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IN THE BEAR-OFF

In the example, black has a 3-1 roll
to pldy. White has possession of the
doubling cube at the 4 level and, de-
pending on how black moves, may
choose to redouble.

Hnw would you play the 3-1 for
bla

Very often during the bear-off, posi-
tions similar to this will arise. Of
course, the primary goal in all situa-
tions is to make your move effectively
to allow you (on your next roll) the
most possible combinations that will
succeed in bearing off both checkers.

The immediate complication for
most players during an actual game is
to readily know the correct move by
way of a quick analysis or by actually
caleulating the odds of various moves
— aslow but effective method.

For example, if black moved a
checker from the € to the 3 point and
from the § to the 4 point, black has 17

cent chance) that will bear off both -

checkers. Should black move from the
6 to the 2 point, there are 19 good com-
binations (better than a 50 percent
chance).

Technically, this is the correct move
since black has increased his chances,
Also, if your opponent should own the
doubling cube, making the best possible
play may prohibit a redouble, allowing
you another roll.

It certainly was easy for me to con-
template the best move by way of cal-
culating the odds. But how about in a
game, under pressure, with the tension
of time gnaiwing away?

I'd doit the same way.

Kloian will teach a free beginner's
backgammon class 13 p.m. Satur-
day at 3139 S. Wayne Road with g
double-entry tournament for be-
ginners and advanced players be-
ginning at'4 p.m. For more infor-
mation, contact the American
Backgammon Club at 459-5776 or
write to Box 599, Plymouth 48170.

Jam turn

s serious

for Dixieland fans

What started as a jam session during
a rehearsal two years ago has turned
into some serious business for some ad-
mitted Dixieland fans.

The Motor City Saints, a seven-piece
combo featuring some of the area’s fin-
est Dixieland Jazz musicians, moves
into the Bronze Wheel Restaurant in
Dearborn Heights this Sunday after
successful stints at several area clubs.

According to leader and trumpeter
Jim Falk of Garden City, the group
plays anything from traditional Dixie

Dave Aichler, who Falk says tums
heads. Besides having what other mem-
bers of the group feel is an excellent
voice, Aichler's impersonations add to
the fun. He'lll give you a convincing
Louis Armstrong, Billy Eckstine,
Vaughn Monroe or even Walter Bren-
nan.

Falk heaps priaise on others in the
group. “George Green, trombonist, is
one of the best around. Besides a big
sound like Bill Harris, he also does fine

vocals,” he says.

to more y
standards with a Dixie flair.
The group began almost by accident,

* Falk said. Several of its members play

in a Detroit area band, the Swing Shift,
and during rehearsal warmups they of-
ten jammed to different tunes.

Dixieland was a favorite, so all it
took was a suggestion and the group
was organized. That was two years
ago.

ALTHOUGH four of the group's sev-
en members sing, it's the drummer,

said if you want an ex-
cellent banjo-guitarist, get Rod
McDonald of Ann Arbor, so we did,”
said Falk. “He's got a string of credits
including a stint with the New MecKin-
ney Cotton Pickers.
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