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Alameda
closing
is next

By MARY GNIEWEK

,Alameda Elementary School is the
latest victim of Farmington’s shrinking
school enrollment.

Administrators recommended to the
Board of Education Tuesday that the
school, attended by 195 students, be
closed permanently in June.

“The continuing decline in enroll-
ment and the effort to direct available
funds towards the maintenance and im-
provement of a good instructional pro-
gram have necessitated this plan,”
Lawrence Freedman, -assistant super-
intendent, told the board.

Freedman heads a task force that
recommended the closing.

If Alameda closes, it will join the
ranks of seven other schools closed in
as many years while Farmington’s en-
rollment sank from a high of 16,802 to
12,071,

The school closing could save the dis-
trict $209,471 next year, mostly in
staff salaries, Freedman said.

Alameda, on Power between 10 Mile
and 11 Mile, is the smallest of the ele-
mentary schools. All but a dozen stu-
dents are bused there.

One more bus run would be needed to
accommodate the remainder of the
students. .

Pupil reassignment from Alameda
would send students to Flanders, Ken-
brook, Longacre and Wooddale elemen-
tary schools.

THE CLOSING OF Alameda would
reduce the number of vacant class-
rooms in the district from 42 to 32, 0ona
projected student-teacher ratio of 25-1.

No plans have been scheduled yet for
use of the building, which was built in
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Welcoe back

Motria Hefferna, art teacher at Farmington High School, looks over
a sign that will be hung in the school to welcome the hostages home.

The sign’s artist is Mike Karpach, 16, a commercial art student and a
junior at Farmington High. (Staff photo by Randy Berst)

Milliken opens the door on meetings

By MARY GNIEWEK

Gov. Milliken has vetoed two bills
that would have amended the Open
Meetings Act to give public officials
more privacy in interviewing appli-

cants for key posts and in evaluating
job performance.

Senate Bills 1143 and 1296, passed by
both houses before holiday recess, were
struck down by Milliken on Saturday.

“These changes represent an unnec-
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essary step backward from open meet-
ing legislation adopted just four years
ago,” Milliken said in his veto state-
ment.

“Few decisions made by public bod-
ies are as important as those involving
selection of key administrators or eval-
uating performance of those individu-
als.

“To bar interested citizens from such
discussions isolates from the public
view discussions which directly affect
the quality and character of govern-
ment.”

SB 1143, sponsored by Sen. Richard
Allen, R-Alma, would have allowed
city councils, school boards and other
local governmental bodies to interview
applicants for key positions in private.

The companion bill, sponsored by
Sen. David Plawecki, D-Dearborn
Heighits, would've allowed evaluation
of job performance of a public employ-
ee to be held in closed session.

Both measures had the support of
Farmington area representatives, Sen.

Doug Ross, D-Southfield, and Rep. San-
dy Brotherton, R-Farmington.
Supporters v:ewed Allen’s bill as a
way out for individuals who don't apply
for top public jobs because they’don’t
want their present employer to know
they're seeking other employment.

THE BILL would have allowed a pri-
vate interview at the interviewee's re-
quest, but actual deliberation by the
hiring body and a final decision still
would be required in public.

“I recognize it's sometimes difficult
for public officials to deliberate ques-
tions concerning specific individuals
and some who might be interested in
public appointments may be reluctant
to have their qualifications considered
in open meetings and therefore may
prefer not to be i at all,” Mil-

Twenty-five cents

Council
rejects
new mall

By STEVE BARNABY
Farmington editor

A zoning battle between Farmington
Hills residents and a land developer
has ended in victory for the residents
who fought a planned shopping center
for the last 15 months.

In a 4-2 vote, the city council sided
with residents in denying a zoning

. change which would have transformed

the northwest corner of 12 Mile and
Halsted from single lamnly to office
and business zoning.

Voting against the proposed zoning
change were council members Jan Do-
lan, William Lange, Earl Opperthauser
and Joann Soronen.

Voting in favor were council mem-
bers Joe Alkateeb and Jack Burwell.
Mayor Donn Wolf was absent.

A lengthy debate, with numerous
presentations being made by prapo-
nents and opponents, went into the ear-
ly hours of Tuesday miorning before a
vote was taken.

A resident delegation, led by Ber-
nard Ludwig, protested the proposed
rezoning, saying the construction of a
shopping center would endanger the
preservation of many of the historical
sites surrounding the area.

“This is a past which deserves pro-
tecting,” said Ludwig, who belongs toa
group which calls jtself the Historic
Halsted Homeowners.

“WE'RE NOT OPPOSED to progress.
But we are opposed to third rate com-
mercial property,” he said.

Among the historical sites named by
the group were the Wixom-Douglas
home on 12 Mile; the Robinson home on
Halsted and the West Farmington
Cemetery. :

Homeowners also objected to con-
struction of a shopping center, an-
chored by a supermarket, saying a
number of surrounding shopping cen-
ters were having difficulty leasing out
space because of the uncertain eco-
nomic times.

Out of the 850,000 square feet of
commercial property available in the
surrounding area, 136,000 are present-
ly standing vacant and 36,000 square
feet have been empty for more than
two years, said HHH representatives.

But deve]oper Stuart Frankel and his

liken said.
“It's my judgment, however, that
most public bodies and people aren't

(Continued on Page 4A)

disagreed with the res-
idents’ gloomy economic assessment,
saying the 12 Mile and Halsted inter-
section was ideal for the supermarket.
(Continued on Page 4A)

1-696: 25 years in making

By TOM PANZENHAGEN

1t just seems like the I-696 contro-
versy has been going on forever.

In fact, the dispute over 10 miles of
highway in southern Oakland County
has been ragiog only since Ike was in
the White House. Only since the Rus-
sians launched Sputnik I. Only since the
Lions last won an NFL championship.

They started talking about the 28
miles of highway that would eventuaily
link I-96 in Novi to I-94 in St. Clair
Shores in 1956.

Various studies between 1956 and .

1963 determined that the road should
run along a corndur between 10 and 11
Mileroads.

The 1960s saw the purchase of land
along the road's right of way. The high-
way department called it “advance ac-
quisition.”

‘The western stretch of 1-696 — from
the 1-96 interchange in Novi to Tele-
graph Road in Southfield — opened in
1963.

The eastern stretch of roadway —
connecting I-75 in Madison Helghts to
I-94 in St. Clair Shores — opened in
1979..

On Jan. 15, out-going Secretary of
Transportation Neil Goldschmidt gave
the middle stretch of the I-696 highway
its final OK. Constguction will begin as.
soon as possible. Completion is sched-
uled for 1989, Total cost will be about
$300 million.

IN 1967, after years of squabbling
about the exact route I-898 would take,
the state Legislature passed a bill em-
powering Gov. George Romney to ap-
point a panel of arbitrators which
would determine once and for all the
highway's path.

Two year’s later the state Supreme
Court upheld the panel’s authority to
determine that path, and the state
Highway Department sald it was ready

to proceed.

However, Congresa also passed a law

known as the National Environmental
Quamy Act in 1959 and it has been

complete. It weighed some 15 pounds.
In the interim, price estimates on

lich has
delayed ccuslrucuon on 1-636 until
now,

The environmental quality act re-
stricted the availability of parklands
and public recreational facilities for
use in road development. Opponents of
1696 seized the opportunity to pro-
claim that 1-696 construction would
imperil the Detroit Zoo and Rackham
Golf Course, which fell within the pro-
posed path of the highway.

In 1970 the state Highway Depart-
ment commissioned the Southfield-
based city planning firm of Vilican-
Leman Associates to frame an envi-
ronmental impact study of the affected
area, The study was to comprise an in-
vestigation of environmental, social,
economic and physical patterns of land
use.

TWO YEARS LATER the study was

jon of the highway had
jumped from $88.8 million to $165 mil-
lon,

By November 1973, the federal gov-
ernment had not acted on the impact
study, prompting Charles Brown of the
state Highway Department to remark,
“Right now the environmental protec-
tion people have the muscle.”

However, Southfield traffic engineer
Roger Smith believed *it was just a
matter of dotting the i's and crossing
the t's” before construction was begun.

A February 1974 headline in the
Southfield Eccentric read: “I-696 defi-
nitely coming — and before 1980." The
newspaper quoted reports that con-
struction would begin by summer 1975
and be completed perhaps as early
as 1978,

By March 1975 the opening had been
moved back 1o 1981, and Smith said, “I-
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Feeling Down in the

Dumps?
An Observer & Eccentric
want ad can brighten your
day. Those articles taking up
valuable storage space
around the house are a
source of easy income.
Donna DeWitt organized her
household goods, called a
helpful O & E ad-visor, and
reaped the rewards of her
work.We'll help you too with
a sure-tire selling mes-
sage.Remember, one call
doesitall.

644-1070 _




