Alan Alda portrays Jack, who tries to keep his friends close in
“The Four Seasons.”
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Friendship bonds
explored stylishly
in ‘Four Seasons’

Bless Alan Alda for recognizing the existence of an audience
strong enough to handle non-violence.

Alda wrote and directed “The Four Seasons” (PG). He also is
featured in it as a member of one of three couples who vacation
together four times during a year..

Granted it is unlikely that three middle-class couples would
have the money, time and interest to go off together on four trips.
1t also is curious how they manage to stuff themselves, their gear,
their groceries and their ample wardrobes into one car and arrive
at their destinations looking like people, not accordions.

Nevertheless, once you can accept these improbabilities, you
can sit back and enjoy watching an ensemble of fine performers
gamboling through a stylish script. Alda can match Neil Simon
one-liner for one-liner and emerge with more depth to his charac-
ters and more meaning to their situations.

In “The Four Seasons” he explores the bonds of friendship be-
tween the three couples. Is there a mutuality of interest among
them? Is there love and affection? Or is their friendship simply a
matter of convenience, an exchange of professional courtesies
(Lawyer to dentist: “You clean my teeth; T'll do your legal work.")?

THE COUPLES are Carol Burnett, a Fortune Magazine editor,
and Alan Alda, a lawyer; Rita Moreno, an “Italian,” as she keeps
exclaiming, and Jack Weston, a dentist; and Sandy Dennis, a photo-
grapher, and Len Cariou, an insurance salesman. :

‘When Cariou and Dennis divorce, and he marries a much-
younger woman (Bess Armstrong), his actions precipitate a flurry
of questions, arguments and confrontations among his friends. The
other two couples begin to examine the states of their own mar-
riages and the basis of their friendship with the others.

Among the excellent cast, Weston and Dennis stand out, proba-
bly because they reveal more of themselves than the others do.
Dennis is a shy, insecure person, reluctant to make changes. When
the big change happens — divorce auer 21 years of marriage —
you wonder if she can handle it.

She handles it better than her [nends They are embarrassed
when they accidentally meet her. They feel guilty because they
haven't kept in touch with her. On the other hand, they also are
uncomfortable with Cariou’s second wife and disturbed by the gen-
eration gap between her and them.

'WESTON, WHO IS several years older than the others, confides
to them in a serious moment that he is plagued by fears of growing
old. The response is an outburst of laughter. In scenes like this,
Alda points out some of the amazing contradictions which friend-
ship can contain.

Alda's character particularly is guilty of encouraging people to
“share their feelings” and then responding with criticism rather
than compassion.

Alda may have the most difficult role as the analytical lawyer
who seems to be the mainspring of the group. He is enthusiastic,
fun-loving and concerned about others, but there is a smugness
about him that sends out a warning signal to beware of his charm:
1t has a cutting edge. /

Three couples who share friendship are Jack Weston (left), Alan
Alda, Carol Burnett, Rita Moreno, Bess Armstrong and Len Carlou.
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what’s at the movies

ATLANTIC CITY (R). Louis Malle’s wondezfully vibrant, superbly acted,
romantie film about old and young dreamers in Atiantic City.

BUSTIN’ LOOSE (R). Richard Prym' and Cicely Tyson in romantic com-
edy about ex-con helping a schoolteacher transport children from a
Philadelphia ghetto to a Washington farm. '

EXCALIBUR (R). Sweeping adventure of King Arthur and the knights of
the Round Table with Nicol Williamson as the wizard, Merlin.

FOUR SEASONS (PG). Alan Alda and Carol Burnett in comedy about the
u?and-dawn relationshipd of three married couples during the course
of a year.

THE JAZZ SINGER (PG). Ridiculous remake magnifies all the flaws of
the first talking motion picture made in 1927. The slory doesn't get
any better. The songs get worse.

LEGEND OF THE LONE RANGER (PG). Western adventure with the
Lane Ranger and Tonto recounts the beginnlng of the legend.

OUTLAND (R). Sci-fi thriller with Sean Connery enforcing the law at a
colony on one of Jupiter’s moons.

TAKE THIS JOB AND SHOVE IT (PG). Robert Hays is executive faced
with tough decisions when brewery in his home town is taken over by
conglomerate he works for. .

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences admitted.
!I;G ll;ar;’lnct{n"‘l!‘l g\l!z:lance suggested. All ages admitted.

& Adult must accompany person under 18.
X  Nooneunder 18 admitted.

Greeks celebrate summer with 8th Ya’ssoo Festival

+The eighth annual Ya'ssoo Festival ~grounds, one-half mile north of Square

The church has been issued a gaming

presented by parishioners at St. George
Greek Orthodox Church will be held
from 5 pm. to midnight Friday; 11 °
a.m. to midnight Saturday; and 11 a.m.

Lake Road on Woodward Avenue.

Greek line dancing to bouzouki mu-
* sle, continuous live band performances
by Dino and the Continentals, and ouzo
and Greek delicacies are featured.

license for this year’s festival: Partici-
pants will be able tb try their luck on
the Big Six and other games, while they
sip Greek wine, munch on baklava and
watch traditional Greek dancefs.

The many boutiques, Greek pastry .

shops, specialty items and Greek-style: /

coney island are other attractions.
“Ya'ssoo" is the Greeks' toast “to

life” and that is the spirit of this [aﬁve .

to 11 pm. Sunday at the church

oceassion.

Did you know
about our
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Relax in the Golden

Hors d'oeuvres

DINE OUT

‘ Cocktail Hour?
!
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Monday thru Friday
4:30p.m. - 7:00p.m.
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Lantansse & American Food

Japansse Staakhouse

® Exotic Cocktails ®
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

lNFL.v\.'l‘l()N FIGHTERS
. at the

YN >
,$\ halea ;l]nn
‘ ’6" per person

Featurings Petit Frog Legs (Al you
can el ¥

E Soup. Salad.
Freach Fries. Roll and -
Butter

Kingsley Inu

3315 AUBURN ROAD
Between Adams & Opdyke Road

ALSO IN GRAND BLANC
Just off 175 Exit 1.695-1650

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

644-1400 564-5144

MINI-VACATION

WEEKEND SPECIAL!

Get Away . . . Save Gas, Time and Money

TWO wcurs ror ONE coo
$ 50%

Reservations Required
*65% for two Nights/3 Days. Up
1o two persons per room, subject
to availability

“ERRICKY |
RESTAURANT

Michigan’s Largest and Finest
Holiday Inn of Southfield
26555 Telegraph Road (U.S. 24) at
John Lodge (U.S. 10) and 1-636 Freeways
Make This Your Headquarters for Business
and Pleasure in the Southeast Michigan
Metro Area

=B
50% OFF
We invite you to
enjoy a 50% dis-
count on One En-
tree when a second
IEntree of equal or
Tgreater 'value is

Call: (313) 353-7700 or your nearest Holrday Inn
A Suburban Location Just Minutes Away from:

LK

. guv)n‘ljown Detroit . ;amia;uSIagium . imh; IRE:;:IIM hess [purchased
«Canada » Major Auto Firms » Northland Shopping Mal 4
+Cranbrock + Kensington Park « Metroand Ponliac Airpart CO“P;:dV:}‘:d
« Detroit Zoo » Greenfield Village + American Center Tues, Wed, Thurs
« Tiger Stadium » More than 400 Lakes Evenings Only
Sibeb Oreg Far 5 numm At 5:30 pm-9:30 pm
< Southteld. 3 N
Announcing i st onpan Located at
Mehgan's finest revolving chets offer 3 wide seiection of skaifly American Center
e shes o eary morming untd
et - g brnogemranrensio in Southfield
Featuring Fine Diing and Cock- tureg Toesday theu Sunday. Ao,
13k 500 PM. 10 1100 PM., o G sumpioows Frcay Seafaca Burte for easy to follow
ondaytEscey oot A aGoE directions
and Reservations
-CALL US AT
. 353-8144

A French Country Inn Dzscovers Yankee Ingenuity

"YANKEE LOBSTER_
a Down East Price

 Not valid for parties
over 10 or in conjunc-
tion with other coupons

or.offers.

e If 3 or more dine, dis-

count applies to least ex-

pensive meal.

« Salad Bar Only is con-
‘sidered an Entree °

Explres 6/30/81

« Present this Coupon

« One coupon per couple

* One check per Table

« This coupon supersedes,
all other newspaper of-
fers or coupons prior tol
4/1/81

Complete Shore Dinner Only *12.95
Served Nightly at L’Auberge

NEW KING LIM
RESTAURANT

celebrates
3RD ANNIVERSARY
introducing:
ALL YOU CAN EAT
Special Luncheon Buffet
Mon.-Fri.  11-4 $3.95
And Sunday Brunch 12-4 pm $5.45
Happy Hour 4-7 p.m.
CANTONESE + SZECHUEN MANDARIN.CUISINE
3350 Auburn Road %2 mile W. of Adams

Auburn Heights 852-8280
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SCHULER’S
TAKES THE

RUSH OUT OF
YOUR RUSH
HOUR LUNCH.

Now, in the time you normally take for
lunch, you can enjoy a delicious light meal
at Winston's Pub. The rel ing Old
English atmosphere, cheery conversation
and friendly people are perfect complements
to a great Schuler’s lund\

Feasc on the Stacked Beef Extraordinaire
along with a chilled mug of your favorite
draught,

And if you're in a special hurry, just tell
your hostess and we'll have you back to
work when you have to be—without skim-
ping on that famous Schuler hospitality.

Drop inany time or givs call an
we'll have things ready when you get here.

WIN - 9
Schiiler’s
m‘ %Mmlw 23
wm/e e youstilbome/
‘ 3600 Plymouth Rd.
Ann Arbor
Phone: 769-9400




