consumer mailbag

Environmental issues
interest new resident

‘We moved to Michigan a short time
Bgo and are just now feeling settled
down. We are concerned about environ-
mental ssues but have no idea of how
to become involved. Can you help? Is
Concern a membership groop? Can I
join?

Concern Inc. Detroit iz not a mem-
bership organization. However we wel-
come new volunteers to help us with
our many consumer-related environ-
mental projects. Concern Inc. Detroit
also works closely with several groups
whose focus is more issue-oriented.
One in particular is the East Michigan
Environmental Action Council.

As part of a grant to increase mem-
bership EMEAC will send you a free
packet of information containing a few
of their most requested publications.
They include:

@ “Phone Lines to Action” Lists the
phone numbers of the government
agencies and citizen groups that can
help you with landfills, wetland and
stream filling, gravel mining, pollution
and other problems.

@ “A guide to the Michigan Environ-
mental Protection Act.” Shows citizens
and local efficials how Michigan’s most
important environmental law gives

them the power to protect themselves
from environmental harm.

@ “The List of Books” suggested
reading lists on the influential new en-
vironmental books in the field of ener-
gy and materials, land ethics, alterna-
tive futures and limits to growth,

They also publish “Target Earth,” a
monthly newsletter for members. It
keeps its readers up-to-date on the en-
vironmental issues affecting the re-
gion.

For more information on merpber-
ship eall 879-6040.4To recieve sample
pubhcauons send a2 SASE to EMEAC,
5600 Crooks, Troy 48098.

ECO-TIP

East Michigan Environmental Aec-
tion Council’s monthly meetings are
open to the public. They take place the
second Tuesday of the month at 8 p.m.

at the Cranbrook Institute of Science.
Call 879-6040 to reserve a seat as space
is limited.

Consumer Mailbag answers your
questions on consumer and environ-
mental isues. Address mail to Con-
cern Inc. Detroit, I Northfield Plaza,
Troy 48098.
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Five year warranty on all parts. In ad-
dition, we offer a 15% fuel savings
guarantee.

Applies for energy 1ax credit.

put A REAL pamPer
ON HEATING BILLS.

Any gas o ail, furnace of boler,
which is connected 10 a vent pipe,
can have its efficiency increased from
8:28% with the simple installation of
an EFFIKAL® Automatic Damper
System. Very few automatic dampers
‘can deliver this high range of perfor-
mance. tn fact, an independent test-
ing laboratory found that EFFIKAL”
cansistently outperforms other
leading electric brands . . . and is

4 TIMES MORE EFFECTIVE than
the thermally actuated vent damper
brands!

So, if you're ready to put a damper
on heating bills . . . make sure it's a
realone . . . make sure it's an
EFFIKAL" .
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Alecohol frequent nursing home friend

Elderly alcoholic women, mostly
widows, make up a significant propor-
tion of patlents in the nation’s nursing
homes, a University of Michigan
researcher says, but their condition of-
ten remains unacknowledged and un-
treated.

“In Michigan and many states, it is
technically illegal to admit an alechol-
ic or other chemically addicted person
to a nursing home,” said Richard Doug-
{:]a&;’of the Institute of Gerontology at

“Many admitting physicians list al-
cohol-related disorders near the bot-
tom of their diagnoses so that the con-
dition is not readily apparent.

“The wisdom of these outdated laws
should be challenged. Obviously, if the
aleohol-related problems of these pa-
tients are not e\P n acknowledged, they
cannot be given proper personal and
medical care.”

Douglass studied the records of 236

elderly persons, 50 percent of the pa-
tients who were admitted to nursing
homes under Medicare in Oakland
County in 1977.

SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT were
women, and all but 15 were widows,
consistent with the higher life expect-

-ancy -of women., Among the 188 for

whom he obtained complete research
data, 22 had medical diagnoses that
listed " conditions related to alcohol
abuse. Twenty of these patients were
‘women.

“The conditions were rarely listed
among ore of the top three diagnoses
but were readily apparent among the
fourth through eighth. If medical care
plans for these patients were based
principally on the first three diagnoses,
the care could well be in conflict with
that recommended for alcoholic pa-
tients,” he said.

“We found the alcoholics were much

more likely to be living in another in-
stitution or with an adult child before
admission to the nursing home, while
the non-alcoholics were more likely to
have been living with a spouse, a sib-
ling, or independently in their own
homes.

“This suggests a higher level of de-
pendency among the alcoholics.

“THE RECORDS also reveal that
the alcoholic patients were much more
isolated from. their extended families,
receiving far fewer visits from chil-
dren and other relatives than their non-
alcoholic peers. It is not clear whether
they were drinking because of loneli-
ness and alienation from the family, or
whether other circumstances precipi-
tated the drinking problem and that
hurt the family relationships.

“One factor in the increase of al-
coholic nursing home patients is the
trend to deinstitutionalize mental hos-

pital patients in Michigan and other
states,

“Elderly mental patients are too
frail for such alternatives as adult fos-
ter care. Thus, they are usually moved
to nursing homes.

“If the laws forbidding admission of
alcohol-addicted patients to nursing
homes were strictly upheld, these pa-
tients would have nowhere to go.”

Even before entering a nursing
bome, the older woman alcoholic has
often been bypassed by the treatment
system, Douglass said.

“The great majority of alcoholics
over the age of 50 in treatment pro-
grams are men, enlisted through court
referral programs, industrial outreach
programs and the Veterans ,.dminis-
tration.

“Few programs are targetted at the
older woman living alone.”
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+ Tube of panel adhesive
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» Caulking qun with every three panels
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3-16” solid Cherry Planks?

Then you haven’t seen the new
Genuine Hardwood
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. MICHIGAN
FURNACE COMPANY
556 Robbins Drive_« Troy, Michigan 48084
Phone 313/588-9224

OUT-OF-SIGHT
SAVINGS
ON EYEWEAR
AND
. CONTACT LENSES

00 Bausch & Lomb or '
20 OFF American Optical t
Soft Contact
New soft lenses that wer2569 Oﬂarz P 61
e o Lenses Reg.Price$69 |
coupon at time of purchase. Pwles I
sional and fitting fees not ncluded. PEARLE Y !
Prior discounts do not apply. Offer ente ]
expires March 31, 1981. (One coupon Vision © i 1
per purchase.) A SEARLE COMPANY 5
—
¥ 1
] i
$ 0 Complete Pair
a0 00ona complenepaoipme.  Of Prescription’ :
scription glasses, Choose from our Eyeglasses.
large selection of fashion, classic and -
children’s frames. Present this coupon
at time of purchase to claim your dis- PEARI—E y
count. Prlor discounts do not apply. vision center
Offer expires March 31, 1981. (One T
coupon per purchase.) A SEARLE COMPANY
$99 00 Tinting of
Halfweights®
Bring in this coupon at time of order Brand Lenses
and get $3.00 offthe tinting of .
Halfweights™ brand lenses, when pur-
chased. Prior discounts do not apply.
Offer expires March 31, 1981. i
R A SEARLE COMPANY 1
GROSSE| POINTE WOO0DS—21207 Mack, Tel. B36-1066 + SOUTHGATE—Southgale

Shopping Center, 13615 Eureka Rd., Tel. 263-6800 « LIVONIA—20365 Middlebelt Rd.,
Tel. 478-0234 « 34901 Plymouth Rd., Tel. 425-2400 » ALLEN PARK—14535 Sauthfield
Hd Tet. 382-5100 « GARDEN CITY—29316 Ford Rd., Tel. 261-6868 « BELLEVILLE—
ing Center, 2085 lle Rd., Tel 485-3580 « CANTON—44750

Fmd Rd., Tel. 455-3190 - DETROIT—9350 Ta\eglaph Rd., Tel. 533-4800 » 18351

Plymouth Rd., Tel. 273-1102 + 19841 W. 8 Mile Rd., Tel. 531-7460 «TAYLOR—11050

Telegraph Rd., Tel. 946-9572 » DEAHBORN—ZGOSO Michigan Ave., Tel. 274-8815¢
For other locations call tofl-iree 800-331-1000
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Includes: F.J. Jambs, Slops.
Hinges Drilled for Hardware
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NOW! BOLD, DEEP
WALL TEXTURES

Ruffit.

« Easy to apply
« Premixed — ready to use
*» Crack resistant -
« Covers up to 80

OUR REG. 515,95

2 GALLONS IN
swsiniy PLASTIC PAIL

$AV\$ 95
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pail
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Armstrong Suspended Ceilings
Bring your room dimensions for free
estimates. See our beautiful displays at

Save

0%

] Rushc, deep
l . textured rugged brick
i [ * Mesa
] | Beige both locations.
. B 99 oth locations.

10'x12' ROOM
$ 16

Includes Tiles &
Gridworlk
209 Savings

2x2 TEXTURED TILE
#943
(o}

Fire, praof Sound] proofJ
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Do-It-Yourself |

Folding
Door 4
Kit \

Ready 10 redecorate?
Add-a-toom? Plan better
storage now - with full
access” folding dooss
Assemble your own loldng '
doors with pre-krushed
paneling ard an ACME
docr ket

FOR BEDROOM. FAMILY
ROOM GUEST ROO!
DEN. ATTIC, BASEM
LAUNDRY ROOM
GARAGE. SHOP
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SEE THE ACE DISPLAY IN
OUR PANELING DEPT
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55'Haggerty Rd.
(313)624 <4551
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HOWELL 227 N. Barnard
(517) 546-9320
Mon.-Sat. 805
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