O’Brien will oversee
WC charter writers

By TOM LONERGAN

Rather than make policy, the new
executive director of the Wayne County
Charter Commission says his job will
be to “keep the show going.”

“With 27 commissioners, there’s
p]enty of policy makers,” said William
H. O'Brien, 60, of Detroit, who was
hired last week. “They don't need me to
interject my thoughts there.”

O'Brien, an attorney, is executive
secretary of Civic Searchlight Inc., a
non-partisan group that rates political
candidates’ qualifications. He received
14 votes, a bare majority, Thursday to
win the charter commission's top ad-
ministrative job at an annual salary of
$42,000.

The commission, which will propose
county government reorganization, has
until mid-June to draft a charter. The
full-time executive director will hire
the commission’s staff, oversee re-
search, prepare materials for the com-
mission and, according to O'Brien,
“keep the show going, as it were.”

O'BRIEN WAS chosen on the third
ballot over Ligens D. Moore, 38, of De-
troit, a lawyer for the Detroit Board of
Education. Moore received four votes,
all from Detroit commissioners. Eight
commissioners — six from Detroit and
Highland Park and two suburban rep-
resentatives — abstained.

Eliminated ater the first two ballots
were both A, Edwin Dore, 33, a
researcher for the Michigan Senate
Democratic Majority office, and Sinc-
lair Powell, an Ann Arbor consultant.

O'Brien's 14 votes were from nine
suburban and five Detroit commission-
ers. His supporters included Commis-
sioners Ethelyn Bankes, R-Livonia;
Justine Barns, D-Westland/Garden
City; Bart Berg, R-Plymouth/Canton;
Timothy Manning, D-Redford Town-
ship; and Roman Tafelski Jr., D-Ink-
ster/Westland, co-chairman of the per-
sonnel screening committee which in-
terviewed 10 candidates for the job. -

Detroit commissioners supporting
O'Brien included Commission Presi-
dent George Ward, interview commit-

EMU makes

Target budget cuts tctalling
$1,127,270 have been announced by
Eastern Michigan University.

The cuts will reduce the University's
1980-81 General Fund budget to
$50,937,614 from the $53,573,923 ap-
proved by the EMU Bnard of Regents
last June.

More than 40 percent of the reduc-

tee co-chair Darneau Stewart, Thomas
Watkins, George Orzech and John
Fitzpatrick.

O'BRIEN SAID Friday he-was “at
first, a little taken aback” with being
elected by the bare minimum vote.

“This is politics,” he said. “You ex-

-pect things like that. I'm not distrubed

by that.

“[ feel the abstentions were not nec-
essarily anti-Bill 0'Brien votes.”

While he hasn’t held a prior govern-
ment job, O'Brien said he's “always
been on the fringe” of local govern-
ment. He has served on Detroit school
board and city task forces.

O'Brien wrote in his job application ~

that county reorganization has been “at
the top of (Civic Searchlight’s) list of
priorities for many years.”

Charter commissioners voted 24-2 to
demand, that during his year as execu-
tive director, O'Brien sever all ties
with Civie Searchlight, Neighborhood
Taxpayers Alliance, 2 Detroit citizens
group, and any group taking positions
on or doing business with the county.

O'Brien said he expects to receive a
leave of absence from Civic Search-
light's Board of Directors on Wednes-
day.

CHARTER commissioners also ap-
proved an interim $640,000 budget for
the year. The charter group’s funding is
entirely from the state legislature.
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State helps
with bills

A program providing low-income
households up tc $200 to pay overdue
utility bills or buy fuel began in Michi-
gan in mid-December.

According to the state Department
of Soctal Services (DSS), administrator
of the federally funded Low Income _
Energy Assistance Program (LIEAP),
the emergency help will be paid only
once this fiscal year to eligible appli-
cants.

ALLOWABLE ANNUAL income for
applicants ranges from $4,738 for one
person to $12,600 for a family of four
and $17,390 for six persons. Liquid as-
sets (currency, savings or checking ac-
counts, stocks and bonds) are limited to
$2,000 or less per household, except
when one member is age 65 years or’
older.

Qualifications for the program are
based on the household’s income and

. assets and demonstrated‘need for im-
mediate help. The program is not limit-

Dead batteries and home heating fuel costs gone
over-budget are reduced to minor nuisances whea on
the backroads one finds reminders that the world
didn't always exist with bended fenders and salt and

In winter

by Bill Bresler)

Energy aide added to aging agency

The budget provides for 10 staff .

members under O'Brien, including
research director, three research as-
sistants, an office manager, three cleri-
cal employees, an administrative as-
sistant and an account clerk. Salaries
for the reseach director and office
manager could be $25,000 each.

O’Brien, with the commission's per-
sonrel screening committee, will rec-
ommend staff hiring. Commissioners
voted Thursday to restrict the staff to
‘Wayne County residents.

Included in the budget is $157,950 for
charter commissioners, the maximum
state law allows for 90 meetings at $65
per commissioner per meeting.

budget cuts

tions, some $432,801 were achieved by
non-operational changes, including
$93,891 in parking support, $47,882 for
a rebate on insurance and $218,885 for
merit pay for nen-union employees.
Faculty will be asked to vote on forego-
ing $75,1432 in merit pay negotiated as
part of their current contract extension
to bring the total to $432,801.

The six-county Area Agency on Ag-
ing Region 1B has appointed a senior
energy advisor to assist those 60 years
old and older with heating and other
related problems.

He is Charles P Carpenter and can
be reached at 569-0333 or by wrif
thé agency office, 29508 Southfield

Road, Suite 100, Southfield, 48076.

The agency plans and coordinates
programs for senior ‘citizens-in Qak-
land, St. Clair, Macomb, Livingston,
Washtenaw and Monroe counties. The
ageney is funded by the federal govern-
ment through the Department of
Health and Human Services.

its eventual unnecessary mush. The woods and some
brush become fodder and shelter for this trio going
about its unrehearsed role in a still life. (Staff photo

BALLOON-0-GRAMS'ALSO AVAILABLE
DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN U.S.A.

ORDER YOURS AND BE ELIGIBLE TO
WIN A CHAMPAGNE HOT AIR BAL-
LOON RIDE FOR TWO THIS SPRING!
CONTEST ENDS APRIL 1st, 1981

YOU CHOOSE SIZE AND °
COLOR OF BOUQUET AND A
SHORT MESSAGE.

WE ALSO SERVICE PARTIES,

WEDDINGS, LUNCHEONS AND
HOSPITALS.

DELIVERY IN
TRI-COUNTY AREA

HELIUM BALLOON
BOUQUETS FOR ALL OCCASIONS!

373-7324

DIAL

A
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MON.-SAT. 9-7

For your new career.

Oakland University

CONTINUING EDUCATION
“NOW"” COURSES + JAN. 19

« Brief « Evening « Nondegree
For update in your profession.

CALL 377-3120

Division of Continuing Education

FUR

THE BEST °29°° YOU’LL
SPEND THIS WINTER.

KAST'S GAS
NACE INSPECTION
NOW $20.95

ed to welfare clients.

According to federal policy, emer-
géncy payments will be considered to
two household categories:

» Those out of, or indicating a need
for, a deliverable heating fuel such as
oil, coal, wood or propane.

« Those with an overdue (by at least
30 days) natural gas or electric bill.

THE
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‘OF
DISTINCTION
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BERVEN °*CALIFORNIA.

Since 1939, Berven has been creating America's

20% OFF most distinguished expressions in finer-crafied c2r-

ON OUR pets...from the living foom 1o the executive suite.

COMPLETE LINE OF And now, that unique look. feel and warmih of

BERVEN CARPETS! Berven of Caiilo ilable for your discriminal-
‘Sale ends Fe ing selection.

Emergency care for your pets may be
needed ot any hour of the day. night,
weekends or Holiday. The Animal
Emergency Room can provide that sesvice.

A Public Service Announcement
FOR PET OWNERS

Parts 9nd (abor for eaira work 1s agcsmonal

Ouamy service. It's

IW to your comiort.

“ANIMAL EMERGENCY ROOM
24423 Grand River
L Vet G s

255-2404

hAS T & coourws

580 S. Telegraph Road, Pontiac. Call 338.9255
Other olfices in Royal Oak. Call 542:3850 or 642-7150

- Colorado On The Map.

It's the new Consumer Information
Catalog. To get your free copy, write:

\DEPT. G, PU

General Services Admiristration

The Book That Put Pueblo,

CONSUMER INFORMATION CENTER,
LO, COLORADO
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-TO CELEBRATE THE OPENING OF

EN I!GY.
‘We can’t afford
fo waste it. -
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SPECIAL GRAND.
OPENING SALE
g

®
Fully- Automatic

NonTHBnoor’(’ 7 WATER SOFTENER
REDUCED TO

#4390

From *489%

OUR NEW PLANT AND STORE

With CULLIGAN You Can Shop At Home.
“Call And Ask Us To Stop By And Test
Your Water FREE OF CHARGE.

WA'I'ER CONDITIONING
5510 Cooley Loke Rd., Waterford, Mich.-

We Are Factory Owned and Operated
caLL 681-8000 ANYTIME  Tiiil"

our final
winter
clearance

A large, selected group of suits
and sportcoats by celebrated
designers and makers, now at

their lowest prices of the season.

Among the illustrious brands:

Bill Blass, Pierre Cardin, Daks,
Givenchy, H. Freeman. Also

included is a substantial group of -
lacks, raincoats and over-
coats at greatly reduced prices.

Suits, originally $235 to $375. now
.S189-5279

5. now
-$129-5199
to 380, now
AN 9-564
')(1 to $350, now
$119-$275
Overcoats, (\nanl]\ 70 to $530, now
........... e e S216-8424

Sateends Jan 25 Nocharge for normal alierations

THE BOARDROOM

exclusively at Somerset Mall
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