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SEMTA urged
to step in, settle
small bus strike

Spokesmen for 1,200 riderless senior
citizens and handicapped persons want
the Southeastern Michigan Transporta-
tion Authority to take a more “visible”
role in settling four-month-long small
bus strike in suburbap Wayne and Oak-
land counties.

The strike is against Transit Man-
agement Inc., which operates the small
bus service under contract with SEM-
TA. SEMTA officials have not been in-
volved in negotiations, said Michael
Dewey, the authority’s small bus sys-
tems manager.

The strike, which began in early Oc- *

tober, has shut down SEMTA's OCART
and WAYCART systems. The two small
bus systems carried.mostly elderly and
people to work,

centers, grocery shopping and other ap-

intments.

Dial-A-Ride systems in the suburbs
have not been effected.

On strike are 105 drivers and clerks
represented by Teamsters Local 247.

“MANY SENIORS were totally de-
pendent on OCART,” said Ellen Bi-
ernes, a senior volunteer coordinator
for the city of Southfield. She was
among a group of five who asked the
SEMTA board Tuesday to take a more
active role in settling the strike,

‘The two sides have not met since late
January when a near settlement “fell
through on us,” said Ron Barnes, gener-
al manager of Transit Management of
‘Wayne and Oakland County. «

David Schuler, the Teamsters negoti-
ator, said he refused to take a proposed

+ contract to 2 membership vote late last

tmonth because management had om-

. mitted or changed some items.

Barnes said “that’s not the case,” but
both declined to provide details.”

‘THE SEMTA board discussed the'ap-
parent stalemate in a closed session
Tuesday.

A SEMTA advisory group called the

* Regional Elderly & Handicapped Ser-

vice Development Committee asked

the board to consider seeking a court

injunction to provide service while ne-
gotiations continue. It also’ asked the
SEMTA board to develop other plans to
operate the small buses should the
strike continue past July 1 when SEM-
TA’s current ' contract with Transit
Management expires.

A SEMTA official said both actions
would probably be illegal.

The group urged the SEMTA board
to “become more urgently and visibly
involved” to Settle the strike. “In this
regard,” the group said in a written
statement, “we've noted that the SEM-
TA updates don’t even mention the
strike, all the while noting the new
buses obtained to bring the fleet to full
size. Parked buses nonetheless.”

THE STRIKING drivers and clerks
were paid roughly $4.35 an hour, with
overtime, based on a 47-hour work
week.

Transit Management is offering a
raise to $5.60 an hour immediately,
with two additional raises to $6.80 per
hour by January 1983.

Barnes remains optimistic about a
settlement. “If it's just language that's
the problem, we should be able to sit
down and talk about it,” Barnes said.

Schuler said he welcomes the SEM-
TA board’s becoming involved in the
dispute. “They're the ones that fund the
program,” he said. “Transit Manage-
ment works for them.”

He said only “a few” of the 100
strikers, who are receiving Teamster
strike beriefits, have left for other jobs.

The OCART and WAYCART shut-
downs have saved SEMTA “several
hundred thousand,” according to

Dewey. He said the rgoney has not been -

transferred to other programs. *

OCART has a $2.9 million operating
budget for the fiscal year ending June
30. WAYCART was budgeted at $3.2
million, Dewey said.

Thursday, February 19, 1981 (0)9A

33491 Seven Mite
\ at Farmington Rd.
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this sale!

Framed Mirrors
AND AcCCessories

' 20% oFF

NOW THRU FEB. 28th

476-8410
255-5100

Open Mon. thru Fri. 10-5 Sal. 10-4

Greene Broc.

&
Hoanuwa Weotern

provide

Natmal Sophistioation

at 25% Savings

Verticals - 17
wood horizontals
Dacorative
Shades - Woven
Woods -
Shutters and
other fine
Greene Bros.
Products.

We have it all
also wallpaper at 25% everyday savings

0ld Orehard Shopping Center
Maple Rd. at Orchard Lk. Rd,

15150 W, 7 Mile Rd.
342-8822

Open
Mon. theu Fri. 830105
Sat.5t03

626-2400

ight or handling ch
installation available at additional cost. Expires 2-28-61

SELF PROTECTION SPRAY
DISABLES ATTACKERS |

DEFEND YOURSELF FROM

RAPE-ASSAULT-MUGGING

The Powerful Chemical.

Orthochloro Benz Almalondbnitrile (CS)

is used by the U.S. Army for Riot Control
and by many Law Enforcement Agencies.
A unique combination of (CS) and a
non-toxic chemical solvent is now available
in a hand size aerosol cannister.
For personal defense.

THE EFFECTS ARE INSTANT: L

+ Aone second blast to the face
incapacitates most persons up to 20-30
minutes.

Face burns like hot acid on it.

Blinds involuntarily and temporarily.
Tightness of chest gives

suffocating feeling.

Dizziness and nausea.

Causes panic and agony.

= Ploasewand units of SPS tor (6043 each © 4% Sales Tax - S1. 13 Handling Charge)
NAME PHONE
| appress oIy STATE. zp
| Enclosed s Money Order. visa Order Amt.
| Account No. Exp. Date.
| Visa and MasterCard Phone Orders Accepted.
24327 W. 7 Mile Road, Detroit, M 48219
l MA“' TO: SELF PROTECTION SPRAY COMPANY

EFFECTIVE - ‘SAFE - LEGAL

CALL NOW! 533-7077 - 533-7078 - 533-7079
SELF PROTECTION SPRAY COMPANY, DETROIT, M.

KASHIMAR

44th Annual Winter Sale

America’s most extensive and best-selling collection of
Oriental Design Rugs from Courlstan

SEMI-ANNUAL SALE

More than fame
and more than money,
is the comment warm and sunny N
-B. Braley

~
Georgla Pacific Shingles
N\ A BUILT-IN SUN
ACTIVATED SEALANT
BONDS EACH SHINGLE
TO THE NEXT. YOU GET
MAXIMUM WIND PROTEC-
TION.
UNFACED roLy 10 COLORS 2 94
6x15-49 Sq. Ft. - $11.25 sa.
~
BONDEX
. DRYWALL
Joint

2" - #x8
3310
S¥8” - 4x8’

5299

799

STUDS LUAN

Economy 7
2"'x4"x8’

For a limited time only...Couristan's largest of Oriental design rugs are specially priced. Choose

from the greatest selection of sizes, patterns and styles available, including the shapes of today. All are Construcllon 37

re-created of 100% pure worsted wool for ex\racrdlnary durability and iuxury. Power-loomed in Belglum with 2"'x4"'x8

G weaving Kashimar is intricately detailed with rich “come-alive’” colorations. -

Fringes knohed entirely by hand add that final touch of elegance to each Kashimar Oriental Design Rug, a

Jjewel to be cherished for years to come. Naturally it's a... .
C STA\' - :

(Interior Pre-Hung Doors 50% ﬂ

1%" Thick, F/J Jambs, Hinges Steps

|\

KASHIMAR SIZES (Including fringe),
(*) Indicates CHINAMAR SIZES
REG.

OCTAGON SIZES (Unfringed)

e iz s LAUAN  BIRCH OFF ALL
AN *2/0 §'8” 2090  35.95 IN STOCK .
HALL RUNNER SIZES (Including fringe) :253 g:g:: gg'gg gg'gg WEATHE R
NN g0 *2/8 6'8” 3390  39.95 STRIPPING
- I - -
CcuT RUNNERS (Snld by the linear yard) \. 3,0 6'8 3490 42.95 All Foam
| 23"Width. ... $59.50 L/yd.....$50.90 L/yd.

910"x 16'6" MICNIGAN S MOSY UNUSUAL MARDWARE SIORE
e xig . -

Member of laterior Detign Socirty
10 8id you in your decorsting needs.

@ulmtgal Pouse o

Peansyivania House Dealer
20292 dedkbel: (Smub of 8 Mll:) Livonia » 474 6900 * Mon., Thurs., Fri. "l 9

! Onen
Sun,

HARDWARE LUMBER & SUPPLY, COMPANY

+°.31245 EIGHT MILE ROAD corner MERRIMAN

LIVON!A . 476-62_40




