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Private morality — not for legislating

Now that some time has elapsed
since the election, it is appropriate to
take another look at those groups
which-comprise the “Moral Majority,”
and which are sometimes now referred
to as “The New Christian Right.” This
coalition has announced its program
which includes: an anti-abortion consti-
tutional amendment, prayer in the pub-
lic schools, legislation against pornog-
raphy and sexual deviations.

The first principle we need to re-
member is the right of religion to influ-
ence the political process. In America,
we have seen, in recent decades, the
vigorous involvement of priests, minis-
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ters and rabbis on behalf of political
cause and social betterment ranging
from civil rights legislation to the anti-
war movement.

'WHAT, THEN, is so offensive about
the approach of the Moral Majority?
The answer lies in this consideration.
‘The Moral Majority is concerned not

v_v‘nh public morality and social justice,
but with private morality and personal

* choice. Other religions groups have

sought to improve conditions on the as-
sembly line, the farm, the union hall,
the inner city, the military - all of
which are in the public domain and un-
der governmental authority. .

* The Moraf Majority seeks to exercise "
i e

control over- personal

had their way, they would impose their
code of morality on all Americans.

MY OBJECTION kthe Moral Ma-
jority ic not thejr concern about stand-
ards of personal morality, some of
which I share. I have a similar distress
over the, deterioration of the family,
the debasement of sex, the cult of per-

privacy of the human bedy, the intima-

¢y of the bedroom, the expression of

religious reverence.
Public morality can be, and often
needs o be, legislated. Private morali-

and the with
which the issue of abortion is treated.
‘What is dangerous about the Moral
Majority is their intent to utilize the
power of government to compel a na-
tion to follow standards of personal
morality.

‘This attempt, if successful , could in-
flict great injury upon our country.
When such a movement gained
strength before, it led to the passage of
the 18th Amendment known as “Prohi-
bititon” which produced the corruption
of law enforcement agencies and other
abuses.

The power of government should not
be used in the name of religion to
coerce citizens to follow the values of
personal morality.

If one seeks further evidence, a visit

to Iran under the rule of the Ayotoliahs
will provide the conleusive judgment.

ty should not be. If the Moral Majority
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“Train up a child in the way he should go...”

-Proverbs 22
In this age of “anyihing goes™ children need and appreciate the
sound foundation of the bible, and a practical, useable, understand-
ing of their relationship to God. Qur Sunday Schools provide this, and
they welcome younig peaple up to age 20.




