Reaches Golden Gloves finals

LETERTITEveY,

By Doug Funke
: staff writer

“I'm not stopping now. I proved to
a lot of people 'm no bum off the
street. I'm Craig Payne, and I'm
here to fight.”

Old-time veterans of the fight game
would probably be hard put to believe
the boxing accomplishments of one
Craig Payne, a 19-year-old Livonian.

Rocky Balboa, was fiction. Pagne is
Rocky personified. Elements which
were contrived for the movie were ex-
perienced by Payne.

Hard to believe, but true.

Payne, who walked into the Jeffer-
son Community Center, home of the
Livonia Boxing Club, at 260 pounds just
13 months ago, ad: 1 the way to

i
5
v
®

He wasn't. In fact, Payne won unani-
mous decisions first over Edmond Rob-
inson of Los Angeles, then Ear] Wilson
of Kansas City, and then Mark Fichtner
of Elizabeth City, N.J.

He finally was defeated in the semi-
finals by Joe Thomas, from Philadel-
phia, who stands 6-6 and weighs in at
245 pounds.

Payne's qum for a Golden Gloves
title may have ended, but certainly not
his dreams, especially with the cheers
of an appreciative crowd ringing in his
ea

rS.

“I'm going to win the state AAA
(championship), win the regional and
go after the AAU national title,” he
said. “We got so close this time. There's
no stopping us now.”

'l'he unemployed Payne, a victimof a
economy, hasn't exactly

the semifinals of the National Golden
- Gloves Finals last weekend in Toledo.
He entered the national tourney with
> only nine amateur bouts to his credxl
“-and a 63 record. He was competing
against 29 others in the most presti-
gious division — heavyweight.

“FHE STATEMENT was made that
Craig Payne would be knocked out in
the first round of his first fight,” he re-
called. “In my mind I thought, ‘Some-
body’s going tq eat their words. I might
not win this, but I'm not going to get
..knocked out in the first round.” ”

e

taken the easy road. He always seems
to be bucking the odds.

Like the times in his early teens in
Chillicothe, Ohio, where he and his
companions would throw some money
together, then fight under a streetlight
for the booty.

Lightweight, leather gloves rather
than padded boxing gloves were the
weapons.

THAT WAS the extent of Payne's
pugilisitic endeavors — except for a
little street fighting until last
March.

‘Acronaut gymnasts shine

©  Three members of the Bloomfield

Hills Acronaut Gymnastics team repre-
. sented Michigan at the U.S.A. Women’s
Gymnasties Championships in Allen-
~ town, Pa,, recently.

. Rochester's Megan Newmyer, 13,
. bettered her national junior elite rank-
* ing by two places. Her 68.0 all-around
score lifted her from a No. 21 ranking
to No. 19. Newmyer gave improved
, performances in both balance beam
- 'and uneven bars. .

' Clawson’s Mary Olsen, 15, competing

10 speed devileur. Front &
rear caliper handbrakes.
Cushioned grips & deluxe
saddle. Blue gumwall tires
Unassemble
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in the senior elite division, placed 28th
with 69.5 in all-around competition.

In her strongest individual event, Ol-
sen qualified as a finalist in the balance
bearn. She finished in eighth place with
scores of 9.05 and 9.10.

Novi’s Barrie Muzbeck, 13, qualified
for the junior national team, placing
10th in all-around competition. Muz-
beck placed first in both the balance
beam (3.5 in the preliminaries and 8.5
in the finals) and floor exercise (9.4 and
9.5). Her all-around total was 70.1.
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Irenically, it was the effects of high
living that prompted Payne to reassess
his lifestyle and turn to Paul Soucy and
the Livonia Boxing Club.

After graduation from high school,
Payne visited his mother in Michigan,
and found a construction job.

“I was making good money and doing
a lot of partying,” he said. “My beauti-
ful bedy, 200 pounds, was up to 260. I
was standing sideways and looked at
mysi:l! in a mirror and said, ‘This isn't
me." I wore myself down drinking and
not getting enough sleep.

Payne, an acccmphshed football
player who freely admits that he en-
joys being in the public eye, decided the
time was right to investigate Soucy and
his club.

Payne took a liking to the club and
vigorously trained to'get into shape for
an exhibition at Livonia's Spree festi-
val, just three months away.

“I really went at it wrong,” he said.
“I wanted it so bad. I ran, starved
myself and wouldn't eat. I went to
work, home and.to the gym, that’s it.”

He won his first sanctioned amateur
bout at Spree and his career was
launched.

PAYNE DIDN'T have any opposi-
tion in the Detroit Golden Gloves Tour-
nament and qualified for the national
finalsin a walk. N

He was unhappy about that circum-
stance, though, and predicted that his
training and determination would
make up for a lack of experience at the
nationals.

‘They did, to a great extent, but not
quite enough.

“It was the inexperience that cost
me. As far as conditioning and
strength, it was there,” Payne said. “
didn't quite make it. So close and yet so
far.”

Soucy, a former amateur boxer him-
self, said that even he was surprised by
his protege’s effort in Toledo.

“Normally, a kid gets beat in his first
bout in a national championship,”

Pugilist Payne personifies ‘Rocky’

Soucy said. “We gave it the best shot
we had.

“My guy went three hard rounds with
him (Thomas) and mixed leather very
effectively. The crowd was behind him,
(Payne). He got a standing ovation at
the end.”

Soucy said that Payne, an unknown
entering the national finals, is now cer-
tain to get ratings from different box-
ing sanctioning groups.

iT IS SAID that a person’s own re-
marks are often his best character ref-
erence.

Consider these by Payne:

® “Pride seemed to be holding me
up (against Thomas in the national
semifinals). He hit me. I felt fire in my
body. I didn’t backpedal once. I never
backed off. Pride was too strong. It
wouldn't let me fall.”

® “I want to build my own name

and my own paradise. I don't want to
come into someone else's paradise and
runit”

© Amateur boxing is like college —
you get all polished and when you be-
come a professional, you're ready. A
pro career is not really bugging me
much. I want to get my name really
built up {in the amateur ranks) so peo-
ple will know who Craig Payne is.”

© “When I turn professional, it will
be with Paul Soucy and Dick Quitan
(also a coach with the Livonia Boxing
Club). I was a nobody, knew nothing
and had nothing.

“I was going to trust them and they
trusted me. We've been through the
good and the bad. No way am I going to
say ‘Zap!' "

@ “When I lose, I learn from it. I
don't put myself down. I was crying
(after losing in the semifinals), but I
was happy I made it so far. My friends
would be disappointed, but they still
love me. I was tickled.”

Cralg Payne
battling heavyweight
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FOR 2 PAIRS OF
CONTACTS

PRICE INCLUDES “LOVE’EM OR LEAVE’EM"™"" PLAN,
FOLLOW-UP VISITS AND LENS CARE KIT.

PEARLE Vision Center has a hard
contact lens offer that's hard to
beat. Now:. get 2 pairs of hard
fenses for just 359. That price
includes our “Love’em or

Leave em™"™ Plan which gives
you 30} days to return the lenses
for a full refund on the cost of

the lenses.

We'll also give you {ollow-up visits
plus a lens care kit. Professional
fee not included.

SPECIALNOTICE
Due to the tremendous response to
PEARLE Vision Center’s soft contact
lens sale we are offering soft con-
tacts for only $49.00 {with coupon). -
Professional fee notincluded.
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SOFT CONTACT LENSES
$4900 BaUSQh & Lon:lb or

American Optical (Reg. Price $69)

With presentation of this caupon at time of
purchase. Professional fees not included.
Prior discounts do not apply. Offer good

at all Deiroit area stores. Offer expires
April 30, 1981

A SEARLE COMPANY

——m—=m————n

| S ——————————— R

‘GROSSE PQINTE WOQDS-~21207 Mack « SOUTHGATE—~ Southgate
Shopping Center. 13615 Eureka Rd. » ALLEN PARK—14595 Southfield Rd. +
GARDEN CITY—29316 Ford Rd.  BELLEVILLE—Lakewood Shopping
Center. 2085 Lawsonville Rd. » CANTON—44750 Ford Rd. « DETROIT—
9350 Telegraph Rd. » 18351 Plymouth Rd. » 19841 West 8 Mile Rd. »
BIRMINGHAM—879 South Hunter Bivd. » TAYLOR-—11050 Telegraph Rd. «
DEARBORN--23050 Michigan Ave. « LIVONIA—34901 Plymouth Rd. +
20365 Middiebelt Rd.

For other locations call toll-Iree 800-331-1000

< 1981 Searle Opticat Inc . Dallas. Texas USA.
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Right now when you buy or renew a money market cer-
tificate from Michigan National Corporation Banks you
qualify for a no service charge Michigan Interest
Cheking™ account with free check storage.

That means you'll earn 5-1/4% annual interest on your
checking funds and pay no service chayge no matter
what your balance. PLUS each month we can auto-
matically transfer the interest from your certificate to
your checking account where it is compounded con-
on your interest.

A Money Market Certificate

at Michigan National

Michigan National Bank
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to earn extra
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. Come into any office of a Michigan National Corpora- -
tion Bank to open your accounts. You'll earn the highest
rate possible on money market cértificates and earn
interest on your checking funds with no mintrum
balance requirement.

The newest way Michigan National gives
you more money: for your money.

A mintmum $10.000 depostt i required. Federal
regulations require a substantial tntarest penaky
for enrly withdrawal and prohibit the compound-
1ng of Intarest on these cartificates.

MUM B,

with

This week earn

570 g4s

in just 188 days on a $10,000 deposit.
annual interest rate

14.023%

effective annual yleld*

1407377@

Effective Tuesday, April 7,
thru Monday, April 13.

Michigan National Corporation Banks

MEMBERS ED.I.C.

“The effective annual y1eld 1s subject to change at
renewal and assumes that the Intarest rate re.
'mains unchanged and that both the interest and
principle are fetnvested. Earningo and effoctive
annual yiold s30wn spply to all Michigan National
Corporation Banks tn Southoast Michigan, .
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