Poet enjoys life with moments of cheerfulness

By JACK ZUCKER

Deborah Richardson is one of this
area’s finest poets, distinctly in the
confesstonal tradition.

Confessionalism has been identified
with direct, intense autobiography and
also with the self:destructive poets who
espoused it — Anne Sexton, Sylvia
Plath, John Berryman and Robert
Lowell.

Three of those four were suicides and
Lowell spent much of his 60 years in
mental institutions.

. Ms. Richardson's poems are autobio-

graphical also, full of music and rhap-
sodic effects. Her poems are cheerful
though not necessarily optimistic or in
praise of current American soclety
But cheerfulness keeps breaking in,
and it is the cheerfulness of a writer
who.knows the score, but wants to en-
joy life anyway.

1 y"Sxx y oivevof Ms. Richardson’s most
celebrated poems, was named the fin-
est poem in the last 10 years of New
York Quarterly. It teils of a girl of 6
asked to pick a dress for her dead, 5-
year-old sister:

Winter term art classes begin

The 10-week winter term at Pontiac
Art Center begins Jan. 12 and ends
March 21. Classes for beginning as well
as advanced students are being offered.

Ted Hadfield, new to the Art Center
faculty,; will be teaching pottery.
Edythe Newbourne’s popular Chinese
Brush Painting will be offered along
with Drawing and Painting on Thurs-
day efenings by Victoria Schaden. Eve
Snlayn stresses fundamentals and
analys:s of form and space in her class-
es-in portrait and figure drawing and
pdinting classes.

New classes are Dance Fitness, a
class for nondancers; Photo Silkscreen,
with new equipment; and Advertising

Design. Kay Isola, an interior designer,
will conduct a workshop dealing with
space planning. functional furniture,
pattern mixing and lighting.

Youth classes include ballet, creative
movement, drama, poltery, scu]pture
Suzuki violin, cartooning and mixed
media.

The class line-up includes many fa-
vorites from past terms — jewelry,

- metalsmithing and casting, stained

glass, beginning and advanced photog-
raphy, weaving, calligraphy and sculp-
ture.

The center is open ¢ am. to 6 pm.
Monday-Saturday. For a class bro-
chure, call 333-7849.

“I picked it
to blend in the hue of the
casket lining arranged hues of blue
sister five, a small scaled fish,
scalded and white caked
baked in the wrong shade of morti-
cian’s make-up

I had to lean over to say goodbye,
e

long blue box filled with toys I want-

ed

I couldn't understand why the pan-

da

we had shared, mine too, had to be
buried
withher. . .

Idig

every dream and dig dig

dig while awake

I am determined to finish this thing
because

ITwant my Panda back.”

My favorite in the Richardson canon
is “Letter,” a letter:to John Berryman
exploring the confessional poet’s im-
pulse to suicide and self-destruction.
The confessionals, and Dylan Thomas,
too, Ms. Richardson writes, “choked
on golden adples.” They leit the rest
of us, without as much talent, “to
drink a/few and then many, our
mouths shut/and clapped, walking
in some strange/wind. . . Wishing

43180 Nine Mile
at Novi Road

WE ARE PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THE OPENING OF

cervi's WHITE HOUSE MANOR

TUES., JANUARY 13, 1981

Dining and Cocktails
served in a gracious atmosphe{e

A delightful reminder of a past era

For Reservations:
349-6200

wishing the bucket/would stop The
small cat would die/The child stop
crying in the night/ The endurance
test would end.”

44th ANNUAL
WINTER SALE IN PROGRESS

A Beautiful Store with Beautiful Furniture
MICHIGAN’S LARGEST
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE DEALER

America’s mont distinguished traditional firniture
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This is one of Ms. Richardson’s pes-
simistic-poems, but the imagery glows
with life, a strange contradiction. Ms.
Plath’s imagery glowed, too, but with a
cold light.

The poems may be sometiies nega-
tive in content, but rarely in tone. Her
lines are buoyant and smack more of
life-loving Dylan Thomas than his sick-
ly contemporaries.

“I didn't take the stuffed memory
box” contains ‘a memorable autobiog-
raphy recalling Ms. Richardson’s col-
lege days in East Lansing:

“Iwas

Prom Queen for a night but the
float sank right into the bottem

of the East Lansing River

and with muddy toes and black
white

slippers, padding to shore I knew

it was done the game was up,  was
up to goo to my whist.”

A recent poem showing a profound
change in consciousness is “Another
Season,” which tells how a teacher, re-
cently a student, feels sitting on the
other s/ide of the desk:

“Now it changes. I am writing

them for other students, those end-
less

letters of recommendation, extol-
ling

the hexahts telling of great messag-
es

they will bring to the world

Once it was me, the silver tongued

fox. . .

A saga of love and success
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
January §, 19!1

The City Council of the City of Farmington } Hllls held a special meeting January 5,
1981, Mayor Soronen apened the meeting at 7:30 o’clock P.M. Members present were
Sorones, . Lange, Opperthauser, Woll, Alkateeb and Dolan. Others present
were City Man:ger Savage, Acting City Clerk Thomas and City Attorney Donohue.
Council approved the purchase of 1,250 gallon per minute Fire Pumper from
Daugherty Assoctates In the amount of $100,715 payable aver a two year period.
Recognition and Appreciation Awards were preseated to employees who have served
five, ten and fifteen years.

Recogaition and Appndnﬁon Awards ‘were presented to former Board and Commxs-
sion members for their services to this City.

Donn Wolf and Joe Alkateeb were unanimously elected to serve as Mayor znd Mayor
pro-tem for the ensuing year.

CITY OF FARMINGTON
VEHICLE SALE

BID NOTICE

Bids will be accepted until 10:00 a.m. January 15, 1981 at the office of the City Clerk,
an Liberty Street, Farmlngton Michigan, for the following City of Farmington
cles:

11974 THC Plckup

11952 GMC Stake (Army 6x6)
11953 GMC Van (Army 6x6)
11973 Matador 2-Door

11965 Jeep 2-Door

NOTE: ALL VEHICLES WILL BE SOLD “AS IS"
Vehicles may be inspected at the Department of Public Services Building, 33720 West.

Upon motion the meeting ld]mu'necl Nine Mile Road, Farmington, Michigan, between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00 pm.

' Monday through Friday.
. Respectfully submitted, The City of Farmingtan reserves the right m rejm any or all bids.

GLADYS THOMAS Bid forms are available at the D Building.
' Acting City Clerk
i * R NEDRA VIANE, -
. Approved by Mayor Wolf City Clerk

Poblit Jusniry 8, 1901 i Publish: Jarsary 1, 1931

Thursday, January 8, 1981
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Now my forty three year old face, and letting the tulips grow where

tired from books and schedules, ex- they may.”

hausted

from the sounds of dryers This small gem, tells us that Ms.
in the night, and trips not taken, Richardson had aiways wanted the tu-
sees lips to grow, but that growing tulips
that I have not quite madeit. . . . isn't an easy task.

What? What? Ms. Richardson presently is teaching

The answer evades me. I pool

my sources into a common stream,
watching spring break on the face
of the earth, loving a little again

creative writing at Oakland Communi-
ty College, Orchard Ride campus.

er book “Love Poem to a Dead
Man" was published in the 1970s.
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Savings up to
o All Merchandise in Store on Sale
® Special Orders at Sale Prices
o Prompt & Courteaus Free Delivery
Sample Listing of Our Regular  Closeout
One of a Kind Closeouts Price Price

DINING ROOM & BEDROOM

2§ Side Chairs

40% OFF

EENY

4007 52400

2. 0AK BEDROUM-Triple Dresser. g
Mirrut. Chest & Qur::\ Il\-mrllum'nl $1236 699
3 WILLIAMS i Maple Pedestal
: Talle & ||Ta~1wu;|mi:l ' $878 $599
5 MSBURG REPRODUCTION-
v, Dresser. Mirrur, Cl
e T 1478 5799
5. PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
Everything in stock 60% 0 F F
RECLINERS & SLEi_:JPERS
ASLOW S
6. LAZBOYS 40-50% OFF s219.
7. SLEEPERS—Excellent Selection From °399
UPHOLSTERED
8. Hi.l\l:u:nn.\»\x g Chair. Carved wood 51 055 5599
9. Several Colonial Sofas From 5295
10. FLEXSTEEL al Group. 6 picees, 52480 51699
Herculon
11. HICKORY-72" Quilted Sofa $1297 - s-,99
12. COLONIAL. Sufa & Loveseat. Woud trim.— § s
o oy e 51498 3895
13. ENGLISH PUB. Sofa & Lovescat. Rust s s
Moo Cordaroy 1599 °895
1+, WING CHAIR. Chippendale Leg. $| $
Beautiful Cover e 689 249
15. HICKORY CUSTOM. Loose pillow hack \
b Cotomqaiied e $10560 %599
DESKS & OCCASIONAL FURNITURE 5
16. WALL UNITS, 307 Ouk. Xespevial Al 5634 $299 :
17. CHERRY. Queen Anne Sofa. Table $469 5195
18. BUTLER'S Tray Table $219 $119 ;
19. HENREDON. Ok End Table $499 179
20. QUEEN ANNE. Deep Drawer End Tabile $299 $149

$1275

Above Items are sublscl to prior sale.
All Sales Final

s799

21. Beautiful Drop Lid Sevectary. Lighted Top

Sehrader’s

Home Furnishings

“Since 1907"*
111 N. Center (Sheldon Rd.)
Northville
349-1838

230

Mon., Tues., Sat. 3-6
Thurs., Fri., 9-9
Closed Wednesdays

YTITERTS




