Sending

readers who supported a boycott

a message

U.S. Sen Carl Levin (left) was presented with more than 200
letters by Observer & Eccentric columnist Steve Barnaby at
Saturday’s Livonia town hall meeting. The letters were from

of oil companies because of the

high price of gasoline. (Staff photo)

' MIKESCANLON

The annual lawsuit over proposed
sewage treatment rate hikes recon-
vened last week in Federal District
Court in Detroit.

Following a two-hour closed cham-
bers session with Judge John Feikens,
attorneys agreed to allow the plain-
tiffs, mostly suburban customers, to
examine the numbers used by the De-
troit Metropolitan Water and Sewerage
Board in reaching the latest rate hike
proposal.

Qakland County Drain Commissioner
George Kuhn, who initiated the latest
stit, said the agreement represented a
win for his side.

“Free and open disclosure — it's a
great victory,” Kuhn said.

JOINING Kuhn in the action were
agenci¢s of both Wayne and Macomb
counties, the Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce, a group of laundries, and a food
industry group that includes Strch
Brewery. The brewery is but one of the
water system’s largest customers.

The water board proposed, and the
Detroit City Council approved, rate
hikes ranging from 24-39 percent for
suburban users. .

Thursday's session resulted in the de-
cision to set an April 2 deadline by
which any other interested party must

formally file to intervene in the action
against the proposed hikes. N

- Road weight limits imposed

Spring weight restrictions intended
to avoid excessive road break-up dur-
ing groundfrost thaws have been im-
posed on Oakland County roads. v

Truckers should contact the Oakland

for specifics. Permissible loading is
generally reduced 25 to 35 percent, ac-
cording to John L. Grubba, managing
director.

Signs dealing with specific load lim-

April 2 was also the deadline agreed
on by which the water board must pro-
vide the rate-setting information.

HOWEVER, Charles Beckham, wa-
ter lioard director, said after the meet-
ing that he expects to refuse to provide
some of the information for which he
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“I’s my personal opinion that there

* are some things they will want to see

that are policy matters, not rate setting
matters,” Beckham said. \

“We think we have put together an
adequate rate that is both fair and le-
gal to all the customers involved,” add-
ed Beckham. .

The increases, due to take effect July
1, would provide about $2 million a
month in added revenue, Beckham
said.

Charles Hampton, an attorney repre-
senting. Kuhn, said he doesn’t think
Judge Feikens will allow the water
board to refuse to provide requested in-
formation.

“The judge has indicated that his
doors are open to us anytime,” Harp-
ton said. “He'’s made it clear he wants
clear and open discovery.”

THE PLAINTIFFS say the water
board has so far provided inadequate
information on how the latest hike was
decided on.

“This sketchy budget information
that you get in building up the revenue
requirements is just crazy,” said Rob-
ert Fredericks, deputy drain commis-
sioner for Oakland County.

“Detroit still does not have a (com-
puter) system where you can compare
their estimates with ongoing, month-to-
month costs. It’s an obsolete system
that doesn't give the water board the
information it needs,” he said.

The lack of links between the com-
puters that estimated costs and the
computers that keep track of the costs
make the task of acquiring accurate .
data difficult, Fredericks said.

“It's just hopeless, given the size of
the utility. It's a $250 million business,
and you can't put the numbers together

Fredericks said the county so far has
received six handwritten sheets and a
five-page Memo in response to its quer-
ies on how the rate hike proposal was
put together.

‘THE PROPOSED rate hikes, the lat-
est in a series, are outgrowths of a dec-
ade-long_dispute between the water
board and U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency officials. In 1977, the wa-
ter board entered into a consent agree-
ment in which it promised to meet a

series of deadlines in improving sew-
age treatment and thus controlling pol-
lution.

The water board says rate hikes are
needed to provide enough revenue to
build the expensive facilities needed to
treat sewage.

The plaintiffs claim the rate hikes
are more than enough, and most have
been involved in a series of rate-relat-
ed lawsuits against the water board in
recent years.

County Road Commission at 858-4835 by hand,” he said.

ARE YOU “FIT TO BE FIT" OR

its will be posted.

Save almost HALF on a

feels it is likely he'll be asked.

OPENERS

MODEL GS820D

SOLID BRASS BED! o
. AVAILABLE § 00
\ Any size - Full, Queen or King. One low price. E NE 1 80
| $ IMPROVED {NSTALLED
4 | Only 5 99 . * . 1Year Warranty
} Reg. *1,055 - *1,165 Y
A .
| ff QAQDEL GS880D From Donna Karan and touis Dell'Olio...the change in proportion, the
19590 omre, =4 k= classics rethought! for Anne Kiein and Co. The jodhpur...infused with
orench systen | RNAAAN generous width above, a slim four-buttoned neatness below. In navy
. ; U:?JQLLED( DEALER. wool, for sizes 4 to 10; 220. The pleated blouse, its bishop’s sleeves
A : arranty paralleling fullness, freedom. In white rayon viscose for sizes 2 to 12;
ALADDIN GEME Solee #160. In the Anne Klein Boutique...where we are all the things you are.
. 4 722.0610 335. 9905;9 loin our representative in Troy on March 9th and Fairlane on the 10th for

informal modeling of the Anne Klein spring ‘81 collection from 12 to 4.

HORTHVILLE-NOYI WEST BLOOMFIELD
PLYMOUTH-CANTON TROY-PONTIAC
RMING INGHA

FIT TO BE TIED? Somerset Mall, Big Beaver at Coolidge. Troy * Fairlane Town Center, Dearborn
Learn 10 evaluate the levels of stress in your Iife, and to
1hink, feel and look your very best al all times.

Attend a seminar sponsored by Dynamic Energie, Inc., con-
ducted by Alice Belfie. Pick a day and fime 10 lit your sched-

ute. CALL 755-7150
SPECIAL GET ACQUAINTED OFFER

$20°° Limited Time Only

POSITIVE IMAGES
Sat., March 0-3:30 PM: Michigan Inn
Sat., April 25: 9:30-3:30 PM: Michigan Inn
HOLISTIC HEALTH
Sat,, April 4: 9:30-3:30 PM: Midway Lodge (Warren) ™

2 Tunto
NorTHianD
for the First Annual

TWILIGHT FUN RUN
Sunday. March 22, 1981
6p.m.-8p.m.

Yuu:rc invited to participate in I_hc first annual *Northland Twilight Fun Run™ at Southficld's Northland Center.

You'll run a total of S km (3.1 miles) the 172-store shopping center and through the Center’s parking lots.
- j finishing at McDonald's and the free drink stations. Yot won't want to miss this one — see you there!

open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. ul9 M

¢ ' SPECIAL FEATURES:

#{rir# Race is open to éveryone 12 to 60 and above who can make the distance

by’ veiieyr ‘Fshirts to the first 1.500 who register
/ Yeetrie ijhr;:;idcrcd commemorative patches to the first [.500 who register :
8 . Y " ges ertificates to all who participate
Would your room like to “corner” these? trivtede Free drinks supplicd by McDonald's and Hughes & Hatcher \
Corner Cabinets PRIZES: ‘
g gjlftﬁcnlﬁca(cs. good at any Northland store. will be awarded to the first male and female finishers and the next 15
p— . finishers:
prasresray FIRST PLACE MALE & FEMALE: SI00 gift centificate. plus a pair of training shocs
SECOND PLACE: $50 gift certificate ’
THIRD PLACE: $40 gift certificate ~
FOURTH PLACE: $30 gift certificate
FIFTH PLACE: $20 gift certificate
SIXTH THROUGH TWENTIETH PLACE: $10 gift certificate
REGISTRATION:
Addiliopal entry forms may be picked up at the Northland information booth (Hudson's east court) and at several
stores. including Hudson's. JC Penney. McDonald's and Hughes & Hatcher. Photacopies may also be made of
this form. Entry f'o_rms must be mailed no later than WEDNESDAY. MARCH 18,1981 to guarantec entry. Form
must be accompanied by a check or money order. payable to NORTHLAND CENTER MERCHANT
ASSOCIATION. for $3.00 per entrant. Late registration and packet pickup will be held race day from noon to
4 p.m. in the Northland auditorium., Concourse B (use parking lot E and stairwell near Macauley's). Fee for late
. registration. March 22. is $4.00 per entrant.
FURTHER INFORMATION: Call 569-6273 or 569-6290
OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
FIRST ANNUAL NORTHLAND TWILIGHT FUN RUN
g FILL OUT ALL SPACES AND RETURN TO: Twilight Fun Run. Northtand Center Merchant Association. BC-2
fesey Northland Center. Southfield, M148075. PLEASE REGISTER AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE to guarantee a patch

and T-shin. Enclose check or money order payable to Northland Center Merchant Association.
NAME:

AGE (s of 3-22-81):

STREET: . CITY/STATE/ZIP:

——

A. SAVE $301! Mahogany Comer Cabinet fits snugly and handsomely into . T 17 E e AT e —————
any corner...43" x 22" x 84" h. Cralted of solid mahogany, mahogany veneers ONLY 4 TOSELL! TSHIRT SIZE (circle one): Adult S M L XL

e “mapa burl overlays. Has interior ights and glass shelves. No special SPECIAL $899. FEE ENCLOSED: Number of registrations at $3,00 per runner

orders.,.stock only! . Number of late registrations at $4.00 per runner .

8. SAVE $416! Cherry Corner Cabinet brightens any corer! 391" x 28" x ONLY3TOSELL TOTAL ENCLOSED:

WAIVER: -
In consideration of my calry beingaceepted. [waive and refeuse wlt rights and claims | may have against the sponsors, Narthland Ceater Merchant

Association. The Center Companics. The Equitable Life Assurance Socicty of the United States. et al. for injurics or d coasi participati
/ nter Co ; N . ctal. for injurics o dumages occasioned by my participat
in the Northland Twilight Fun Run. lintead to rekease all sponsars named and unnamed. seroccatinedbymy paniipation

77" h, Has intetior lights, door locks and wood-framed glass shelves, Crafted of
sofid ian cherry with cherry ide back panel of top. No special
“orders...stock ony!

SPECIAL $999.

Telegraph at Long Lake Rd., (18-Mile) Bloomfield Hills » 644-7370 SIGNED (parent or guardian iFunder 18)
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