Lawmakers pledge defeat of Detroit commuter tax

By Mike Scanion
staff writer

Suburban lawmakers have vowed to
campaign against a Detroit income tax
proposal which would triple the income
tax rate of surburbanites working in
Detroit.

State Reps. Doug Cruce, R-Troy, and
Jack Kirksey, R-Livonia, s3id they will
form an independent balot committee
to raise funds to defeat the tax propos-
al to be voted on in Detroit June 23.

“We intend to go to bus stops and
commuter train stops and Park and
Ride stops to solicit funds and encour-
age people to vote no,” Cruce said .

“Detroit’s financial crisis is oot a
suburban problem, bt the responsibili-
ty for bailing the city out is being
placed squarely on suburbanites,”
Cruce said.

Calling it an “11th hour effort,” Kirk-
sey said, “We plan to spend every dime
we earn to defeat this thing."

The legislators said Cruce will chair
the ballot committee while Kirksey
will be treasurer.

THE LEGISLATURE late last week

approved a measire which allows De-
troit to seek voter approval of a 1 per-
cent Income tax hike for residents and
nonresidents. The resident rate would
increase from 2 to 3 percent while the
nonresident rate would go from .5 to
1.5 percent. !

1t is estimated the tax hike would
raise $94 million for Detroit with $42
million paid by nonresidents who work
in Detroit.

The House gave the legislation ap-
proval Thursday 56-50.

The Senate approved the tax. author-
ization Friday in an even closer vote,
20-19, with Lt. Gov. James Brickley
casting the tie-breaking vote.

Only Detroiters will vote on the pro-
pesal June 23. Surburbanites who work

“in the city have no vote.

Cruce and Kirksey said they will
work the polls on June 23, particularly
in heavy voting and “swing” distriets.

Kirksey said a yes vote would cost

surburbanites unnecessarily and en- -

courage businesses to leave the inner
city. “It would be a catalyst to busi-
nesses to move from Detroit to other
cities where the tax rate is not so high.”

THE PROPOSED tax increase is
part of Detroit Mayor - Coleman
Young’s three-point plan to, save the
city from a sea of red ink. A $119 mil-
lion deficit is projected for the budget
year ending June 30 and a $150 million
deficit is foreseen for next year.

The election-enabling legislation also
authorizes Detroit to sell $100 million
in bonds and contains language which
could result in appointment of an “ad-
ministrator” if Detroit’s budget is still
in the red in July 1982.

The legislation prohibits levying the
new income taxes, even if voters ap-
prove it, until both the bonds are sold
and a balanced city budget is certified
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‘Detroit’s financial crisis is not a
suburban problem, but the
responsibility for bailing the city out .
is being placed squarely on
suburbanites.’ .

— Rep. Doug Cruce, R-Troy

or a Flint,” he said. Huffman's distriet
includes part of Troy.

“{Mayor) Coleman Young has made
some mistakes — who hasa't? — but
you can't desert him in his time of

sult of a curious coalition,

“A number of outstate legislators
who didn’t feel directly affected were
able to make a coalition with Detroit
i " explained state Sen. R.

by the state Board, a
panel led by Gov. Milliken.

It is estimated that $76 million in
employee wage concessions is neces-
sary to present a balanced budget.

If everything is completed by Aug.
15, the tax hike would be effective re-
troactive to July 1. If the package
takes longer to wrap up, then the high-
er taxes would take effect the first of
the month in which all conditions are

mef
Approval in the Sepate came as 4 re-

Robert Geake, B-Northville.

“I'm bitterly disappointed,” added
Geake, who opposed the bill. “It was
tough because we-had the leader of the
Republicans, the leader of the Demo-
crats and the governor all working
aj us.” -

need,” Huffman said. “We dido’t give
him a dime. All we did was give the

In the 20-19 roll-call vote, the bill
was supported by Huffman and Senate
Majority Leader William Faust, D-
Westland,

posed were Geake, whose district
includes Livonia, Plymouth and Red-

galnstus.”

STATE SEN. Bill Huffman, D-Madi-
son Heights, who backed the bill, said
he thought the measure was necessary.
“If you don't have a Detroit, you

district includes Farmington and
Southiteld; and Donald Bishop, R-Ro-
chemrx ter, whose district includes Bir-

gham- West
and part of Troy.

In the House, 35 Democrats and 21
Republicans supported the measure
while_27 Democrats and 23 Republi-
cans opposed it.

ONLY ONE Observer & Eccentric
area representative supported it —
Rep. Joe Forbes, D-Oak Park, majority
floor leader.

Representatives opposed were Dem-
ocrats John Bennett of Redford, Tom
Brown of Westland and William Keith
of Garden City; and Republicans W.V.
Brotherton of Farmington, James De-
februgh of Bloomtield, Mat Dunaskiss
of Oxford, Richard Fessler of Union
Lake, Ruth McNamee of Birmingham,
Sylvia Skrel of Livonia and Jean Wil-
loughby of Bloomfield Hills.

Four lawmakers failed to vote, in-
cluding Roy Smith, R-Saline, whose dis-
trict includes much of Plymouth.

Brickley, a former city of Detroit
councilman, ended seven hours of par-
liamentary wrangling Friday when he
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These timeless Bruer chairs come in top
quality natural cane seats and backs fas-
tened to solid beechwood. The frames are
chromed heavy gauge steel. KD.

Now

$3495

Reg. $69.95

175 in stock to take with you
immediately! So hurry in!

Our leadership in the field of telecommunications is a respon-
sibility we take very ur ient is singul t
develop, Implement and market imaginative solutions to meet
our i

We currently have the following positions available in the
Detroit Metro Area.

COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS
REPRESENTATIVE

Systems

You, the C
Systems, will have the

pertise which insures
and the on-going maintenance of system integrity.

The qualifications inzlude: 3 years related work experience in
aither Systems Engineering or equivalent which will include
first hand experience in a distributed network environnient, or;
direct customer engineering support for software based voice
devices. A adegree in
Mathematics, or Computer Sclence is highly desirable. Other
quantitatively oriented degrees will be considered.

OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR

You will be ible for of orders for

telephone and data services. Supervision is involved.

Experience in managing operations of a mid to large size com-

puter center which runs in a teleprocessing environment is a

must. A 4 year Technical Degree In Computer Sclence,
or is p

We urge you to investigate these opportunities which provide
the personal and career growth unique to the Bell System. As
an we are to vigor-
ously seeking and promoting equal opportunity in employ-
ment.
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ATA&T Long Lines

don't have a Birmingham or a Pontiac

'SAVE ON HEATING BILLS

"ELIMINATE COLD DRAFTS
g In Thermal Efficiency.
- *»Replacement Windows

+Doorwalls

+ Room Additions
-+ «Porch Enclosures
-+ Solar Construction

+ Stee! Thermal Doors

ford; Doug Ross, R-Oak Park, whose cast his tie-breaking vote.
nbeatable

Unbeata YOUR OWN SHOW??!

Diamond Host your own daily or weekly

Prices radio program on WCAR!

Doctors, lawyers, dedtists, chiropractors,

Guaranteed psychoing‘wsv;‘, fravel agencies, spurrs buffs,

. g velerinarians do it every week. Do you have expertise

n ertlng in an area of general interest? vaso. for a nﬁninal
- investment you can, fike many others, host a reqular

WCAR radio program in prime fime.

For details, call 525-1111
or write fo: RADIO SHOW WCAR RADIO
UVONIA, MI. 48150 .

WCAR RADIO

1090 ON YOUR AM DIAL F

K

KING INTERNATIONAL

4050 W. Maple Rd.
Birmingham M1 48010

By Appointment Only
(313) 642:9100

@ Andersen‘ Quality Workmanship
L WIRDOWS » GLIDINGDOORS Free Estimates

Thermodyne Construction Co.
591-3773

Fully licensed
& nsured

Excellent References
on Request
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©1980. Hiram Walker & Sons Inc., Peoria IL 175 liters (59.211. 0z.)
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for Dinner
and Save.
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2262 Telegroph Road,
Elooméeld Hils, 334-4694

24275 Sinacola Ct.,
Farmingion Hills, 476-5333
2360 Rochester Court Troy, 689.7920
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Here's a special offer from the two of us to the two of you.
Bring this coupon to either Mountain Jackss or J. Ross Brownes,
order any two dinner entrées from the regular menu and the
check will only be $18.95* You save up to $8.15, depending

on the dinners you order. And these are full dinners. Each
includes our special salad, vegetable, freshly baked hot bread,
your choice of potato or rice and coffee or tea. All for just
$18.95. N\;w thats the kind of savings you can sink your teethinto.

! DINNER FOR TWO $18.95

SAVE $8.15

MOUNTAIN
JEGRS. Bt

. Farmington Hills, 476-5333 ~
(Grand River Avene at Tea Mile RL) 2262 Tal Road,
2360 Rochester Court, Troy 6837920 Blobm#eld mm

*Does not include tax, tip, alcoholic beverages or any
iterns not included with the dinnec Coupon must be pre-

able'for cash.
k © Contnenta) Restaurar Sysiems, 1981

sented when ordering. Offer does not apply to Live i 4 "'mn."“"
Maine Lobster or Lobster Combination dinnérs and Is wir @ ww
valid only for two people. Offer good during regular

dinner hours through September 6, 1981. Not redeem-
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