems so complicated for a seeing per-
son,” she said.

To her the training is a chailenge.
“It's difficult,” she said. “But I think
you have to put something into any-

thing you do to get something out of it.”

Mrs. Begle, a resident of Northville,
said that Braille transcribers keep the
typing machine as long as they are
transeribers. They need them to work
on manuscripts at home. Transcribers
do about two books a year, she-estimat-
ed. Temple Beth-El provides the ma-
chines, which cost $200 apiece.

Once’ a new class is organized the
temple provides- class members with
gew machines. The temple also has a
bindery where the books are bound,
free of charge.

Claudia Seaton of West Bloomfield {left) and Carol Gell of Farming-
ton practice Braille transcription on special typewriters. (Staff photo-

by Art Emanuele)
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Blind people running their finger hps over these raised dots
can read Braille.
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