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Cross country skiers head over the lakes and through the woods

Story and photos
By SALLY GERAK

It sounded like fun when Harry
Peterson invited me to join a group of
local cross country ski enthusiasts for a
for a moonlight cross country trek. The
outing was to take place at Stokely

* Creek Ski Touring Center, which is 25,

miles north of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontar-
io. Since previous cross country skiing
experiences had always been refresh-
ing, I eagerly accepted.

“My brothers and I first ski toured in
the Canadian Algoma district in 1954,”
explained Peterson, He added that they
fell in love with the mountainous wil-
derness and bought property that is
now operated as a non-profit ski tour-
ing club.

Fellow travelers on the quickie ex-
cursion included Charlie

fitness consultant and owner of the To—
tal Runner store, and Ed Gallaudet,
also of Birmingham, whose Cessna 210
provided our transportation to Sault
Ste. Marie.

Peterson’s and Blanchard’s reputa-
tions for serious commitent to rigo-
rous endeavors should have been ample
wanung to an out- af{cndmon, ciga-

ddicted novice. But G:
announced that he had never cross
country skied before, so it seemed that
I would at least have one comrade in
incompetence.

UPON LANDING at the “Soo” air-
port, I was further intimidated by the

appearance of Maxi Neugebauer, who,

with her husband, Al, was also a Stoke-
ly Creek guest. Maxi is well-known
locally for being a competitive tennis
player, runner and skier of consider-
able skill. Her presence was a signal
that the pending moonlight maneuver
would probably be no leisurely jaunt.
During our trip from the airport,
Maxi extolled the wonders of skiing at

. Stokely Creek, emphasizing not only its

natural beauty but the importance of
‘waxing skis properly.
“Waxless skis are terrible. They are
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Stokely Creek manager Michael 0'Connor leads visitors into the
remote lodge with the help of a team of Siberian huskies, including
one that weighs 80 pounds and likes to perch on 0’Connor’s shoulders.

50 noisy and their drag slows you
down,” she advised. I mentally con-
gratulated myself for leaving my own
waxless skis behind.

After a short trip, we puiled into a
nondescript parking area from which a
path led into the wilderness beyond.
‘While my companions slipped into their
skis, Stokely Creek manager Michael
O’Connor placed our luggage on a dog
sled harnessed to a handsome team of
five Siberian Huskies. Then he pointed
to the sled runners and instructed me
to “Hop on.”

AS 1 RODE the ome-third mile
through the woods to the lodge, I felt
like a character straight out of “Call of
the Wild.” The transition from air trav-
el to dog sled was a fitting introduction
to the tranquility of Stokely Creek Ski
Center, which is nestled in a forested
canyon beside its namesake stream.

‘The main lodge, two smaller lodges,
a day skiers’ cabin and some service
buildings form the nucleus of the cen-

ter’s facilities. The contemporary
lodges, designed by Dave Osler, have a
combined capacity of 35, I learned.
They are smartly furnished and contain
the obligatory fireplaces, sauna and
sun deck.

We arrived just in time for a hearty
dinner served family style in the main
lodge dining room. The room’s major
feature was a window wall that frames
a view of King Mountain, which rises
1,880 feet to the east of the center. Ev-
eryone ate ravenously in anticipation
of the calories which would be burned
up on the trails later that evening.

And what trails they are! Fifty miles
of marked paths, groomed for two sets
of ski tracks, wind through Algoma's
hilly wilderness. Inside the lodge, club
maps show routes of beginner, interme-
diate and expert levels.

‘But our plan called for skiing to one
of five lakes, none of which is accessi-
ble from a beginner trail.

AS 1 HUFFED and puffed up the

“first hill on properly waxed, rented

skis, Peterson considerately idvised,
“Now Sally, don’t think you have to
keep up with everybody.”

“Don't worry, Harry, I've absolutely
no ego riding on this performance,” I
assured my host. “Ten years ago, I
might have had. But, when I've had
half as much as I can handle, I'll just
turn around and go back. No need to
worry about me."

Far ahead, I could hear Maxi coach-
ing, “Kick. Glide. That's great! Aren't
those skis terrific? You can hardly hear
them tracking.”

If any of the moose, lynx, cougars or
wolves that O'Connor said live in the
vicinity were observing us that night of
the full moon, I would not have noticed.
Keeping my skis in the tracks required
my total attention. Peterson hung back
to keep me company and point out the
wonders of nature about which I was
only able to “ooh” and “aah” between
deep breaths.

After 2% miles of strenuous skiing, I
knew that I had reached my halfway
mark. Peterson graciously insisted on
guiding me back to the lodge. However
before we could call it a day, near the
bottom of a long run I fell and twisted
my knee.

'As T watched my knee begin to swell,
1 thought, almost with pleasure, “What
a shame. Now I'll have to laze around
on the sun deck tomorrow while all the
fitness freaks kick and glide through
the wilderness.”

IT DIDN'T even bother me when the
others returned, bringing with them ex-
hilerating descriptions of fog rising off
the frozen lake and loons calling to
their mates. Only Gallaudet confessed
to being exhausted.

Harry Peterson, left, and Al and Maxi Neugebauer were all set
following a hearty evening meal to take to the trails for a cross coun-
try tour to one of five lakes that are within touring distance of the
Algoma district club.

ARTY, !
IIUNE

Colorado

February 9th - 28th

Michigan National Bank-Farmington
Drake Road & Grand River Office

' recisterror 3 FREE TRIPS

The ideal gift for any occasion
Unique Telephones & Desk Accessories

a20% oft
cali 352-8288 for appointment

SENIORS
BOWL FOR 50° A GAME
Wed. and Fri. 1:00 pm-5:00 pm
1l May 13
SHOES & COFFEE FREE
Also
LUNCH SPECIAL 75° ;2.
11:00am-2:00pm Weekdays

ARK WEST 28435N Western Hwy.
Southfield

352-3333

Start the New Year right
with a dental check-up.

MANUEL J. KANER, D.D.S.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

No Charge For Initial Examination
and Consultation

29911 W. Six Mile s o
Just W. of Middlebelt ADnommem

cgm:gasv Discaunt to Senior meuns 4320
K cSEN, K
S0,
HAVE YOUR
KITCHEN
ORBATH
REMODELED
NOW!
626-1808
(669-2020 N
Giveevery || 05 e
SEND
NEWBORN X —SET— |
the
‘March of Dimes
wiBirth Defects Fou

For years Pueblo -remained uncharted and
unknown.

Then, suddenly, the secret was out. Puebloiis the
city that sends out the free Consumer Information
Cblalalog It's the city where the streets are paved with

ooklets.

Now everyone knows.

And now ‘everyone can send for their very own
copy of the Consumer Information Catalog. The new
edition lists over 200 helpful ‘Federal publications,
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hints, growing gardens, food facts. All kinds of useful
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