*@ LEAVING A SHOT

Here is a nasty paradox for black,
who has to play a 6-2 roll.

Since he has to leave white a shot no
matter what, his concern is being hit.
Black must move either the 9 or 10-
point checker.

How would you move the 6-27

Black could move the 9-point check-

+ erto the 3 and safety the 6-point blot to
the 4. With this move, white would need
any 2 or combination of 7 (15 ways out
of 36) to hit the blot on the 9 paint. Also,
black has duplicated the number two.
1f white rolled a 2 (except for 1-1and 2-
2), the choice of hitting or covering the
white blot on the 5 point would certain-
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In tight situations, duplicating the
number your opponent will need to hit
and cover with is sound backgammon
playing. But if black makes that play,
he may have trouble bringing in his
checkers safely from the 10 point (as-
suming black was not hit).-

By moving the 10-point checker to
the 4 and the 6-point blot to the 4, black
may on his next roll be able to squeeze
past white without leaving another

shot. )
Although there are 18 ways to hit

with a 3 or 8 and only two ways to hit
and cover, I would feel more comfort-
able knowing my odds of bearing in
have increased 30 percent. *

As long as black isn't hit on the next
Toll, he is a favarite to win. Before he
rolls his dice again, he could easily turn
the doubling cube to 2 and force white
out of the game.

For more information, contact
the American Backgammon Club at
459-5776 or write to Box 599, Plym-
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Concert band
performing

The Detroit Concert Band, under the
direction of conductor Leonard B.
Smith, will play a Valentine’s Day con-
cert at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Redford
Theatre, 17360 Lahser, Detroit.

The program is presented by the Mo-
tor City Theatre Organ Society, which
owns the theater. Featured will be the
music of Strauss and other pops pieces,
as well as the band's march repertoire.

Tickets for the Valentine’s Day con-
cert aré $8.50, $7.50 and $6.50. More
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