Chrzstmas tree .
talks to children

By GAIL DeGEORGE

Four-year-old Thomas Keller of
~. Troy dida't want to visit Maynard

.. empty handed. So when he and his

mother went to see the talking
Christmas tree at Somerset Mall
last week, Thomas brought a pres-
ent: two drawings of Christmas
trees he had made to hang on May-
nard'slimbs. .

“That's my first Christmas pres-
ent this year,” said Maynard, who

i thanked the youngster.

‘Thomas' present is just one of the
many reactions that children have
to the talking Christmas tree, said
Linn Smith, one of Maynard's voic-
es.

“The kids are fun,” he said. “Some
are amused by it, others awed by it.
The older ones know something’s
going on, but can't quite figure it
out.”

Linn was filling in for his brother,
Kim, who was hired as this year's
voice, Although he had only been a
voice for a few days, he seemed to
have the role of Maynard down fair-
1y well,

Maynard and Mrs. Claus, played
this year by Jeanne deGaj Wassell, a
Birmingham resident, work as a
team. Mrs. Claus attracts the chil-
dren, gives them coloring books, and
tells them about Maynard. “The
littlest ones are a little
overwhelmed by it,” Ms. Wassell
said.

She helps the children get over
their initial shyness by having them

talk to the tree and shake Maynard's
limb. The limb shaking is really
tickling Maynard, she tells them,
and the tree responds with an appro-
priate laugh.

MAYNARD EVEN has his own
coloring book and story, which tells
how he is able to talk. As a reward
for sheltering animals and- giving
his pine cones to children, Santa
crowned him and gave him the abili-
ty to speak. So every year, Santa
brings Maynard with him 8 visit
with the children on his annual trek
from the North Pole.

‘The reaction from most pareats
and other adults is positive, said Ms.
Wassell, adding that many see May-
nard as a different direction of
Christmas, without the religious
overtones of St. Nick, or Santa
Claus.

Tt's best when adults play along
and don't try to discover Maynard’s
secret, she said

Smith has noted that adults’ reac- .

tions range from having fun with
the talking tree, to “Scrooge-like re-
actions, some won't even turn their
heads.”

Andy Elbert, 9, wanted to know
how several things about Maynard.
“How do you get out of here when
Christmas is over? T don’t think you
can get through the doors.”

Maynard started to say something
about being taken back to the base-
ment, but Mrs. Claus interrupted
and replied that Santa takes him
back to the North Pole on the sleigh.

Kids are fascinated by the tree that talks to them at Somerset Mall.

ANDY ALSO wanted to know
about the lights in Maynard's eyes,
and the tree obligingly blinked his
lights at him. The Pleasant Ridge
youngster told Maynard he had been
to see him last year as well, and

noted that the tree’s beard had
grown.

He also had a bit of advice for
Maynard. “Next year, you should
hide that camera a little more.”
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New-town dilemmas fade
WELCOME WAGON cail.

As your Hostess, it's my job to help
you make the most of your new
neighborhood. Our shopping areas.
Community opportunities. Special at-
tractions. Lots of facts to save you
time and money. Plus a basket of gifts
for your family. I'll be listening for

your call.

I
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356-7720
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FAVORITES

Bridal and Sportswear
Livonia's First and Oldest Bridal Shop
31188 Five Mile
Plaza—Livonia

FESTIVE

on sale now for
the holidays!

Up to 2 OFF ON
BRIDAL GOWNS

s OFF

Unravel travel with...

Hop Bt

COMING SOONTO
The Orchard-12 Plaza

TRAVEL

LESLIE FAY DRESSES

We carry pefites,

sizes, large sizes.
New line of Cruise
line arriving daily.
Long & Short Holi-
day Dresses.

GeGe's would like
o plan your wed-
ding. Ous spring
line of wedding
and bridesmaid
gownsarein.

522-7540

AE- Puaspie -

Béan

Teleflora’s Angel

el. Give
Flowers fo% hristmas.

a—

Bouquet. A beautiful -7
arrangement, set in a lovely gold and
silver etched Christmas tin imported from
Europe. It comes with a nostalgic angel greeting
care card. The tin itself is pretty enough to be
used all year long. As a cookie tin, jewelry box,
or a beautiful container for potpourri. So come

inf or call to order one soon. Teleflora’s Angel
Bougquet. It'll make someone’s holidays heavenly.

Gourmet baskets chucked
full of imported crack-
ers, cookies, cheese
and candy and the
freshest crispiest |

fruit.
from $18%
plus delivery

STRIPS

Magor Credit Cards hondred by Phone

. FLOWERS AND GIFTS
21424 GRAND RIVER AT W. McNICHOLS

537-4040

)

53%.
WHOLE

SALE NOW

JHONEY GLAZED

DECORATED
Baked & Sliced

LARGE FRESH
SHRIMP

USDA CHOICE

NEW YORK

THRU CHHIS TMAS

OICC

$598

5inch cut’
defatted

$3

33066 W Seven Mnle

Next To Joe’s Produr.e
Livonia

See Us For New Ideas In Special Meat Items

BRIGHTON
Brighton Mail
227-131 4

Meats

OUR OWN HOMEMADE
SMOKED & FRESH

KIELBASA
$q98

Famous Makar
EMNANTS

LIVONIA
7 Mile and Middlebelt

H
¢

Across from Livenia Mall
476-8360

Thursday, December 18, 1980
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Pickup truck dunked

Gary Wiltshire of Pontiac Township
said his 1973 GMC pickup suffered mi-

- nor damage Monday when it rolled

down an enbankment and sank in a
pond on Oakland University’s Roches-
ter area campus.

Wiltshire, who had the truck towed
back to his home after the incident,
said the engine turned over when he
tried to start it, but a headlight must be
replaced.

Wiltshire parked his truck ina lot on -

the south side of the pond, called Beer
Lake, about 7:40 a.m. Monday.

He said he engaged the truck’s emer-
gency brake since the parking lot an-
gled toward the pond.

About 30 minutes later he returned
to see Pontiac Township Fire Depart-
ment pulling his truck, by way of a tow
truck and chain, from the pond.

“He was pretty bummed out about it,
for sure,” said Investigator Mel Gilroy
of the university’s Department of Pub-
lic Saftey.

Gilroy said the parking brake appar-
ently released.

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
FOR THE LAST MINUTE SHOPPER

Always 20-60% OFF
Regular Retail Prices

VELOUR SEPARATES AND

ASSORTED STYLES OF SWEATERS
NOW AT EXTRA SPECIAL SAVINGS!

, Carolina

Outlet

Batween Middlebait &

28503 FIVEMILE LIVONM 5 PLAZA, i
tils

Dllly 10-5:30 Thurs

TWOVIEEKSONLY

lifetime.

Save $80 on this elegant
cherry miniature chest by
Pennsylvania House.

Made of finest sovd cherry. Beautituly

wall H23", D15, W26"
oy °309

Interior Design Sociely
your decoratiog needs.

Member
10 aid

Uolonial House

Make this the
Christmas of a

detailed. Lovely alongside a chait or against a

is
Colonial Bouse

Michigan's Laxgest Peansylvaais House Dealer

20292 Middlebelt (South of # Mile) Livonia »

4-6900 + Mon.. Thurs.. Fri. ‘il 9

NOW IS THE TIME TO
SIGN UP FOR NOW!

.
5%% INTEREST BEARING-CHECKING ACCOUNT!
Government regulations allow the use of interest
bearing checking accounts after December 31,
1980. This is a practical and modern method of
handling your checking account transactions.

CHECK THESE NOW ACCOUNT ADVANTAGES:

1. Eams 5% % interest.

2. No service charges if you maintain a minimum
balance of $300.. .

3. No service charges if you are a retiree directly
deposiling your social security or other
pension checks to your Now account.

DETAILS.

soulh of 13 Mile Rd.

Your one-stop family financial center.

Peoples Federal Savings|

Long Lake at
Coolidge
846-4820

If you work downtown and prafer to bank Ihere, use our convenient office on the promenade level in Ihe Renaissance Center

SIGN UP BEFORE DECEMBER 31, 1980 AND
RECEIVE 50 FREE CHECKS!

Though NOW acdouals do not become avaitable
before December 31, 1380, you may sign up right
now by making a $300 deposit which will be
Pplaced in a regular savings account earning.5%: %
intetest until December-31, 1980, after which it wilk
be automatically coverted, with interest, to a 5% %
interest bearing NOW checking account.

ASK AT ANY PEOPLES FEDERAL OFFICE FOR

It takes only minutes to sign up for NOW. Do it
now and be all ready to start the New Year
earning money on all your checking account funds.

Joy Rd. at. - Five Mile at
Besch Daly Newburg
9372700 484-1400




