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Friends in deed ]ilelping out friends in need

~ ‘When these women get out of jail, they
might have a living place but they have
no job, no training and no skills. They’d
like to get out of that cycle. Otherwise
when they’re released, they repeat their
offense and come back.’

BY SHERRY KAHAN

Twice 2 week Pat Hickmott drives to the Wayne
County Detention Annex at the Wayne County Gen-
eral Hospital in Westland. She works with female

prisoners there in a program sponsored by the
'YWCA of western Wayne County.

Once at the jail Hickmott shows her face through
a window and an-
nounces the intent of
her visit. When recog-
nized, she is buzzed
through the door. She
makes her way toward
the living quarters of
the prisoners. Here she
A again identifies herself
at another series of
doors before a guard
opens them for her and
then re-locks them be-
hind her.

The volunteer’s desti-
nation is a large room
about 100 feet by 20°
feet surrounded by bars
connected with cyclone
fencing. It is the tempo-
rary home of about 20
women prisoners. Along the back is a row of dou-
ble-decker bunks. Along the front is a row of cots
broken by a picnic table. At one end, open to view,
are showers, toilets and washbowls.

This is the room for sentenced female prisoners.
There is a similar room for unsentenced prisoners,
those detained in the annex because they could not
afford bail. Most of the inmates are in jail on pros-
titution or larceny charges. Their terms are less
than a year.

Except for an hour or 50 a day in the recreation
room working in arts and crafts or studying for the
high school equivalency test, the prisoners spend
their life in this room, sleeping, eating talking.

Hickmott also is there to talk. She is part of two
prison programs established by the YWCA, one for
volunteers and one for students doing field work for
academic credit.

Working toward a master's degree in guidance
and counseling at Eastern Michigan University, she
only recently began the prison visits. After five
trips 1o the facility, she is beginning to feel at ease
in the company of the women. -

“People have begun to know I'm coming,” she
said. “They know me already. Some are happy to
see me. Some are really anxious to have someone
totalk to.”

However, sometimes she has to let them down

“Last week I wasn't very useful,” she said. “Their
TV had been taken out. I don’t know, it might have
needed fixing, or maybe it was something else. But
there was no way I could get it back for them.”

PAT HICKMOTT

IN HER COUNSELING Hickmott looks for ways
to help the women out of the cycle they seem to be
in. .
“When these women get out of jail they might
have a living place but they have no job, no training

and no sKills,” she said. “They'd like to get out of
that eycle. Otherwise when they're released, they
repeat their offense and come back.

“I'm calling teday to get a catalog from Wayne
County Community College in case there is some-
thing they are interested in doing to get more edu-
cation or training. They talk about wanting a job,
maybe in fast foods. Others would like training in
cosmetology, office skills or skills to enable them to
work in a nursing home.”

But she feels her main purpose is t3 help them
deal with their feelings, to give them the opportuni-
ty to air what's insided. So far she has visited with
them in small groups, and on an individual basis.
For private talks, she and the prisorer involved
must move to an-unoccupied corner of the large
room. .

““Jail is very traumatic for these people,” she
said. “I hope 1 can help them through that experi-
ence. They really need contact with people in the
outside world.”

TWO OTHER women involved in the program
are Jan Purcell of Northville and Lisa Dion of Tay-
lor. Purcell is a probation officer for the 35th Dis-
trict Court, which includes Plymouth and Canton
Township. She is a volunteer. Dion is a social work
student at Eastern Michigan University doing field
work. .

“I love them, they're great,” said Purcell, who
then added that she couldn't believe how much she
missed the prisoners when she was on vacation. “I
got big hugs when I got back.”

“They can’t figure out why I am here,” she said.
“They don't understand why I do this. But after we
volunteers are here for a period of time and estab-
lish rapport, they realize we care. When they under-
stand we're not getting paid, they realize we're
here because we want to be. They see we're con-
cerned, that we show love. For some it's the first
time they've ever received it.”

Purcell works a great deal on a one-to-one basis,
and finds this especially rewarding.

“IT MAKES ME feel important,” she said. I lis-
ten and try to help them think over their lives.
Sometimes I can see the wheels turning as they
think. I'm not going to change their lives a whole
lot. But it is rewarding to me that they are truly
thinking about the direction they want to take.

“A lot of these girls have potential if they only
had the opportunity and wherewithall to channel it
in a constructive way. They get to a point when
they want to change. But they need help to do it.
Not only do they need to be led to the doors of
opportunity, they need the doors opened for them.
They feel in a state of despair, that there is no help
available.

“Some of them are not strong enough to make it
on their own. There is not enough discipline in their
lives or self-esteem.”

Listening is appreciated, Purcell added. “Some
never had anyone who sat down and really listened
to them. I work on goals, and help them to help
their children.”
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LEARN HOW TO

As a community service, Botsford General Hospital will be of-
fering a free training program for area citizens in cardiopulmo-
nary resusitation (CPR). The ultimate purpose is to enable citi-
zens to perform CPR for heart attack victims until emergency
medical personnel arrive. Certified Instructors will teach the
course.

The one session, 3 hour “Heart Saver” course will be offered
Thursday, March 5 at 7 p.m. in Classroom 203 on the second
floor of the Botsford Professional Building which Is located in
front of the hospital. The CPR course will resume Its regularly
scheduled monthly mesting on the first Thursday of each month
thereafter.

To pre-register, please call 476-7600, Ext. 444 on Monday thru
Friday from- 8:30 AM-4:30 PM. Class size is limited so please
. register early. Botsford General Hospital is tocated at 28050
e Grand River Avenue, Farmington Hills, 48024 (north of 8 Mila
© %e  Rd,behind the Botsford Inn.} Lo
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Lisa Dion (lower left) talks about future ac-
tivities with inmates (from left) Pamela Hoo-
ver, Christina Lillen and Ingrid Hill, while

LISA DION ALSO has high regard for the women
she meets at the prison.
“I don’t feel sorry for them,” she said. “They ac-

Conversation is important and Christina
Lillen (right) makes a point in talk with Jan
Purcell.

(" APublic Service Announcement

Emergency care for your pets
may be needed at any hour of
the day. night. weekends or hol-
iday. The Animal Emergency
Room can provide that service,

ANDIAL EMERGENCY ROOM
24423 Grand River
Gust West of Telegraph)
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Jan Purcell (far right) discusses pending busi-
mess with Beverly Coleman. (Photos by Art
Emanuele)

cept us. We've become good friends. It's not just
giving on our part, but an even give and take.”

Miss Dion often brings in fingernail polish be-
cause the women appreciate such feminine items.
She leads them in exercises and other activities. but
also helps them clarify their values.

The YWCA of western Wayne County is looking
for more volunteers for this program. Those inter-
ested may contact Leslie Frederick at 561-4110.

“The (police) department is happy to have the Y
people involved.” said Inspector William Ro-
quemore of the Wayne County Sheriff's Depart-
ment. “They are the catalysts who start conversa-
tions. The prisoners get a chance to talk about their
kids and themselves. They ventilate things inside
them. It's nice, if confined, to think someone is in-
terested in them.”

“It's a worthwhile experience,” said Hickmott.
“Certainly it's not a beautiful situation to be in. If,
you are looking for beauty, you don’t belong there.
But if you're willing to 'k in the situation they
are in, then it's a very personally rewarding experi-
ence.”

“They are extremely grateful, and let us know
it.” said Purcell.

“It's hard for them to believe anyone could care
for them,” said Miss Dion.

Chemical
addiction
workshop

The Michigan Alcohol
and Addiction Associa-
tion (MAAA) is sponsor-
ing a workshop headed by
Sharon Wegscheider, who
works in the field of
chemical dependency.

“Seulpturing and the
Dynamies of the En-
abling Process” is inten-
sive advanced skill train-
ing to take place from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. March 6 in
the Finnish Center in
Farmington Hills.

For registration, con-
tact the MAAA office at
474-1291.

Movies
focus on
women

The University of
Michigan-Dearborn’s Cul-
tural Events Committee
and Women's Center will
present two films focus-
ing on the images of
women.

George Cukor's 1939
classic, “The Women,”
will be shown at 7 p.m.
Friday, March 13. It stars
Rosalind Russell, Joan
Crawford, Paulette God-
dard and Nerma Shearer.
A discussion will follow.

“Terminal Island" by
Stephanie Rothman will
be shown on March 20.
This film depicts a future
in which capital punish-
ment is replaced by a sys-
tem of prison islands on
which alternative soci-
eties develop, based on
sexual equality. It is
rated R.

Both showings. free,
are in Room 179 of tie
Engineering Laboratory
Building on the Universi-
ty of Michigan-Dearborn
campus, Evergreen
Road, between Michigan
Avenue and Ford Road.
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Wood, Formica & Metal Cabinets
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ON DISPLAY... : o Blr
All appliances « Thermador -
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ST, CHARLES FASHION KITCHENS, INC.
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Bring your roll of 110. 126, or 35mm color print rolt film (full frame.
C-41 process only} for developing and printing to a Fox Photo relail
store. Monday through Thursday. before the afternoon pick-up.
(Check your friendly Fox store for exact time.} Your pictures will be
ready after the last delivery the-next day. excluding holidays. If not.
your order is FREE!

Plus,

you can now choose your photofinish.
Diamond Gloss or Satin Sheen

Diamond Gloss gives the profes-

sional look to all your shots, with

superhard, bright color. Satin Sheen

fitish gives your pictures a soft, warm

glow—it makes every picture prettier.
AND PRINTING

ﬂFF COLOR PRINT FILM

- On any 110, 126. or 35mm color prnt roll im
(full frame. C-41 process only) One roll per
coupon. excludes use of other coupons Vanig
at any Fox Photo walk-in or dnve-up store. *
OFFER GOOD THRU MARCH 7. 1981
COUPON MUST g
ACCOMPANY ORDER  scsctmmminmecs: e

DEVELOPING 499 A |

- 10 Convenient Plymouth Area Locations

To Serve You!
PLYNOUTH DEARBORN HEIGHTS  INKSTER 3651 Washtanas.
882 West Ann Arbor #25604 Richugan Ave @ 30209 Cheery Hill REDFORD TOWNSHIP
Tl 8438 Telogragn Ry NORTHVILLE *8eecn-Daly &
BIRMINGHAM eCalony Park S,iC #300 Navth Center Grang Rwver
#3636 W Maple Watren & Garling  PITTSFIELD TOWNSHIP SQUTHFIELD
*Greenhald Plaza
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