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VW determined to be a domestic automaker

By SUZIE ROLLINS SINGER

Volkswagen employees are tired of
being called foreigners.

Now that the German automaker has
set up its western world

to the 40,000 people employed in Volks-
wagen dealerships,” McDonald said.
“When we came here in 1977 we
were a new company. We were a melt-
ing pot of the auto industry, and we
have an obligation to the itis

in Troy and is building its third US.
manufacturing plant in Sterling
Heights; that image will change.

“We want to be considered a domes-
tic auto maker, so naturally we came
to Detroit. We want to buy American-
made supplies as well,” said Tom
McDonald, VW public relations direc-
tor. “In opder to maintain our U.S. posi-
tion we felt we had to be closer to the
production and development pipeline to
serve the market.”

‘The company is providing thousands
of jobs for Americans, even though it
still sells thousands of imported cars
here. Aside from employing 600 profes-
sionals and occupying seven floors of
the City Center office building, VW ex-
pects to employ 3,500-4,000 factory
workers at the Sterling Heights plant.

“Totally VW employs 10,000 Ameri-
cans in its three U.S. plants in addition

Cheatham

welivein.”

VWS AMERICAN operation was
launched in 1955 when the automaker
first began importing the Beetle. Most
can remember the car's ads boasting
its floatation ability and priced at only
$1,995. But as American emission
standards clamped down, the Beetle
became too expensive to sell in this
country, and imports ceased in 1977 af-
ter 20 million ‘Bugs’ were sold,
McDonald noted.

Without even a year's wait, VW
hopped on the bandwagon and began
producing car and truck component
parts in Pennsylvania, South Carolina
and Texas.

The Sterling Heights facility will as-
semble complete cars, although
McDonald wouldn't reveal the exact
vehicles. When fully operational in

performs

in winter jazz fest

. Brian Cheatham of Farmington per-
formed in the fourth annual Winter
Jazz Showcase at Ferris State College
in Big Rapids. The Showcase, presented
in conjunction with the 1981 Festival of
the Arts. was held Feb. 11 in Starr Au-

ditorium.

Cheatham, a member of the Jazz Lab
Band, plays the drums. The Jazz Lab
consists of 20 musicians including saxo-
phones, trumpets, trombones, guitar,
bass, piano and drums.

about a year, about 800 cars will roll
off assembly daily, for a total of
180,000 vehicles per year.

“We should be open for production in
the summer of '82 for the '83 model
year,” he added. “We'll produce the
Rabbit and pickup trucks and other
Rabbit-based vehicles.”

The front-wheel-drive Rabbit is VW's
success story replacing the Beetle,
McDonald said.

“THE RABBIT is our bread and but-
ter car. It's a volume car. The Rabbit
has been sold in the U.S. for six years.
It's a hallmark for which other smail
cars are being produced. It popularized
front wheel drive in small cars and of-
fers the small diesel engine as a popu-
lar option for small cars,” he said.

“For the 1981 Rabbit, we've made
more changes than ever before,” he
said, stressing “changes have never
been just for the sake fo change but al-
ways for improvements. The basic en-

“We want to be considered a domestic automaker, so naturally we
came to Detroit. We want to buy American-made supplies as well,”
said Tom McDonald, VW public relations director.

gineering concept remains the same.”

Management’s commitment to quali-
ty has broiight Volkswagen its respect,
McDonald said. “We have a proper
product that's engineered right. We've
come to this country as a leader in
small car technology. We're not a John-
ny-come-lately. We're an innovator.
We've taken the concept of fuel effi-
ciency and quality and put it in a pack-
age.”

VOLKSWAGEN'S competition
helped shift the philosophy of Ameri-
can auto companies to production of
smaller cars, McDonald believes.

“American companies weren't pay-
ing close allention to what people
wanted. Their philosophy was ‘bigger
was better.’ Now that gas is twice as
expensive they are paying more atten-
tion to buyers’ tastes,” he said. “Now in
addition to competiting with the Japa-
nese, we're also competing with the X-
cars and the other small American
cars.”

Talk of taxing imports vigorously

doesn't bother McDonald, even though
most. of VW and Porche-Audi cars
won't be produced in America. Heavy
import taxes won't come to pass, he be-
lieves.

“With the trade polices of this coun-
try, it cant afford to be selective and
protective. It operates on the free trade
principal and the world operates on a
two-way street of trade,” he added.

Even without full scale production of
all of VW's models in the US.
McDonald said its presence in America
is known and respected. The company
is helping bring business into a sagging
American economy.

“Probably the happiest guy in town
in the corner gas station owner because
that's where we fill up about 155 of our
cars,” he added.

Today Volkswagen yields 3 percent
of the American car sales market. “But
by 1985 we're looking at 5 percent of
the American market,” he added. By
that time, the company expects to be
selling between 500,000 and 600,000
imported and domestic vehicles in this
country.
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First Federal

OPEN AN INTEREST-EARNING
CHECKING ACCOUNT...

COUNT TO TEN.

If you think all interest-earning

checking accounts are the same,
you haven't been reading the
fine print. Just one example:
Major financiatinstitutionsin this

requires only $300.

Soif you're about to cpen an
interest-earning checking
account, count the advantages
you get at First Federal. You may
get some of them eisewhere. But
only at First Federal do you get all
ten Count ‘'em:

Your First Federat
interest-earning
checking account
O " earns 5%%
annualinterest

First Federal com-
pounds thisinterest
continuously 2nd
pays it monthly,

nomonthly service
chargeaslong as

-, You maintain a

minimum balance

9)

area require minimum balances F
ranging from $500 to 52000 for O ust 5300
such an account, in order to avoid Ty First Federal
monthly service charges. First offers overdraft
Federal Savings of Detroit | B protection

-, {You must apply
N for this benefit
separately)

First Federal gives
you your first

S0 personalized
checks free No
strings attached

First Federal returns

your cancelled

each monthly

statement
Free.

First Federal has

providing an over 60 offices
effective annual conveniently
vield of 5.467% located near where

you live, work 6
shop. You can trans-
actyour First Federal business
atany one of them

INTEREST-
- EARNING
CHECKING
ACCOUNT

provides fifteen
24-hour Night 0wl
windows
(automatic
teller machines

Prestige"Emergency
Cash feature
entitles you to

nationgide,

out-of-town
emergency cash vithdrawals
from your interest-earning
checking account

e 5 ifyou're at
i least 62 years
\ oldand sign

7 upfor

AN direct

deposit of

your Social Secunty or other
retirement benefit, you can have
aninterest-earning checking
account at First Federat free of
mgnthly service charges and vath
no minimum balance
requirement

Ten agvantages that explain wihy thousands upon theusands have
already opened their interest-garning checking accounts at First Federal
Join them. Just drop in at any First Federa! office, and one of our

i
i
i

.

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS OF DETROIT

Maln Office: 1001 Woodward Avenug, Detralt, Michigan 48226. Phone: (313) 865-1400.

friendly staff wil heip you open your account aimost before you
can count toten You'llfindit 3 very interesting
experience and one more reason to make

First Federal your Center for
Family Financial Matters

FARMINGTON  FARM.HILLS LIVONIA NOvI W.BLOOMFIELD SOUTHFIELD  LATHRUPVIL.  NORTHLAND
Farmington Road 33333 W. 12 Mile Road Middlebeit 10 Mile Road Oichard Lake Road 10 Mile Road 27777 Soulhfield Rd. Greentield
.South of Grand River  at Farmington Road 817 Mile Road and Meadowbrook at Maple Road West of Telograph North of 11 Mile opposite Northland
476-3724 553-3500 474-4643 348-9110 851-1343 354-9030 569-1555

ONE WEEK ONLY

Regular $5.98

SALE SAVE *2°

6” HANGING BASKETS

Big & Bushy

While 300 per Store Last

Swedish Ivy Spider Plant Basket
English lvy Burros Tail Creeping Fig
Wandering Jew Piggy Back Hoya

Bridal Veil Goldfish Lipstick .
Creeping Charlie Pothos Pepperomia

NEW SHIPMENTS OF PLANTS ARRIVING DAILY
NOW IN STOCK — BONSAL TREES — LARGE ASST. OF
CACTUS — FLOWERING PLANTS — LARGE HANGING BASKETS

$ 398

4in 1 Assorled

Recommendations.

FREE
HOUSEPLANT CLINIC

By Our Horticulturist Lillian Chont Winchell.
Bring In Samples of Your Plant Problems for

1P.M. SAT. Feb. 215t DEARBORN STORE
TPM FEB. 28th W. BLOOMFIELD STORE

Va2

PACKAGED
FLOWER & VEGETABLE SEEDS

Choose From Burpee, Ferry Morse, & Fredonia

OFF

Two Complete Garden Centers and Nurseries
9:00 to 6:00, Sundays 10:00 to 5:00 - Visa and Mastercard

DEARBORN, 22650 Ford Road at-Outer Drive
W. BLOOMFIELD, 6370 Orchard Lake Rd.

ENGLISH GARDENS, Prices Effective Through Wed., Feb. 25th

278-4433
851-7508

564-6228




