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Flowery retreat

Relaxing with his dogs and his orchids, Dr. Rich-
ard Wagner finds his greenhouse to be a welcome

escape from the hectic life of a’ physician. To read
more about this getaway haven, turn to 3A.
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Schools re-examine
sex education plan

By Craig Piechura
staff writer

An opinion issued Tuesday by Michi-
gan Attorney General Frank Kelley
will make sex education an elective
course in state public schools unless the
opinion is overruled by the courts or
Legislature.

The current practice of Farmington
Public Schools has been to allow stu-
dents whose parents are opposed to the
teaching of sex education to sign a
waiver excusing their child from re-
quired classes whenever the subject is
taught.

In interpreting Michigan Public Act
226, which became effective Nov. 30,
1977, Kelley said legislators who wrote
the law stipulated the class “shall be
elective and not a requirement for
graduation.”

Another section of the act says stu-
dents “shall not be enrolled” in any
class in which family planning or
reproduction is taught until their par-
ents are notified in advance of the
course, its content and materials used
and advised of their right to excuse
their child from the class, Kelley said.

An assistant to Kelley explained
Thursday that many school administra-
tors had contended there was a differ-
ence between the words “class” and
“course” mentioned in the act.

Administrators thought they were
following the law, said Assistant Attor-
ney General Paul Zimmer, by requir-
ing students to take a required course
in personal hygiene, for example, as
long as students were given the right to
“opt out” of the class when sexual mat-
ters were discussed.

STUDENTS WHO wish to receive in-
formation regarding family planning,
human sexuality, reproduction and the
recognition, prevention and treatment
of venereal disease will now have to
take the class as an elective course,
Zimmer said.

Schools property vandalized

during Easter holiday break

Several Farmington Hills schools
were hit by vandals last week during
spring break. Minor damage was re-
ported.

Three windows were broken at
Shiawassee School Easter Sunday but
nothing inside the building, now used as
a recreation center by the city, was

missing.
+ East Middle School reported $350 in

A quick tour

damages when vandals pried a
plywood cover from a window Monday.

Several lockers were forced open,
but it's not known what was taken since
students were on spring break

Yellow. paint was thrown against the
south side wall of the school.

Someone broke into North Farming-
ton High School over the weekend and
entered the auto shop. Several tool box-
es and cabinets were opened. It's not

known what was missing.

Someone entered Lutheran High
Northwest, 30175 Highmeadow, by
pushing out a window frame. Nothing
was reported missing.

FARMINGTON HILLS police arrest-
ed a 16-year-old youth Thursday for
doing a lawn job at Larkshire Elemen-
tary School.

Officers i:atralling the area saw the

car stuck in deep ruts in front of the
school. Several hundred feet of dam-
aged lawn, with two- to four-foot-wide
furrows, led from the car.

The youth, who was accompanied by
two friends, told police he entered the
property from behind the school and
then drove in circles on the grass until
he got stuck.

He was released to his parents.

Police capture teen after chase

An 18-year-old Walled Lake man
pleaded guilty on Friday to charges of
driving on a revoked drivers' license
and fleeing from police after leading
police from three communities on a
lengthy chase early on Thursday morn-

ing.
John J. Babon, 18, of 1427 Sunset,

Walled Lake, was arrested in front of a
trailer at the Country Cousins Mobile
Home Park in Novi. A Farmington po-
lice officer’s squad car that was in pur-
suit slid on the grass in front of the mo-
bile home and had to be towed away.
On Friday Babon paid a fine of $105
at his hearing before 47th District

Observer spotlights
alcoholism problem

‘The United States is suifering from a
$60 billion hangover.

Alcoholism is the most neglected
health problem in the U.S. today, ac-
cording to the National Council on Al-
coholism. .

The statistics are staggering:

® Some 100 million persons over the
age of 15 in this country are consumers
of alcohol. Of these, there are an esti-
nmated 10 million alcoholics.

@ An estimated 3.3 million drinking
teen-agers are showing signs that may
Jead to the development of alcoholism.

® Between 6-10 percent of employ-
ees are alcoholics.

® Lost production alone, because of
alcoholism, has been computed at $19.6
billion anoually. i
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© It is estimated that the cost of
treating all alcohol-related problems
outweighs liquor revenue by more than
4-to-1.

@ Cirrhosis of the liver, one of the
many known health problems caused in
large measure by aleoholism, is the
cause of more than 30,000 deaths a
year.

Observer staff members have been
studying aleoholism for the past three
weeks. Their reports in this Thursday’s
editions, include interviews with al-
coholics and therapists; new theories
behind the cause of alcoholism; the in-
creasing use of alcohol by women and
senjor citizens; and alcohol and young
athletes. N

Judge Margaret Schaeffer on mis-
demeanor charges of driving on a re-
voked license and fleeing and eluding
police. The latter charge carries a
maximum penalty of 90 days in jail
and a $100 fine. Babon was ordered by
the judge.to serve three separate days
in Farmington City Jail.

No charges were brought against a
juvenile who was a passenger in the
car Babon was driving. The juvenile,
however, complained that police struck
him after the car was stopped. Photo-
graphs were taken of the young man's
split lip, and officers advised him of his
right to file 2 complaint.

THE CHASE began at 2:32 am.
when Farmington Police Officer
Charles Lee said he spotted a car head-
ed east on the Grand River Express-
way (M-102) at speeds in excess of 70
miles per hour. Officer Lee said he was
on patrol heading east on Freedom
Road and the suspect’s car was travel-
ing alongside him on the expressway.

Babon exited from the freeway at
Farmington Road, and police subse-
quently pursued him down Farmington,
Nioe Mile, Cloverdale, Power, Grand
River, Freedom, Howard and Haggerty
roads before the chase ended in the
driveway of one of the homes at the
mobile home park. At Farmington
Road, police said, Babon turned south
and jumped the curb damaging two re-

cently planted trees and the decorative
ironwork that surrounds them.

The patrol car that was damaged
was driven by Officer James Madigan.
‘The car Babon was driving belonged to
his parents, who police said were una-
ware that the car or their son was gone
when notified of his arrest.

Don’t mess
with chief

Aggressive drivers who like to tail-
gate and make obscene gestures,
beware.

Your next victim could be the chief

of police.
A 20-year-old Livonia motorist got
more than he bargained for Tuesday
evening when he chose to aggravate
Farmington Hills Police Chief John Ni-
chols.

According to Nichols, Thomas
Wheeler annoyed and insulted him by
tailgating him on Orchard Lake be-
tween Ten Mile and Eleven Mile.

Wheeler also made an obscene ges-
ture.

The chief responded by arresting
‘Wheeler on the spot. He was issued a
citaﬁr_m for annoying conduct.

Superintendent of Farmington Pub-
lic Schools Lewis Schulman doesn't en-
vision any big problems in following
Kelley's recent directive.

“At first blush I'd say it’s really not
required now,” Schulman said. “It’s in-
cluded in (health and physical educa-
tion) courses but kids can opt out.”

After Kelley's opinion was read to
the superintendent, he admitted the
school district may have to revise its
current practice of including sex edu-
cation instruction in required courses.

“Such instruction may become part
of a health course that is not required
{for graduation),” Schulman said.

Only a handful of students in the dis-
trict have ever exercised the eption to

be excluded from class when sex edu-
cation is taught, said the superintend-
ent.

While students were previously al-
lowed to “opt out” of sex education in-
struction, Schulman said now students
who want the information will have to
“opt in” to receive it.

“I don't see any great problems,”
Schulman said “We'll just have to see
that it (sex education) isn’t coupled
with a required course.”

Kelley was asked by State Rep.
Francis Spaniola, Democrat from
Corunna, to interpret the law and give
his legal opinion. The opinions of the
state attorney general carry the weight
of law unless they are struck down by
the courts or the Legislature.

Fred Steinkopf,

nurseryman, dies

By Craig Piechura
staff writer

Frederick I. Steinkopf, a Farmington
Hills nurseryman for the past 50 years,
died April 16 in Botsford Hospital after
a lingering illness.

Mr. Steinkopf was 74 years old and
the owner of Steinkopf Nursery of
Farmington Hills. A stroke in 1977
forced Steinkopf into retirement but
the business is still being run by his son,
Frederick L. Steinkopf.

“My dad, he just Joved people,” said
the younger Steinkopf. “He liked to
converse with people and he loved
plants so much. He had to. To get rich,
he'd certainly have picked another pro-
fession."

The younger Steinkopf said his father
would point to various trees he had
planted, as far back as 1925, when they
drove around surrounding communi-
ties. In the city of Farmington, for ex-
ample, Steinkopf said his father plant-
ed a row of trees on Alta Loma Street
and in Livonia, trees in the Coventry
Gardens neighborhood were planted by
his father's hand under a $1.75-per-tree
contract with the city.

Thousands of trees planted in Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills by the
beautification committee came from
his nursery.

“He brought us up to treat every cus-
tomer the same,” said Steinkopf.
“Whether it's something small or some-
thing large, you gave everybody their
due respect.”

Mrs. Myrtle Steinkopf worked along-
side her husband at the nursery until
her death in 1371. The couple’s two
sons, Fred and David, followed their fa-
ther’s example by joining the nursery
business. Fred runs the nursery and
David wholesales trees at a farm in
Sanilac County, said the family.

“This nursery was everything to
him,” said Fred. “He liked sports but
never bad time to play. He pretty much
kept busy around here. It takes a full
part of your life to do it right.”

Steinkopf was born in Orchard Lake
Nov. 1, 1908, and was touched by the
green thumb through his father, Louis,
who worked as a groundskeeper at the
Ward Estate on the lake.

The Steirkopf Nursery was founded
in April 1931 but Steinkopf had previ-
ously worked as an employee at vari-
ous nurseries in the Detroit area. Fred

Frederick |. Steinkopf
nurseryman

Steinkopf says his father’s first nursery
stock came in lieu of wages by his em-
ployers during the Depression.

“I guess he thought he could possibly
earn $12 a week on his own,” explained
the son.

In the early days of the nursery, busi-
ness was often conducted “with barter-
ing and a firm handshake,” said Stein-
kopfs son.

“Dad always said ‘A man's word is
his bond.’ That was one of his favorite
sayings,” said Fred.

Funeral services were at the Farm-
ington Hills Christian Center Church
and burial was in North Farmington
Cemetery. The Rev. John Walasky offi-
ciated at the church ceremony and
the Rev. Fred Gerhardt conducted the
cemetery service. Arrangements were
handled by the Heeney-Sundquist Fu-
neral Home.

Mr. Steinkopf is survived by sons
Fred L. and David 1; daughter Dolly
Jean; brother L. Eark sister, Mrs.
Violet Bahlman; 13 grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.

what’s

inside

Remember it...
*:-a.classified adin




