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Pathologist devotes life to cancer research

By SUZIE ROLLINS SINGER

Cancer kills 25 percent of all
humans. American Caucasian women
have one chance in 16 of contracting
breast cancer.

Among those working to turn those
statistics around is Dr. Thomas Rob-
bins of Troy, a pathologist at William
Beaumont Hospital.

*Dr. Robbins, along with four col-
leagues from Detroit area hospitals,
was cited recently by the Michigan
Cancer Foundation for his work on de-
veloping tests to detect breast cancer.
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Since 1975, Dr. Robbins has spending
part of each work week conducting
tests for 'a government-funded cancer
foundation research project. He was se-
lected for the research because of his
reputation, said Curtis Wilner of the
cancer foundation.

“The objective is to develop a set of
tests to detect breast cancer and to
study tumors and develop prognostic
tests,” Wilner said.

Each week, the five doctors receive
four test cases to study. With patient

ion, a portion of the
tumor tissue is divided into multiple
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portions, placed on microscopic slides
and delivered to the doctors, who study
it and answer questionnaires on it.

“WHEN WE'RE ALL finished, all of
our opinions on the tumors are fed into
a computer If a major discrepancy oc-
curs we're told it exists then asked to
re-examine the slides,” Dr. Robbins
said. “It's important for us not to know
anything about each other’s interpreta-
tion so we don't become prejudiced.”

So far the doctors have each classi-
fied over 700 cases. Dr. Robbins said it »
takes him about one-half hour a week
to complete the questionnaires.

Although their research hasn't re-
sulted in any breakthroughs yet, the
data is helping in understanding the
disease and moving toward tests fo de-
tect it in early stages.

From his basement office at Beau-
mont, Dr. Robbins modestly said the
research project is a natural extention
of his personal interest in identi¥ying
and studying cancer-causing agents.

“We're doing a lot of studies on tu-
mors and testing patients’ antibodies.
We're trying to correlate the data and
find out as much as possible about
breast cancer in order to find a cure
forit.”

Accordmg to numerous studies, it is
exceedingly rare for cancer to strike
women under age 20 and it is very rare

.in women under 30.

“THE OLDER you get the more
chance you have in developing breast
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“We live in a sea of ¢hemicals. There
are about 65,000 chemicals in our envi-
ronment, so we don’t know what we're

exposed to,” he added.

Finding a cure for cancer is some-
thing researchers will need more time
at, although progress is being made,
said. Doctors know certain habits, lif
cigarette smoking, causes forms of
cancer.

cancer,” he added. “Cancer curves rise
to 2 peak at age 65, then go down.”

Dr. Robbins said the number of peo-
ple-diagnosed with cancer has not in-
creased during the last few decades,
but the numbers of cancer-causing
agents in the environment has risen,

“I don't think the amount of cancer is
increasing, but we're finding more
things associated with cancer,” Dr.
Robbins said.

White completes
Navy flight course

Navy Medical Corps Lt. Michael J.
White, a 1977 graduate of the Wayne
State University Medical School, has
completed Navy flight surgeon training
at the Naval Aerospace Medical Insti-
tute in Pensacola, Fla.

He is the son of Mary McCollum of
Farmingten.

During the six-month training pro-
gram, White received aviation officer
indoctrination, didactic ‘and clinical
training in aviation medicine and six
weeks of flight training in the Navy's
‘T-34C turbo-prop aircraft.

White will report for duty at the Na-
val Air Station, Willow Grove, Pa.
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