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FRAN EVERT and her Schefflera plant.

(Photo by Ralph Evert)

An Exotic Tndoor Plant
- A 14-Foot Schefflera

; By BETTY FRANKEL
Special Writer

This plant ma\\ resemble
Jack’s beanstalk. but actually
: 1t is a Schefflera that photogra-
1 pher Fran Evert hak been nur-
i turing for the past {4 vears. It
has grown o a héight of 14
i feet.
t Also known as Queensland
! Umbrella Tree. Seheflleras
; have become populdr in recent
vears as decorative pot plants
for homes and offjces. They
tolerate the dry dumosphere
1 and subdued light u\ the aver-
!_age home.

The trunk-like stagn 1s gray
\\g:g woody  tooki; und the

nches end in” a frosette of
palmate leaves forming um-
1} brellalike, heads
The handsome ledves are a
i gl055\ leathery. deep green
 with long stalks. On voung
plants the leaves haye three to
five leaflets. but older plants
have leaves with seven to 16

‘leaflets each/GFto|a foot in
iength. 'k
e,

ln {heir nal
wldours in la, the plants
&duce spiked-of [wine-red
ers, but: théy rarely bloom
“hen grown- indoors, as house

plants. -

abitat or

Tt VERTS" Schefflera
was given to them by their

neighbor. Warren Wagner
when il outgres (he space
available in the Wagner

which was
was

home. The plant
three or tour vears old.
then eight feet tall

After it had been in the
Everts’ home six years. it
reached the top of their high-
ceitinged living room. Mrs
Evert cut it back tu a two-foot
stub

From this a bud sprouted
and the plant is now nine feet
tall Also. the top part of the
old suilk was sooted and is now
a thriving three-fuol all plant

MRS. EVERT'S plant has
been Fepotted several limes i
it outgrew its ontainer. 1t i

now in a l.xrﬁ‘:{:ud\\oud s

growing in miderately rich
sterilized soil phrchased from
a greenjouse.

A three-inch Javer of pieces
of braken clay flower pots was
put in the baitum of the wb to
help insure good drainage. The
wooden tub’ sits on a round

metal tray which protects the *

floor from water that drains
from the holes in the bottom of
the tub

Granbr(LQl;Gets
Wil(fernéss Area

BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Thirty-six acres qf wilder-
iness land in Qaklard County
have been donated tojthe Cran-
brook Institute of Sdience for
nature study programs and a
iwild life sanctuary
The land. which {s mostly
virgin timberland and has an

estimated value in gxcess of
$230.000, is a gift u{ arold Lee
Ward, Pontiac.

The area will be nfimed the
Willis C_and Mabel Lee Ward

Nature Study Area in
of the donor’s late pa
The land is betwee:
and Upper <Straits [lakes in
Orchard Lake Village. West
Bloomfield Township{ There is
frontage on both lakes, and the
rolling land abourds with
trees. flowers. and wildlife.

memory
ents.
Orchard

EA and
ny birds

“THE MARSH A
the woods shelter m;
and other forms of fvildlife.”
Ward said. “Also. my father
naturalized many rare flowers
in the forest and planted sev-
eral small groves of Michigan
white pine along wjth other
trees in the more ope spaces.

“It is hoped.” Wagd contin-
ued, “that Lhruugh he Tnsti-
tute of Science the ecology of

be retained as a wildlife sanc-
tuary and utilized for the ex-
tension’ of nature study pro-
grams fow being conducted on
the Institute grounds. .

"It is a magnificent and
generous gift.” Dr. Wittry
said. "one that will serve the
people of the area tremen-
dously through the stewardship
of the Institute of Science.”

Dr. Wittry said he is hopeful
of finding a log cabin that can
be dismantled and rebuilt on
the Ward Nature Study Area
site. “Such a building could be
used.” he said, “for shelter in
inclement weather. for lec-
tures, and perhaps for stor-
age.

Ward, a retired llmherm.m;
has had a long relationship
with Cranbrook. He has been a
member of the Institute of Sci-
ence since 1946 and was a
director of Kingswoed School
Cranbrook for 12 vears. A wid-
ower, Ward is the father of
three daughters. all Kingswood
alumnae.

Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence is one of the Six institu-
tions that make ug the Cran
brook edurational, cultural,
and religious center. The Insti-
tute i§ the only science mu-

The wateting procedure is
simple. The plant is watered
\\hon the spil becomes dry.
Then the plant is given a good
soaking and then the soil is al-
lowed to be(_()mc dry before it
is watered dgain. This admits
air 10 the sdil and encourages
healthy root formation.

Mrs. Ever! tests the soil by
probing it \\th her finger. She
uses ¢ity water now. but for-
merly used well water. An en-
tire tea-keftle of water is
needed cachltime she waters.
This is generally once a week.
But in cold peather when the
furnace is xl[- frequent opera-
tion and thé atmosphere be-
comes espedially dry. it may
be more onon

Tt (,HO\\IXG season oc-
curs in late winter. and at that
season Mrs.: Evert feeds her
plant with a tablet form of
plant fertilizer. She uses about
20 tablets [qr this large pot.
pushing lhel‘{l down into the
soil around the edge of the pot.
The fertilizér is slowly re-
leased over an extended period
of time.

She gives the plant another
application of.fertilizer in mid-
summer. |

Scheffler:

obs

are quite dis-
ease and t-free. but the
Everts’ planl was once in-
fested with white spider mites
which Lduseﬂw leaves to fall off.
They tock the plant outdoors
and sprayed [it with a garden
plant miticide.

Mrs*®Evert mulches her
* plant with a half inch of coffee
grounds which she feels look
attractive and retard moisture
loss from the soil. She also
puts cigar and cigaret ashes on
as a mulch, These. she feels,
help ward off spider mites.

The only other care this
dramatic house plant needs is
a bit of dusting. and a few
times a vehr Mrs. Evert
washes the leaves with clear
water and a spfi cloth.

Books Topic
f Talk
t Madorina

*Books Bre:
be the theme,
Madonna Coll

k Barriers™ will
of a lecture at
ge Sunday, Feb.

22, at 7 p.m. The college is lo-
cated at 36600 Schoolcraft,
Livenia,

Sponsored by the Library
Club, the le¢ture will take

No Turblnes, Though

Broquet Moves Tractor Sales

FARMINGTON

Rezoning has been approved
for location of a tractor sales-
service dealership in Farming-
ton Township on Eight Mile
Road west of Gill. ~

The rezoning of five acres
lrang/residenual (RA-3) to
busifiess (B-3) was approved
by a 6-1 vote of the Farming-
ton Township Bnani 4t its last
meeting.

THE ACTION followed rec-
ommendations to deny the
rezoning from the township's

- planning commission and coor-
dinating committee of Oakland
County.

Leonard Broquet will build a
Ford tractor dea!ershlp outlet
on that site and move his pre-
sent dealership to Farmington
Township from 26770 Grand
River. Detroit. Broguet has

Area Parks
Lure Folks
In Winter

The coldest Michigan winter
in several vears plus
snowfail attracted record for
near-record Use at most Hu-
ron-Clinton Metropolitan Au-
thority parks durmg the month
of January.

Over 368,800 visitors used
HCMA facilities last month
compared to 220,600 in Janu-
ary of 1969 according to David
0. Laidlaw. director of the
authority. which has eight
parks serving the counties of
Livingston. Macomb, Oakland.
Washtenaw and Wayne,

KENSINGTON Metropoligan
Park near Milford had over
165,000 visitors in January 1970
compared to:117.000 in Janu-
ary 1969. This tops the pre-
vious high of over 119,500 set
in January of 1966,

Lower Huron Metropolitan
Park hear Belleville reported
over 41.800 persons using the
park in Jandary of 1970. No
comparable (Igures are availa-
ble (since prior annual attend-
ance did not include v.m\er
months).

The HCMA phrks in Wash-
tenaw County reported over
10731 visitors in January of
1970 compared to 8.900 in Janu-
ary 1969, Tndiidval park totals
-are as follows (with 1969 fig-
ures in-parenthesis): Hudson
Mifls Metrapolitan - 5.096
14.100); Dexter-Huron Metro-
politan Park!- 2818 (2.800):
and Delhi Metropolitan Park -

2817 (2,0000. ,
]

Juver"zile
Court, Gets
10 Jobs

selors, (wo case-
three clerical per!
been added . to
Wayne County Juvenile Court
by action of the County Board
of Supervisors,

An extra §100,000 which the
supervisors earmarked for
juvenile court in the budget
will finance the new positions.

Last year, juvenile court
had to refuse to serve some
2500 youngsters referred by
police due to its shortage of
staff.

Three new temporary guard
positions at the county jail
were approved along with the
indefinite retention of eight
previousiy approved tempo-

Five coun:
workers and
sonnel have

vary positions

The jail has had as many as
300 prisoners-over its designed
capacity
months.

of 1200 in recent

npemed that dealership (ar 14

yeal

\quuel told trustees that
the planning commission re-
sponded favorably to his plans
at the preliminary hearing.
But at the Nov. 20 pubhc hear-
ing, he added, commissione;

denial on a spli{ vote.
M%ﬂ}‘i his dealer-
ship would upgrade the prop-
erly (which is now a goat
farm) and be an asset to (he
township because it would
provide a good tax base. He
added that Livonia's master
plan calls for industrial use.on
the south side of Eight Mile.

TRUSTEE TOM "NOLAN
agreed the use would be an
upgrading and said at the pub-
lic hearing a commotion was
raised by persons who lwed

. 132 miles away.

Mrs. Grace Rlchardson. a
planning commission member.
reported Ahe township’s plan-
ning consultants, Vilican-Le-

sales, parts sales and service
of vehicles. )
\According to the letter, Ford
says the dealership will not be
franchised to sell or service
torbine_ engines. Hall com-.
mented there must h

a misunderstanding about the
turbine engines.

Lorion reminded Hall that
the information came from
Broguet. “You are going to
build a quarter of a million dot-
Iar plant and don't know what
you will sell>” Lorion asked
Broquet.

DAVID STADER, commis-
sion secretary, commented
that the commission does not
rezone for Ford Motor Co. but
for a particular land use.

Stader cautioned the board
about zoning for a particular
business. If B-3 is granted. he
said, a gas station and a num-
ber of other commercial uses
could be developed. Rezoning
does not guarantee a tractor’
dealership will be built. Stader
warned

A use for that

. ! the rezon-
ing and felt B3 was a proper
use for the area.

area may be acceptable. said
Stader. but not a B-3.

NOLAN REPLIED there is
not muck B-3 vacant land left
in the township and Broguet's_
site was a good B-3 parcel
begause it is located across the
street from land shown as
dustrial in Lnumas master
plan. ¢
The township doesnl zone
property on 14 Mile according
to what West Bloomfield Towg-
ship's master’ plans show,
answered Lorion. ‘*What we do
for one area, let's do.for an-
other.”

The township has 600 acres
of mile roads to locate a B-3
on, added Lorion. so why limit
this zone to Broguet's site?

Claude Coates, Vilican-Le-
man consultant, said he felt B-
3 was a proper use because
there was so little B-3 vacant
tand left in the township and
Eight Mile is a heavily trav-
eled road.

Trustee Margaret Schaffer
asked to table the request for
further study. But the tzbling
motion died for lack of sup-

port,

Nolan then moved approval
and was supported by Mrs.
Elise Avery. The motion pas-

Charles Lorion. i
chairman, said the denial was
not because of objections from
residents but because of state-
ments made by Broquet him-
self.

According to Lorion. Bro-
quet told planners on Nov. 20
he would be repairing turbine
engines on the site and would
be storing vehicles awaiting
Tepairs outside.

AT THIS POINT, Supervisor
Curtis Hall said he had heard
about the objections concern-
ing turbine engine repair and
wrote Ford Motor Co. for clar-
ification.

Hall then read the letter
which said Brogquet's dealer-
ship would involve new tractor

NEW INSIGNIA has been de-
signed for the 300th militory Police
Prisoner of Wor Command, an
Army Reserve unit with headguar:
fers in Livonia. The Army Institute
of Heraldry designed the shoulder

" patch to depict the prison-keeping

fugctions of the 300th, the only
anit of its kind in the Reserve. The
key's meaning is obvious; the loops
of the bottam are three lstter C's.
the Roman numeral for 100. The
300th is commanded by Col. Naiff
H. Kelel of Farmington.

Former Boy Scout

Among the 525 men in the
9lst Congress. 280 were Boy
Scouts. 148 were leaders, and
93 were both Scouts and jead-
ers. Ten < of the 280 former
Scouts attained Eagle Scout
rank. '

FOREST
CITY

13507 MIDDLEBELT
(Corner of Schoaleraft)

LIVONIA

* OPEN
SUNDAY

11:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

place in the College Resid:
Hall. Admission is {ree.
The speaker will be Dr. Jo-
Wytrval, a_counselor
ngh Schoot, prin-
cipal of the ‘evanmg classes

and direct of the Wayne

Diy Hlv(l\ OF SILEV LUMBER
i

PIERRES OUTPOST

sed 6-1 with Mrs. Schaffer vot-
ing no.

AFTER~PRASSAGE, Town-
ship Attorney Joseph T. Bren-
nan said the rezoning may
appear to he spot zoning be-
cause it results in a five-acre
business parcel completely
surrounded: by residential
areas,

Brennan suggested the plan-
ning commission consider
changing the zoning on the
frontage property along Eight
Mile between Farmington
Road and Drake

ohserver

16

. JUNE 6
. thru
JUNE 21

' 3
Including...

handling and tips.

newspapers, ing.

RAYAL HAWAI H\N
KING'S TAUR

DAYS

COMPLETE FROM DETROIT

Based on Double Occussncy.phvs tases an savs. 5%

Waikiki plus Ou ter /s/ands

HONOLULU, KAUAI, MAUJ,

KONA and HILO

Round trip United Jet Flight, Luxury Hotels.
- loads of sightseeing. all transfers, baggage

089

For further Information and your Color Brochure .

fill out the coupon and mail today.
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