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Actor blends both worlds

By KATHY PARRISH

There's usually a double-take or two
in the audicnce when Jerry Dahlmann
strolls on stage.

For the Avon Township actor's main
role — one he's played 16 years — Is
university administrator.

“I have the best of all posslble
worlds,” said Dahlmann, whose recent
appenrance In the televislon movie
“Word of Honor" surprised muny of hix
Oakland Unlversity co-workers,

“Everyone In the theater ls unem-
ployed, but [ never hustle jobs, Acting
Is an avoestion for me; [ove it

While most aetors fret over the next
job, Dablmunn rarely contacta the
Livonin and Southfield ngentes which
character parts for him,
tant director of O Center
neral and Career Studles, his
daytime radle and televivion work s
dune on behadl of unjverslty media re-
fallons, ile's prexently exploring eable
TV possibilities fr the sehool.

One night a week, the former diree-
tor of Oaklond's now-closed Acadeny
of Dramatte Arl trains young actors,

So Dallmann's own acting has to be
done at night and on weekends. Some-
lhow he's managed to sandwich in 50
commerclals, 100 training films, 17
Meadow Brook Thealre plays and fonr
feature films.

*I PLAY small roles because I don't
have time to'do more,” sald the actor,
whose stint in Meadow Brook's upcom-
ing “Arsenic and Old Lace” will tie him
up for a month.

“It's kind of hectle and sometimes T
wonder If I should be doing this. But
otherwise I'd be sitting around wonder-
Ing why I'm not doing It.”

A lifelong Aven resident, 44-year-old
Dalimann has been acting sinee be wan
a Rocheater High School student. As
senlor class prestdent he arranged his
first professlonal sliow - nn unhappy

s was big, no T declded to
el him o the main attraction for our
Sentor Carnlval,” nald Dabluann with
u grin, “We pald him $60, he stayed
only 10 minites and Tapent the rest of

day explaining to people what hap-

pe

At Central Michigan Untversity, nin-
joring in English and  drama,
Dalilmann worked both on stage and
behind the seenes.

1le taught at Utlen and Rochester
tigh schools hefore taking a series of
antomolive jobs which led hin into cre-
ative writing,

He was writing and producing the
Ford Truck account for Wilding Motion
Pletures when he way recruited by
Qakland University to recruit new stu-
dents.

“I WAS NAIVE enough to belleve ac-
ademic life Is not full of the politics
advertising life is,” he said,

Growth and financlal citbacks have
taken him from admissions to place-
ment and alumnl relations, 28 well a3
to o job lining up fleld experlences for
new college students, From 1068-77 he
wat ' administrative dircetor of the
‘Academy of Dramatie Arls, a two-yenr
diploma program eliminated in budget
cuts,

He then put together n radlo mhow
eatled "Outlook” which explored cam-
pun programa. Spring 1080 budget cuts
ook him to the Center for General and
Careor Studies,

“That's what happens when you're in
(he noft worll and not the hard dollac
world,” o sald, “They eliminate posi-
Uona to save money, bul something al-
whys tarns up.”

While his university careor wann't
anned, neither was his neting. He'd
heen active with Avon Players for

, yoars when e took the Academy of
Dramatlc Art dircctorship,

WHEN DANLMANN gol a regnest
from Michigan State University for ac-
tors for n training film, he and a stu-
dent won the roles. The stint led to a
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seven-fim series for Lhe Natlonal Tnsti-
(ute of Mental Health,

“It's fate. T probably wouldn't have
done any of this if it hadn't been for
that phone call.”

Since that stint as a doctor, he's
played salesmen, customers and truck
drivers.

He started acting with  Meadow
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Brook Theatre in 1970. His credits in-
clude not only local and national com-
merclals, but work in the films “Blue

“Collar” and “Detroit 9000.”

In “Word of Honor" he played Grady
HIIl, the father of the teen-ager whose
murder is the subjec? aropnd which the
film i3 bullt.

Allhough he tried to get ncting work
In Hollywood during a three-month
1976 univeralty leave, Dahilmann ksn’t
Interested in an neling carcer,

“I don't know If 1 have the nerves to
do L fulithne." The competition Is just
“ton tough,” he sald.

Dahlmann sald he works more than
90 pereent of the netors in Californln,
however, and han conuldered devoting
more time to his hohby when hie retives
from the univeraity. “1 lost my hair at
23, so Uye played older parts o long,
time,

“T think T could work in the theater
until I'm 90 like Walter. Pldgeon. The
utce thtng about theater ks you're never
too old to work.”

Although he sometimes regrets that
his llfe ks so heetic, Dablmann feels the
friendships he's made in the theater are
worth it all.

“1 think people who are really good
actors are good studies of human na-
ture. They have an attitude about life §
like,” he sald.

“It's like belng on a bomb squad
They're living on borrowed time and
keep th af tumor. And they're
dolng what they want to do,

“I admiire them. And they probably
admire me beeause 1 do it against nc
odds."
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In “Word of Honor,
of murdered Cindy 1Tl
ingham.

.rrry Dahimann portrayed (.rmly Hill, father
His wife was played by Jane Burton of Birm-
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