Mondey. January 10, 1901

The nation’s automobile manufacturers are bett-
ing more than $80 billion that the fleet average of
domestic cars will be 30 miles per gallon by 1985.

“That expenditure for revamping facilities and
products the next five years means that fuel effi-
clency is the number one goa! of our industry,” said
V.J. Adducl, president of the Motor Vehicle Manu-
‘facturers Assoclation.

. The federal gnvernmeut's standard for 1985 iz
27.5 mpg for the average automobile produced by
‘any one corporatl

"anlar.mrm project that they will beat it by
‘at least three miles per gallon,” he said.

* While the manufacturers are working on the cars
of tomorrow, the record since 1974 has been dr:
matic. The 1881 cars are 70 percent more fuel eff
clent.

" The solid galn was achieved through some spec-
tacular and engineering developmenls by
the Xndush-y und its suppliers. Among the improve-
‘ment:

.= Catalytic converters, which first appeared in
1975 cars, helped improve fuel economy 1.6 miles
per gallon in the first year.

. »Weight reduction — by far the biggest factor in
fuel economy — was stepped up. Hundreds of
‘pounds have been shed from cars since downsizing
started in the mid-Seventies, and manufacturers
‘Project that the average car will be in the 3,000-
pound weight class by 1985 — nearly 25 percent

) s\\“‘-

30 mpg car fleet by'l985..,

870 Joops & Other
4-Wheel Drives

« Use of smoother rullmg radial tires can resuit in
a3 gasoline savings.

* Desginers pay particular attention to aerody- :

namic styling to reduce wind resistance - another

{uel economy foe, especially at high speeds. Wind{ 1%

tunnels have been employed to a far greater degree |
In the last few years.

« The V-8 eingine, though still in production, is
ending its reign as king of the highway. Smaller

engines, generally, consume less fuel. The six — V- | tion

shaped or in-line — is coming on strong. But the
power plant that probably will dominate the high-
way some time in this decade is the four-cylinder
engine. It is now the chief power source of subcom-
pact and compact cars.

* Diesel engines, more expensive than gasoline
engines as original equipment, do consume less
fuel. Diesel fuel, which costs less, is becoming read-
ily available throughout the nation. Five years ago,
fewer than 2 percent of the service stations sold
diesel fuel to passenger cars. Today, more than 12 {*
percent sell diesel fuel to passenger cars.

+ Overdrive, an economy feature of the period
prior to World War II, has returned and has been
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