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Wary taxpayers giving state ‘one more chance’

BY WARREN M. HDYT‘
Michigan Prgss Assochunn

Anticipating yet another ppmion
drive to get a property tax cutting con-
stitutional amendment back before the
voters, Gov. William G. Milliken and
legislative leaders have wasted nb time

!listing property tax reform as'a top
priority for the 1981 legislative session.

| State government narrowly missed
! having the voters reduce property tax-

es 50 percent at the last general elec-

tion. Such voter approval would have
;-crippled state government's ability to
rovide basic human services. |

Voters gave governmental leaders
‘'one more chance” to do something
: " about the spiraling property taxes with
= the defeat of the proposed constitution-
.* al amendment.

However, taxpayers will be closely
watching governmental leaders. If they
return to “business as usual” in Lans-

__ing, voters will probably reverse that
+., decision in November 1982.

THE PROPERTY tax reform ques-
tion is so 1mporlant that Milliken de-
cided to give a “reform" proposal spe-
- . cial coverage and made his plan public
- two days before his all-encompassing
- State of the State address. ~ *

A $785 million homestead tax redue-
+-tion proposal, which includes a §$250
million reduction in state and local

. 'spending, was unveiled by the gover-
nor. He called upon the legislature to

approve a special statewide election on
June 8 to present the tax proposal only
to the voters.

The proposal includes a sales tax in-
crease of 1 percent, a provision that
will replace $535 million of the $785
million cut in property taxes.

The $250 million not made up would
beabsorbed by $125 million in spend-
ing cuts by the state and $125 million in
cuts by various local units of govern-
ment.

Under the governor's proposal, the
average Michigan household would see
a cut in property tax bills of $335 in
1981, but would pay about §135 more in
sales taxes, producing a net tax savings
of about $200 per household.

THE GOVERNOR and his aides said
they hope the net tax cut will help to
both pass the proposal and to defuse
any further moves for massive tax cut
plans as have been before voters in
both the 1978 and 1980 elections.

‘The Milliken proposal would include
home property tax reduction of 35 per-
cent, beginning with the July bills, up
to a maximum of $1,400. Senior citi-
zens would get a complete exemption
on the first $1,400 of property taxes to
be adjusted annually for inflation.

Renters would be able to credit 25
percent of their rent as property taxes,

The state wouid reimburse local
units for 89 percent of the revenue lost
from direct property tax cuts, reflect-

ing the $125 million in spemllng cuts to
be absorbed by those units.

AT THE SPECIAL election, voters
would decide only on a constitutional
amendment to increase the sales tax

and earmark lottery revenues to edu-
cation. The other provisions would be
contained in separate bills which would
only take effect upon approval of the
amendment.

Officials said all the bills and the
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constitutional amendment must be ap-
proved by the legislature by April 1 in
order to have the special election on
June 8. The date is necessary to have
the reducﬂon affect the July tax bills.
gislative leaders, dur-

ing the opening sessions of the 81st
Legislature, also listed property tax re-
form as their top priority. They gener-
ally seemed to be in agreement with
the Milliken propesal and called for
early action.
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This is Royal Doulton’s very
special Valentine Day plate
for 1981...
fully sentimental series. On
delicately embossed
English bone china, immed
with gold. Elegantly cased g‘“%

an Eternal Valentine!

sixth' in this wonder-

in a flowery gift box. $35.00 %

Rugged
:nnslluclmn $
w orrd A

Camera Smarts says. .. For shaper pictures Xeep your lens
clean with photo fens tissue and lens cleanec solution.

555, TELEGRAPH RD.
“TEL-HURON SHOPPING|
CENTER" SIDYF!NSG“S

v Mo, Thurs. Fri!

FE Tues eds. 5219306,

PHONEORDERS 545:5390
- SPECIAL OF
s ML ORDERS

WICH
AL CARD.
WIGGS PLAN 25

« 644-7370 »
TELEGRAPH AT LONG LAKE ROAD
(18-MILERD.) BLOOMFIELD HILLS
OPENHONDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY TILG P 14

Kast’s Energy

.| Advisor says:
<|“TAKE A BREAK
*|FROM HIGH FUEL
|BiLLS?

-] Your energy dol-

system isn't pro- ¥
“:|fessionally de-
-+{signed tor your

_every

CAN-AM

‘takes you away from

except your budget

thing . . .

;| heating engineers can custom match a new Lennox
23| turnace to your home's specitic heating problem and
achieve maximum efficiency. Add an energy-saving
| cooling system, tao, if you like. Installation will be very o 35 your travolng companion
«1[tast and we'll back your system with superb service. .

With CaneAm packages, we take carc of you {rom the tme you
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- 3 DAY GRAND PIANO SALE

A Grand Piano can enrich your life
with music and beauty, yet also be

a sound investment in the future.
This Friday, Saturday and Sunday we are -
offering extraordinary savings on all
grand pianos, new and used. Probably
never again will you be able to buy a fine
grand at such a favorable price ...
BALDWIN grands in all sizes, models and

HURRY!SAVE! SUPPLY LIMITED!

: Smiley Brothers

“A TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC"

finishes ... and others ... at all four stores.
Bench, delivery included ... trades
.. bank terms avai
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BIRMINGHAM ~ ROCHESTER  ALL STORES DETROIT DEARBORN
1010 N. Hunter 1449 N. Rochester Sun.1to5 5510 Woodward Telegraph & Ford
647-1177 North Hill Plaza Free No. of Art Museum  Tel-Ford Shpg. Ctr.
52-8283 Parking 875-7100 278-1324

en g FREN
Ail prices per persen doutte occupancy, U'S Funds

Call your Travel Agent or

Outstate: 1-800-572-4700)

353-9740 ==

s, call (or  special price quote!

MR. ALAN’S

JANUARY SHOE CLEARANCE

20%

AND MORE

-We have captured today’s popular
country spirit with our complete Country French C o//edlon

NOW 20% SAVINGS!

SAVEEVENMORE . . .

“Country French™...complete in every detail! A collection
of unique designs which, though unmistakably Frenchin
origin, are universal in appeal. Note the curved moldings
and floral reliefs that add grace 1o character-marked
white oak inyour choice of dark Provence or lighter
Cognac finishes. Enjoy the good looks of this collection,
while you pocket Winter Sale Savings on every piece!
(While you save more by purchasing the groups., pieces
may be purchased separately at Winter Sale Savings!)
Come, see them all on the second level, The Colonnade.

BUY THE COMPLETE GROUPING
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FRENCH SHRINER

. :'0'“' Z:YLE Was Now THE BEDROOM: 5 pxeces Sale $2600. THE DINING RoOM: 7 pieces, Sale $3100.
. 9.88 CONSISTS OF: QUEEN SIZE POSTER BED WITH CONSIS‘[S OF 5 BREAKFRONT AND CHINA TOP,
|- J— | 59.88 59.88 F{md!m,_]is 79.88 CANOPY FRAME, 69" TRIPLE DRESSER, ISION TABLE, 2 LADDER-
P08 69,88 69.88° ww 59.88 MATCHING MIRROR AND 40" DOOR CHEST. BACK AWM CHAIRS (WITHOUT PADS) AND2

(NIGHT STAND, SALE $336.) MATCHING SIDE CHAIRS.
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