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“Siate loans money for home it wants to destroy

By CRAIG PIECHURA

+ One state agency is financing a new
home in Southfield built on land anoth-
-er state agency may buy to make way
for the 1-696 freeway.

How? It's easy, says Allan Dewey,
manager of the single-family home fi-
nancing program of the Michigan State

clears the way for completion of I-696.
The loan was approved in January

1980.

Lot 63, at 16135 Meadowood, South-
field, lies directly in the freeway path,
according to William Mitehell, local
MDOT right-of-way engineer. The
home is directly behind Thompson Mid-
dle School, north of 10% Mile, west of

Housing D Authority
+(MSHDA).
+« Three Lansing-based MSHDA site in-

spectors inspect about 30 homes in the
state per day, but checking for future
« freeways isn’t part of the review. pro-
~cess, Dewey says.

+. Last January the Southfield Building
-Department issued a temporary occu-
pancy permit for a new home built on
- the proposed path of I-696.

, Last Thursday the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation got the nod
from SEMCOG to request more than
$15 million in state and federal funds
to buy privately owned land along the
proposed route of I-696.

The next day, MSHDA, a public cor-
poration administered by state offi-
_-.cials, closed the deal on a low-cost
mortgage to a family whose new house
< sits on land the state wants to buy as it

As recently as last Friday MSHDA
approved a mortgage at 8% percent in-
terest for a home at that address.

NEW HOMEOWNERS Michael and
Yvonne Arnold, who live with their
three sons at the Meadowood address,
inadvertantly found out about the pro-
posed freeway path last month. The
received a disturbing letter from an at-
torney when all but the trim was fin-
ished on their energy-efficient “dream
home.”

An attorney representing parties op-
posed to the freeway wrote the Arnolds
asking if they’d join a class-action law-
suit effort to stop 1-696 from uprooting
existing homeowners such as them-
selves.

Persons living in houses along the
proposed path of Interstate 636 have

Man electrocuted
while untangling kite

A 26-year-old Farmingten Hills man
was electrocuted Friday afternoon
while trying to untangle 2 kite from an
electrical wire, accarding to police and
fire officials.

The victim, Santo Amara, 26, of
Farmington Hills tried to dislodge the
kite by hooking a golf club to the end of
a long metal pole, according to fire-
fighter Richard Marnucei. The incident
occurred 2:15 p.m. Friday at Green-
creek and 10 Mile Road, west of Ink-

Amara was laid off from his job at
Cadillac Assembly plant.

The funeral was Tuesday at Guardi-
an Angels Church on Detroit's east side.
Burial was in Holy Sepulchre Ceme-
tery. Arrangments were handled by the
Calcettera Funeral Home.

Amara is survived by his parents,
Grace and Sebastiano Amara of Farm-
ington Hills; sisters, Mrs. Lisa Stock-
man, Mrs. Tina Wasung and Gina
Amara; and grandparents Mrs. Lucille
Cavataio and Mrs. Rosaria Amara.

never been sure if their homes must go
to make way for the expressway. Talk

-of federal highway budget cutbacks

adds to the confusion.

Their uncertainty is shared by state
and local governmental agencies.

No city official or state highway de-
partment representative ever informed
the Arnolds their home could be torn
down if 1-696 is approved. Officials
from both the city and state say they
are prohibited from informing resi-
dents that their homes will be pur-
chased for the highway until construe-
tion is definite.

Arnold, who moved from Ann Arbar,
said the person who sold him the lot
mentioned that the property was along
the path of a freeway proposed 25
years ago.

But, since the site was approved by
city and state agencies, Arnold figured
he was.in the clear. Just to doub-

lecheck, Arnold says he picked up a
1981 state highway map and was re-
lieved to find no dotted lines designat-
ing a future highway running through
Southfield on the map.

“WE SURE didn't build the home to
have the freeway take it,” Arnold said
Tuesday. “I'm hoping and praying the
federal funding doesn’t go through and
the freeway is cancelled.

“Even if the home is bought by the
state we couldn't build one again like
this. T changed jobs to build here. T took
a month off from work. . .I'm not sit-
ting on this property. It's not an invest-
ment, it’s a home.”

‘The shell of Arnold’s kit-type home
was built by Centennial Homes of Ann
Arbor. Arnold installed the heat sys-
tem, wiring, the trim and the carpet-
ing. He did it. to qualify for a low-cost
MSHDA mortgage that, at the time,

-

IMPORTED ITALIAN MARBLE:

A CUSTOM
MARBLE _

Travertine, P;
Pertato, Black Manquina, Calaculta and More! We
will design and build fireplaces, hearths, counter-
tops. tables and install marble floors. We also carry
12 x 12 marble tiles for foyers. slabs for fireplaces
and hearths, windowsills-thresholds.
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limited persons from spending more
than $64,000 for a home.

The Arnolds moved to Southfield to
be closer to the Bethesda Missionary
Temple in Detroit where they're ac-
tive. They picked the lot on Meadowood
because Mrs. Arnold liked the woods
there. One of the reasons, however, that
much of the land is undeveloped is the
very distinct possibility that the free-
way will be built there.

It's only been three days since the
closing and already the home has per-
sonal touches. Like the wallpaper in
each child’s bedroom. The bedroom of
the oldest boy, Jonathan, 10, features
racing car wallpaper while Russel, 9,
picked “The Hulk” design and the
youngest, Patrick, 7%, opted for Super-
man graphics.

THE HOME has features such as in-
laid green mosaic tile and hand-rubbed
wood moulding. It's heated by a gas

furnace that heats not water and dis-
tributes it through baseboard radiators.
An attached solar greenhouse and
triple-glaze windows help to maximize
energy efficiency.

They'd hate to see all that disman-
tled in two or three years. .

David Hersch, administrative assist-
ant in the Southfield Building Depart-
ment, admits Arnold was never told he
was building in the path of the freeway.
Hersh said that’s because the freeway
route hasn't been finalized and because
there are no grounds for refusing to is-
sue a building permit just because a
freeway might be built on the site.

“Right-of-way is not something we
check out,” Hersh said. “Usually-the
owner is pretty much aware of it. We
have no right to deny. We've received
no declaration from the state that you
should not isste hul]dmg permits in this
area”
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Attempts to revive Amara by fire-
fighters and later by the staff at Bots-
ford Hospital were unsuccessful.

dress them to the Farmington Commu-
nity Center in the name of Santo
Amara.
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Furniture

UPHOLSTERED -PIECES”

From Flait, a top quality cotton print in
beige and burgundy. Famous Flair quality.
Save V2! Factory list $884

Flexsteel Masquerader sofa bed. Choice
of fong wearing Olefin fabrics. Full or
queen. Save $265. Regular $760

One only! Camol back Chippendale sola
in @ magilizent quitied prini. Savo $277.
Regular fist §722

Two only! Beautitul Queen Anne tufted
Wing Chair. Beauty and comlort com-
Bings. Savo $200. Regulat i $635

100% nylon ptaid sola and comploment:
ing lounge chair. Save $305 on both
pigcos. Eoth pieces rogularly $655
Apartment size 72" sofa in off white
damask with kick pleat skirt and loose
pillow back. Save $337. Regular $632
Attached _back traditional sofa. 8 way
hand fied coil springs in @ beautitul
pewtar print. Sava §259. Reg. $754
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Storewide Winter

Clearance

‘OCCASIONA

Secretary wall unit in bgas

*442
*495
*495
*495
*590
*495
*495

hall at our sale price. Reg.
Raltan eta
your collectibles, By

o_disy
32 Bty 5548

A beautiful matching shell and mircor for
the unique Counlry diy sink above. You'l

save $50. Regularly $99.

One only! 3 door Rn!ewauﬂ Credenza on
a mirrorgd chroma base. A contsmporary
lauk by Thayer Coggin. Save S600. Was

utitul pine 1o ¢
complement any decar. vogé[s! save ane 249

ere. A perfect way to display
Raymour. Save $264
You'll save 60% from the fist of $439
A tremendous salection of lamps, pictures
and accessories fo suit virlyally any need
Mix match o complement. Starting at
Qne_onlyt Country honoy pine diy sink
play, plant or complement. Save

Yuu Il save $100 on this magniticent, now
and glass etagere. Sold for $249
¢ COMBarAry touch10 hy docor.

18766 Middlebelt (South ol 7 Mile)
474-3550

Call 471-0779

Call 349-0001

0_R(|:HARD : RIDGE FARM MARKE'I_'

3304 Wes 12 Mi Corner Farmlnglon Rd.{in Keri ellwcod Shopping Center)

Potatoes

Canadian

Sgas

RRY!

_H
" Sale Ends Saturday,
March7-at6pm

175
55 995
275
*49%

Lettuce

Endive
Escarcle &
Romaine

39° .

Snow White
_ Myshrooms

553-3470

99¢

ib.

*895
*149

Lounga chaics, tub o
Backs, mmnonal
and Contamporaly - -

Chetry fiish Q Quoen Anne Dingila Sol,

& p 62"x42" tablo and 5 chairs.

Sevo $520, Aequiar $1335

Thomasville bedraam. Two lelt. Includes

dlessav mirror, chast and headboard.
ave. SBBG Was $1775

counw English Ok Dinlng room. 8
pieces by Amarican Drew. China, oval

Bodestal rable, 4 side 2042 armchalts.

Regularly $3239, Save

American Drew solid nak bndmnm 4

pieces. Dresser, mirror, chest and bed.

Save $700. Regularly 2295

From all our lamous makers

OCCASIONAL CHAIRS

DINING AND BEDROOMS:

$2295

Your choice of any floor
samplo recliner, regard-
less of original cost.

159

5795
887

end and drawer tables.

rored Chrome, bi

save $180.95. Re. $359.95

#1595

From BarcaLounger and Flexsteel!

RECLINER FLOOR SAMPLES

BIG- TABLE :CLEARANCE:
The Monastique collection from famous
Brant. Sofa tables, chairsvdo tables, oval

From Design lnslllu!u ol Amarica, a mir-
rass and glass cocktail
table. Save $199. Regularly $358

1t you love fine woods, you'll love this
Lane Oak parquet cocktail table and you'll

A solect group from Founders, New
Carpathian Burl and Glass tablea.
Atize and shape for your noeds. All

$150 OFF!

99
199 § -
179
/2 OFF!

A

Floxsteel top grain leather re-

- cliner. 25 year spring unit guar-
antee, Fils close to the wall. Was
$1310, Save $460

FROM OUR GENUINE LEATHER GALLERY!
From Flexsteel, a massaged
Vour sonmruchion ‘uaramios.

*850

Save $1000. Lists a1 $2630

%1630

IIWhlte Meat

Turkey Breast ony $2°3

Kosher Style
Corned Beef ony

Eckrich All Beef
Hot Bogs

Sliced
Roast Beef

Only

Only

Fresh Green

Onions

3%
31!15 k.,

Y2 Liter
Bottles

or-wr-em-rm-wx wm wr-COUPONm o s s e st v,

{  Pepsi ...
1,79 .=,

Plus Deposit
Expires 3-11-81

Granny
Smith

Apples

3%

Nova Scotia

Lox

Only $7 92

7 oz.
Bag

Lays Potato Chips

§9°

Reg.
1.09 ¢



