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In Akira Kurosawa’s drama of feudal conilict in. 16th
century Japan, Tatsuya Nakadai stars as a petty thief who
impersonates a powerful warlord.

W the movies
7z

% 2! Louise Snider

Stunning images
arrest the eye
in ‘Kagemusha’

"Kagemusha” (PG), directed by Akira Kurosawa, is one of the
most impressively beautiful motion pictures ever made.

There are times, especially at the beginning before the viewer is
drawn into the story, when the images are so arresting that the

of an event is P by its a quali-
ty reinforced by the viewer's dependence on English subtitles for
the Japanese dialogue.

1n any language. this movie is a visual feast of colors, lines and
shapes combined in dynamic arrangements. One setting may de-
mand attention by its skillful simplicity, as when an elaborately
clothed figure is seated-on 2 mat in a nearly empty room against
the background of a shoji screen.

In other scenes, human figures are seen as flat silhouettes
against a sky of psychedelic colors.

The story possesses this same sense of dramatic contrast and

rhythmic varicty. It swings from the personal to the historical, and
from individual action to the pageantry of armies on the march.

As a historical chronicle, *Kagemusha™ (translated as the shad-
ow warrior) depicts the struggle for power among rival clans in
feudal, 16th century Japan.

As a drama, it tells the story of a common thief who is saved
from execution by his resemblance to the powerful head of the
‘Takeda clan. When the warlord dies, the thief is called upon to take
his place and serve as an imposter for three years. During that
time, we see his emotional suffering at the loss of his own identity.

As a contemporary interpretation of the past, the movie pre-
sents the samurai in a less heroic light than scen in the director’s
earlier films. In “Seven Samurai,” for example, the warrior who
preserves and upholds traditional principles is important as an
individual.

In “Kagemusha," the individuality is lost, and he is one of thou-
sands of soldiers’serving one or another warlord. There is nothing
to suggest that the country will be ruled better whichever one wins
or loses.

Although Kurosawa does not dwell on social issues, the movie is
filled with ironies, not the least of which is that the greatest war-
lord is impersonated by a common criminal.

In one succinct exchange between the two men, the thief admits
his wrongdoings but charges the warlord with killing thousands,
and the thief asks who is the greater sinner.

Tatsuya Nakadai, who plays the warlord and his double, does a
masterful job. He has very little dialogue in this three-hour movie.
Yet, with it gestures, body he conveys the

feelings of the angry thief, the dignified lord, the tormented im-
poster and even the happy (surrogate) grandfather playing with his
grandson.

In the spectacular ending, Kurosawa brings all the elements
together as the feudal armies clash in a decisive battle. The cam-
era makes a final panoramic sweep of the battlefield and captures
the individual anecdote and the historical record.

*Nakadai develops an i r
»Yui, his predecessor’s grandson.
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. Another dinner theater added

‘Theatre of the Arts Productions has taken over
dinner theater operations at the Book-Cadillac Ho-
tel in downtown Detroit.

‘The production company is operating as business
manager for two shows arranged by another dinner
theater company that has been working there.”

The shows are “Mack and Mable,” playing Fri-
days-Saturdays through Feb. 14, and “Hay Fever,”
Feb, 20 through March 28.

‘The first total Theatre of the Arts Production at
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Lupe’s

NACHOS—AII you can eat]|
Dally 6.9 PM & Frl. & Sa 45
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CAN RESTAURANT o\

f— | HUBONSWREET

1250 Wide Track, West « Pontiac

corner Wide Track & Huron (M-59)
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“Pontisc is the Mexican Food Capitol of Mich.”

Monday Nights -
Joins Tuesday Nights

INFLATION FIGHTERS
atthe | '

_Shalea Hun

$6°° per person
Featuring: Petit Frog Legs
can eat) served with:
and Crackers,
French Fries,
Butter

L0
Closed Sundays Except for:
Football Sundays - Mothers’ Day

852-3410

3315 AUBURN ROAD
Between Adams & Opdyke Road

Prime Rib

Filet Steaks Seafood
"“Queen Size-*5% (MonFii) King Size $10% -

the Book-Cadillac will be “Side by Side by Son-
dheim,” opening April 3. -

Changes ini the dinner theater operation include
performance nights of just Fridays-Saturdays, one
price for dinner and show, a new dinner theater
menu (soup du jour; salad with house dressing;
choice of prime rib au jus, fresh lake whitefish or
almondine chicken supreme; vegetable of the day;
baked potato, and fruit pie} and a new number for
reservations, 288-0450.

Dine Qut

el RESTAURANT
s MIDOLEDELT 414 M, Livora
! Cantonese & American Food
Japanese Steakhouse ¢
9 £xotic Cockiails ®
< CARSY-OUTS OM CHINESE F0G0
ninese Lunchean 11 4sanse Lurcreon 1
Crmese Dnes 36 55 e Dm0 3
PorResenatons 8 sa b

Cusea Montay

Hi ET

THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A tnoughtful way to welcome vis-

itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Ouakland County.

Kingsley Hun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

SUNSET
SPECIAL

It pays 1o come early! Our carly evening
menu features great values on selecred
favorite dinners. Complete with Charley's
Chowder, Salad, Hot Bread, and your
choice of Vegetable. Just *5.95 10 *9.95 per
dinner. You really get your ne's worth!

Mon-Sat5-6 p.m.

Serving the good
tastes of Detralt

5498 Crooks Road
Troy~879-2060
Amenican Express Honorea

~'COCKTAIL HOUR -~ -
Mon.:Fri. 4 b.m.-7 p.m. Highballs, beer. wine 'z price |
{" NOW APPEARING MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY:

- HEAVENN- " -

30325 W. Six Milg < Livonia

For R.es'ervaﬁong 261'3600 ;

Festival

Celebrate the Chinese New

Years. the year of the Rooster.

Enjoy the wonders of Szechuan.

Hunan and Mandarin cooking that some

say has fire in their souls. Live performance of
the Dragon Dance, February 5th.

1981
Greater
Michigan

BOAT
& FISHING
SHOW

JAN. 31 - FEB. 8, 1981
COBO HALL s DETROIT

OVER 700 BOATS
POWER - SAIL - ACCESSORIES

BOATING - FISHING QUESTIONS
ANSWERED BY PROFESSIONALS

HOURS: Saturdays: Noon - 11 p.m., Sundays: Noon - 9 p.m,,
Monday through Friday: 4 - 10 p.m.

. ...just race your rickshaw down and
experience an adventure in dining out.

MOR LN LAY

Distinctive Chinese Dining & Drinking
Maple at Stephenson. Troy 689-2332

MERRICKS
RESTAURANT

MERRICKS
DOES IT

with Kota

N
ARV

Yoise oun Sth binthday celebration,

”~ NORTHFIELD HILTON
. 5500 Crooks Rd. at I-75
Troy, Michigan 48098
(313)879-2100

PRICE ROLLBACK!

Wonday, Feb.9. Rooms, restaunont & cocktail
lounge at ‘76 prices. Reserwations please.

AGAIN
Our Great
2for 1
Offer is
Back

We invite you to
enjoy one com-
plimentry Entree
when a Second
Entree of Equal
or greater value

Spicy Italian Spaghetti with
meat sauce or white clam sauce
Q"d garlic toast.

ALL YOU CAN EAT
FOR JUST 8$2.50

Enjoy an Old English yard of ale

is purchased. Mt :
COUPON VALID or a delicious cappucino.
ﬁgigg:gg Is{";s 6 p.m. to midnight

5:30 pm-9:30 pm every Thursday.

Not valid for. Music and fun for everyone!
parties over 10 :

or in conjunction PRI, . B
with other coup- Happening in Winston’s Pub.
ons or offers.

Loca'tedc at WIN .
American Center
e ) Schililers
for easy to follow ’ £
directions & o0 mﬂg%@m{w Z
reservations 7o ek you iilome!
CALL US AT P
353-8144 01 R R 200
~ presest this coupon WEST BLOOMFIELD
« one coupon per couple 666 Wet Maple 53135850
mmzck;eruhle
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