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Graduaﬁan week revelry led to the
arrest Wednesday night of 46 young
adults — most of them seniors graduat-
ing from Farmington High School.

All but three of the 46 were charged

Monday, June 15, 1981

sauLh of Nine Mile and east of Hagger-

driven to the impromptu party by those
arrestéd. v

Thue‘pardea, known as “grassers,”
are a common, annual occurrence in

with dlsorderly conduct, a mis- many semirural communities.
demeana by a il ding to police in
90 days xn jail and $100 fine. and Farmington mus the party, which

Alsb arrested and released to their
parents were three juveniles charged
as disorderly persons, who were picked

attracted between 400 and 500 young
persons, began in the west lot of Farm-
ington High School.”

Students had been invited by prinei-

. .. Farmington, Mlchlgnn

Jerry Potter to come to the school
parking lot to decorate their cars with
painted slogans, Potter explained the
invitation' was a geﬂure dulgned to
curb the

HOWEVER, prior to the order to
leave the school lot, Lt. Santamaurs
said, police ticketed two men for care-
leﬂ' d.rlvinx and one young
aleohol on school

often accompanies graduadon cere.mo—
nies.

A cmwd of about 150 to 200 students
were asked to leave the school grounds
shortly after 8:30 p.m., said Farming-
ton Police Lt. John Santarhauro. AH but
a handful of students complied with the
principal’s request, police said, and the.
rest of the crowd dispersed when a doz-
en officers from Farmington moved in.

premlsel. Donald Sexton, 20, and John
Pincherea, 18, both of Farmington
Hills, recelved the careless driving ci-
tations after pouring oil on their tires
in the parking lot to make them smoke
and spin, said the lieutenant.

James G. Tulpa, 18, of Farmington
Hills, was charged with the Liquor vio-

Jation.
Police said the group drove north to

upina sweep of a field on Westchester,

The end’s in sight

Work on the Shiawassae bridge is now 50 percent complete and the  at the work being done on the bridge and the construction at Grand
]ob should be finished In another 60 working days. For a closer look  River and Ten Mile, please turn to Page 3A.
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Police bust up Farmington High grads’ bash

12 Mile Road and Haggerty before set-
tling on a site sonth of Nine Mile. Po-
lice-responded due to complaints about
the size of the mwd and the fireworks
being ignited.

Police Chief John Nichols said the
crowdegreeted officers with a chorus of
obscenities and a shower of bottle rock-
ets, beer bottles and cans.

Twenty- ﬁve cents

tion Corperatioa. All Righis Rescry

lice officers and no turkeys- were m—
jured” in the mass arrest.

Police ntepped in, Nichols said, when
things got out of

“It’s one thing to throw tollet papﬂ‘
on the trees or paint snappy sayings on
dad’s car and honk their horns,” Ni-
chols said. “But throwing beer bottles

20 Farmington Hills officers n:sponded
to the scene and arrests were made af-
ter some partygoers-ignored an arde:
toleave the ﬂeJ:L

POLICE CB]EF Nichols said “no po-

at can be to their
health.” .

Had a beer bottle struck any officer,
Nichols said, felony charges would

Please turn to Page 7A

Cops brutal,
students say

By Steve Bamaby
editor

“They came in like riot troops.”

That's the way one person described
police reaction to a party belng beld by
Farmington High School seniors which
resulted in the arrest of 46 students.

The incident occurred last Wednes-
day evening in an empty lot near Nine
Mile and Haggerty.

“The cops came up, opened my car
door and threw me on the ground and
hit me with a billy club,” said Peter
Barbrick, one of the students cited for
disorderly conduct. ~

Barbrick, along with the other stu-
dents, was handcuffed and taken to the
Farmin,

Both police and students admit the
problem began after students threw
beer bottles at the police.

“There were a few trouble makers,
maybe 10 or 20 people,” said Barbrick.

Estimates of how many students
were in the empty field range from 150
to 500 persons.

Farmington senior Jim Moloney cor-

roborates Barbrick’s story.
e police came at us dressed in
thelr rln! helmets,” says Moloney.

. “THE POLICE” started dragging
people out of their cars,” he says.

Both students agree that police never
gave students a warning to bust up the
party before they moved. And both also
say several students were hit by police.

“Me and my date were ftrying {o
Jeave the party. We were a thousand
feet from the rat of the kids when the
police came up,” says Molopey. %

Another student, Tony Parker, also
says police never gave a warning be-
fore breaking up the graduation cele-
bration.

“They started to shine theil lights at
us. Some students started yelling that
we weren't bothering anyome,” says
Parker, who admits that some students
were using obscene language and that
beer bottles were thrown.

. “Everywhere you looked there was a
cop. It was pretty brutal. I didn't think
it was necessary,” says Parker.

Both Farmington and Farmington
Hills police were mvalved in the ar-
rests.

‘Democrats launch legislative property tax plan

By Sandra Armbruster
. staffwriter

Home and business owners alike will
receive tax breaks this year if the Leg-
islature adopts a new plan announced
Tuesday by State Senate Majority
Leader Wlu.lam Faust, D-Westland.

Key features of the plan include a
freeze on property tax assessment in-
creases, a 35 percent rebate on school
operating taxes over a three-year peri-
od and elimination of the Single Busi-

think that a lepumale question has
been raised. People would say that they
hado’t voted on a millage Increase, but
their tax bills were going up.

“I'm not criticizing communities in
my own district, but many have used
whatever money was available without
tightening budgets except” for loss of
federal and state f\mds,' he added.

Although generally in favor of a
Democratic legislative tax initative,
State Sen. Doug Ross, D-Southfield, is
taking a look af the entire package be-

At least two of the tax program ele-

ments have been endorsed\by Ross in

the past — the senior citizens renters’
credit and the single business tax relief
section.

FAUST SAID that swift action by

the Legislature on several aspeets of
the plan is expected by July 1. Other
features of the plan likely will require
hearings and be made retroactive, he
said.

He said that the plan was drawn up

in 2 series of meeﬁngx last - week-d'

with other D

ness Tax (SBT) for those

that gross less than $5 million a year.
“We hope this addresses the problem

of assessment increases,” said Faust. “I

fore giving his outrif

“This i3 a real complicated issue and
needs some substantial examination,”
said Ross aide Robert O'Leary. ‘

Norman Hunt

C’ville trustee wraps up career

By Marie McGee
staff writer

Norman Hunt's days as a Clarence-
ville Board of Education member are
officially-over, but it’s only the begin-
ning of a new nﬂe he plans to play as
an active spectal

T didn't seek melecﬂou because 1

- had lost interest,” sald Hunt, a Farm-
ington Hills resident and 15-year veter-
an of the board, “I just felt that the
younger people coming on are doing a
tremendous job.”

“Now P'm going to come to the meet-

. mﬁunmemberofmeommnnny
That part of the agenda for ‘expres-
slons from the public’ — that'll be me.
T'm going to create the problem, then
get up and walk away from it,” he said
with characteristic good humor.

EUNT 63, IS proud o“hehct that .
member who

he was always a board
was never to speak his mind

“whether It was on the closing of an ele-

and it added to ap “incredible” rapport
that prevails among the seven mem-
bers. “But, while we were friends, no
one could come into a meeting claim-
ing he had two or three votes in his
pocket on any issue.”

‘The turbulent Jate *60s and early '70s
come to mind easily as being tense and
sensitive times, he said. That's when
rebellious students, mppnned by sever-
al teachers, challenged the administra-
tion in several areas, and the result for
awhile was a polarized communi|

Looking back, Hunt said that decpm
the turbulence, ke felt there was some
benefit from those trials and. tribula-
tions that were only mirroring what the
rest of the country was going through.

“YOU GET SOME good cut every-
thing” he sald. Then a smile broke
through as be added: “We sure got the

out. We had some of the

community
‘best audences we've ever had.”

Hunt and his wife Faith ralsed thelr
hmlly on St. Francis Street rext to

ewood Elementary School. It was.
. hl: Involvement with the school's PTA

that lead to his appointment to the
board in 1988 to fill the unexpired term
of Fred Bailey. T

It was also the reason he fought so
hard at the outset to keep the achool
‘ppenvbenwmﬂwbluloimedw

consensus of that party’s caucus.
The two points of the plan to be ap-
proved by July 1 are the SBT and the

Norman Hunt
anewrole

bnyitwhenndedlnhgmumenl~

made it clar that the board was going ~

,whnvemdqnhﬂdiu. ~

“lnthebedmlna,lim‘;!_xtwkeepll
a neighborhood school, but down
deep in my beart I knew that'it was a

property assessment freeze, accordxng
to Faust. He called the freeze on in-
creases in assessments a landmark
part of the plan.

“The Legislature has declared that
property taxes are local issues,” he ex-
plained. “This freezes proj tax as-
sessments at the 1980 level. The only
way for a revenue increase (by hiking
assessments) i3 by a vote of elected
representatives.”

Although Faust was one of the ai-
thors of Proposal A, the tax cut plan
recently rejected by voters, he has
been critical of attempts by the state
Legislature to change tax levies set by
local government units.

good thing for the distriet,” he said. In
(he end he backed'down, but sald he is
bappy he did so because “it is being uti-
won't be a vandalized skele-

ton.” It isn't Iost to the community, be
added. Money from the sale of the
property has been set aside in an Inter-

other schools In the district, he sald.

The Clarenceville School District in-
cludes parts of Livonia,

Under this plan, local

ts from

and schoo! boards would be responsible
for voting on whether to increase prop-

erty assessments within their bounda-
ries. Residents would be notified and
public hearings held before they could
do so, Faust satd.

“People have had enough (of increas-
ing tax bills) without someone being ac-
countable. You and I always vated in
the millage, but not to have assess-
ments grow,” Faust continued. “Tt is es-
sential to retain local control and re-
sponsibility.”

OF EQUAL importance in the plan
is elimination of the SBT for businesses
that gross less than $5 million, accord-
ing to Faust. Instead, those businesses
would pay a tax only on the profits they
earn. Faust this provision to
take effect this year.

“We feel that this will improve the
business climate, creating economic
development and new jobs,” he said.
“We've had many businesses at that
level and below that ran into a deficit
because of the Single Business Tax.

“Those companies that are marginal
operations would save. Unless they
made a profit, they would pay no busi-
ness taxes.”

Faust said that big business wonld

benefit from another provision of the

Q.helr base pmﬁ& Paying those costs
and then considering them as taxable
means that businesses end up paying
twice, he explained.

“Those costs are a public purpose
and responsibility, nnll; business re-
sponsibility,” Faust said. “Of course,
we hope business will reinvest the mos-
ey, and this is also fair.”

He estimated that this provision
would cost the state $175 million in the
third year of the plan. N

SENIOR CITIZENS would be ex-
empted from paying apy school taxes
in Michigan if this plan is approved.
Faust also said that senior citizens who
bave- fired incomes and who are
renters would only be expected to
a maximum of 40 percent of thelr i
come for housing. The rest would be
paid by the state.

Another major provision of the plan
would rebate a portion of school opera-
ting millages paid. The rebate in the
first year of the program would
amount to 15 percent. Taxpayers wonld
actually receive a rebate check, proba-
bly in October or November of this
year, if the plan is approved by the
Legislature.

‘The average taxpayer would get a
check for $100, but in Faust's district,

plan which would allow the deductit
of upemployment insurance and work-

Please turn to Page 9A

Hills and Redford Township.

THE SEX ED program that came up
for discussion shortly before his
endedwulheurgcto(mu-m

It was one of the battles I lost,” be

jorm
Hunt's name will surely be at the top of
the list. .
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