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Vietnam veterans iry

organizing
By SANDRA ARMBRUSTER

Clutching a pie tin, the veteran em-
erged from the garage where he had
spent 11 years living inside a car.

It had become a ritual. Each day he
would hold the pie tin up to the sun, and
then return to his self- imposed confine-
ment.

For 11 years his params searched for
a mental health professional who
would make house calls to visit their
son. Finally, they found-one.

“What are you holding?” the veteran
was asked as he held the pie tin aloft.

their own

(through VVA) during the last five or
six months will be my friends for the
rest of my life,” Devine said.

But friendship and a sense of belong-
ing have been a long time coming, ac-
cording to these veterans.

“We're no different than other veter-
ans.. We want a normal life,” said
Suarez. “We're fragmented. We came
home one at a time, and society was
against us. So we'd go underground ~
slip under the mainstream.”

“People thought we were dope heads,
but everybody wasn't on dope,” said

. Dan Montiy, a 34-year-old Garden City

those problems and returning -home,
Suarez sald he talked with other veter-
ans about forming an organization.

“I sald I was willing to work. We

- keep the grapevine active, So we just

kept bringing people in and that's how
1t (VVA) came about.”

Now there are more than 400 on the
chapter’s matling list. But there are
other groups, such as the Michigan As-
soclation of Concerned Veterans, but
the veterans hope to join the separate
groups by “creating an umbrella organ-
ization.”

A VIETNAM veteran, Devine is writ-
ing his master's thesis on Agent
Orange, a chemical defoliant used
widely in Vietnam during the war. V&t-
erans claim that exposure to the chem-
ical has caused a number of health
problems,

But Agent Orange is only one of the
problems Vietnam veterans say they
now face. Others include isolation and
alienation, delayed stress syndrome,

. unemployment.

and high rates for divorce, suicide and

SUAREZ ESYIMATED there are,
360,000 Vietnamn veterans in Michigan.
But that-figure doesn't include those
troubled veterans who left Vietnam
with “bad paper” — a discharge that
was.less than honorable.

“There was a lot of bad paper com-
ing out of Vietnam,” sald Devine, es-
timating that 500,000 Michigan ser-
vicemen were in Vietnam. “If you had
bad paper, you were wiped out — not
considered a veteran.”

Veterans say they are trying to learn
from those mistakes by coordinating
their efforts to organize a drive for
belp.

“We want what we deserve,” said
Montiy.

Donations can be mailed to the VVA
Detroit Chapter 9, P.O. Box 42372, De-
troit 48242, The organization is open to
all veterans, not just those who served
in Vietnam, and to anyone ‘else inter-

Veterans Cef Suarez, Dan Monuy and Jack Devine dxscuss plans for
an organization to help others who fought in Vietnam. (Photo by Bill

Bresler)

ested in helping. For more information,
call 561-4728.

The next VVA meeting is from 15

p.m. March 28 at the Bailey Recreation
Center, 36601 Ford Road behind West-
land City Hall.

“It's my Purple Heart,” came the re-
ply.

resident who serves as second vice
president of VVA. “We're not marching

on everything or trying to blow up and .
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SAIL BOATS
POWER BOATS © SKi BOATS

every
handmade
oriental rug

every PONTOONS ® DECK BOATS

braided rug

PADDLE BOATS » CANOES

No matter what your
needs for rugs or carpets
you can save right now
during the big BEST
sale. All the good things
are marked down. Sale
ends March 28.

Ships-Ahoy . . . Boat Show
Friday, March 13 — Sunday, March 22

i WIN $2500 TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A BOAT FROM THESE DEALERS:

SALE

Fortune Marine, Inc. © Sun & SkiMarina © King Marine, Inc.
Bloomfield Beach & Boat ® Pine Lake Marina © The Boaltery ® Sun & Sail .

Enjoy the World of Action . .. Twelve Oaks Mall

Located on Novi Rd:, north of 1-96. Strallers available Nours are 10:00 a.m.

Woodward at 11'2 Mile

543-5300

"STOREWIDE SALE
Excellence In Style & Craftsmanship Since 79{19

p.m.Mon.-Sat. Sun.Noon-5:00 p.m.
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