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Haltlans forge new v life after refugee orde'al%

Fyﬂhldn tden
staff writer

_On a quiet, unpaved street of brick,
bibek and frame houses in Southfield,
the hand of terror is still felt thousands
of miles from the Haitian dictatorship.

Two young men, speaking no Eng-
lisH; but terrified of being photo-
graphed for an Ameri

by friends and got a job as a bus boy.
Later, he was laid off and became one
of many unemployed refugees in the
Miami area, part of a grim statistic.
Emmanuel P.'s passage to Miami
was like a cruise — compared to that
of his friend. On Dec. 12, 1980, he left
Port Au Prince, Haiti, on 2 motor boat.
His trip to Miami was uneventful. Un-

tell their story. i
Both are named Emmanuel.
Emmanuel L., slender, dressed in a

faded fean suit, speaks first.

ugh an interpreter he tells how

he left Haiti on Aug. 24, 1980, in a

large, but old sailboat called “Nativi-

ty.” Emmanuel was one of 155 people
crowded onto her decks. He paid $100
for the trip.

“Nativity” made it to Cuba in four
days, then stopped for repairs. Then

like L., he never found a job
at all.

Both men came from poor farming
families in Haiti. Emmanuel P. was
born in Central Haiti, his father still
struggles there at farming, earning
about $140 a year.

Emmanuel L. comes from the south
of Haiti where his family still lives.
‘They also earn about $140 for farming
with knife, machete and bare hands.

Today, both men are in Southfield,
living with Haitian families who are

HAITIAN PEOPLE began to come
to this area as much as 25 years ago,
Bolivar said, but in the past seven
years the influx has speeded u

“In 1968, there were five Haitian
families in Detroit,” he said. “Now we
have 52 families in the Detroit area
and about 120 families in Michigan.”

Among the immigrants are doctors,
nurses, statisticians, engineers. But

lgust wark for the Big Three (auto-

Buhvar who has a law school educa-
tion earned in Haiti, is an independent
insurance agent and has been here 12
years.

Civilus came here 10 years ago. In
Haiti, he obmained two years of college
education and had worked for the Tour-
ist Department.

His three children live with him. One
attends Southfield High School and the

bhck onto the open seas where the ships  helping them start over. others Brace-Lederle School.
sprang many leaks and sank. He is employed by Chrysler's main-
Emmanuel was lucky. Their help comes from the Michigan tenance department. *

“God was with me,” he said.

He climbed to the top of a mast and
rode it down into the sea. Others lower
down in the ship were not so fortunate.

; A’passing plane saw the ship in dis-
tress and dropped life belts. Emmanuel

*.clung to one for nearly two hours and

was rescued by the Coast Guard.
Sixty-two persons survived the sink-

ing of “Nativity” Ninety-three died.

IN MIAMI, Emmanuel was helped

Haitian Association, a non-profit or-
ganization set up to help Haitians who
come here remember their back-
grounds.

The association is eight years old and
works out of one of those small houses
on that Southfield street.

“We're looking for office space now,”
said Rapbael Bolivar. He and Andres
Civilus direct the organization. It is in
Civilus’ home that the temporary office
is housed.

Both men agree that after providing
food and a place to stay, their most im-
portant aid must be to help Haitian
newcomers learn English.

“Haitians are French speaking,” Bo-
livar said. “We encourage them to im-
mediately register for basic English,
usually at the International Institute.

“THESE TWO gugs (the two Em-
manuels) speak no English at all”
Civilus said. “They’re going to classes

four days a week."

Haiti and the United States are prin-
clpal trading partners, which import
and export from one another, Bolivar
sald.

“In Haiti, they have some cultural
exposure, such as the Johnny Carson
Show and Kentucky Fried Chicken.”

“But what's quite different are the
working conditions, We have a Coca
Cola plants and are big manufacturers
of baseballs, though soccer is the na-
tional sport. But where an American
worker might make $5 an hour pro-
ducing baseballs, a Haitian makes $2 a
day and has no benefits whatsoever, no

unions.”

One of the common abuses is that
factories train employees at no pay for
six months, then send them home and
say they'll be called, Bolivar said.

“Then they simply take on more
trainees and work them for six months.
There's such a great scarcity of jobs
that people are forced to do the train-
ing stint, hoping against hope for a
job."

Haiti is an extremely poor country,
two thirds of which is mountainous and
unarable. Her people have a long histo-
ry of emigrating to places like the Do-
minican Republic and Cuba for work.

“BUT MANY were killed by the dic- -
tatorships in those countries,” Bolivar
said. .

“We've also had a series of disast-
erous storms on the island. Usually the
U.S. helps, but the money doesn’t get to
the people who need it.”

When Haitians are forced to leave
their land to try to support themselves,
they are forced to leave their few pos-
sessions behind.

Please turn to Page 10A :

CHICAGO « DETROIT

West Bloomfild's
only enclosed
fashion mall

SPRING ANTIQUE FAIR

BERT PULITZER GEARS UP for the warm weather with his snappy new
cotton survival jacket, brightening up the terrain in shades of red,

green, yellow or navy. $75. Self-belted survival khuaki short, $23.50.
Pulitzer plaid shirt, $26.00.

WRLISH AT MADISON 12
DETROIT WONDWARD AT

SHOES- - M E'N

Drtincliod Gentlemen.'s Factivean

BCHHIGAN A1 DELW.
g 2+ NOMERSET

OLPURCHRD
IS it

FOUR DAYS ONLY

A
DAILY DEMONSTRATION & REPAIR SERVICES
- en .

Y.
Coccia

Imported calfskin jazz oxford.
Taupe, brown, black. 7%-12M
v Regularly $120°NOW *89%®

O

SOMERSET MALL 6/G 5eAVER RD. AT COOLIDGE, TROY.

SUNDAY 12-5/MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY 10-9/OTHER DAYS 10-6

" Orchard Mall - West Bloomfield

851-5122 » Sun, 12-5
SFA Storewide
THE BEST THING TO HAPPEN C/.earance‘..
TO PIZZ A with 20% to 50% off
IN A LONG TIME Original Prices* :‘

Now find tersific savings on great
selections of fashions and
accessories:

Fashion Jewelry ® Swiss Watches
Cultured Pearls # Belts » Scarves
Handbags » Blouses ® Designer and
Better Sportswear Separates

Active Sportswear ® Sportshirts
Rainwear » Sportdresses ® Designer

fesses ® Evening Apparel ® Suits
Better Dresses

Sleepwear and Loungewear

* Blouse Collections ¢ Women’s Shoes

-
ONLY AT gshions for juniors in Right On!
PAPA ROMANO S From "SFAbulous and ‘SFAntastic: ‘:.:
it l\()RI:‘|\\‘;I()l R\Hnl\n at 12 MILE f:;;;ﬁ‘:;%i;;ze" Pierre Cardin takes compassion on the American physique, with his Couture |
- 8 v 0 . . o N K
357-2277 The Men's Store: Collection. American men aren‘t built like the French.-We tend to be a bit |
27110 EVERGREEN RD. ac 11 MILE 25% 10 40% off original prices on more padded. Yet a lot of us like the leanly pared look of French design. |:
569-8200 Men’ Colfection Sportswear University Pierre Cardin to the rescue, with a line of suits that has the French look with  {*
2900 '\"‘5"5"‘4‘_12)':’];‘()"’"1"‘"’1‘ Rd- Place and Men's Furnishings American comfort. The example we show here is a featherweight worsted |-
. N N K1D.S. o ) gabardine for summer (actually, you can wear it all year long} in French tan |
N NORTHVILLE: | 30% off original prices on a collection Lo ., N N
10N, CF a.sgi\;nh\ﬂlc of Infants"and Toddlers Apparel, Gitls at $300. Other suits in Cardin’s Couture Collection are $300 to $325.
34 and Boys” sizes 4 to 6X, Girls"sizes 7 to
14 and Preteen sizes 6 to 14. 25% to .
BUY 2 40% off original prices on Boys’ - . -
LITTLE BAMBINO PIZZAS Clothing and Furnishings, sizes 8 to 20.

The Bridal Salon-Troy Only
Gifts and Linens
*There may have intermeddiate price reductions on
some items prior (0 this sale Not exersthing in ‘

Get the 3rd abulutely

FREE

With This Ad Expires 4/29/81
%1 "GPEN 1100 AM  MON.-SAT.
Ao

Totd Ut ol 35205 every size and color ALL SALES FINAL

THE BOARDROOM

Somerset Mall

Somerset Mall, Big Beaver af Coolidge, Troy ¢ Fairlane Town Center, Dearbon




