City tax

up $25

in new budget
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CUTRACKS in englnecring and codr
entoreement “are directly sasociated
with the declipe in new development
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aget Lawrence Ravage
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warpdctous’ we ean gn beyond that
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Sinscals nald aturday two for
mer employees firsd in Sanuary
came to the restaurant thal night
seeklng hack payment of wages
Sinacala sald be wan (hreatened by
the palr who wers gone from (he
reataurant when police began the n
vraligation,

The realaurant, which employa 30
prrsons, openad under current uwn
erahip oa AprH 7, 1980, according to
city racords It s not known at this
linn whether filnscols will reopen
his restaueant but fien officiale any
the bullding can be reapened after
renavation.

The fire started In a atorage
room, Maddison sald

“The area where the flre originat-
«d was In the atorago room where
papers, records, plaalic, styrofoarn
trays — thinga that relate to the res.
taurant businesa -~ were stored.”

Maddisan sai)

An office Tocated In the center of
the restauzant, near the eest wall
war troken into before the blaze,
the fire marchal sald

“The fire ltsall was contined tu
the rear portion of the bullding, the
arca around the atarsge room,”
Maddison sald. "The hutlding Is in-
tact except for the rear door.”

Damage {0 the bullding Included
atructural stee) near the celling that
was buckled by the heat. All of the
bullding suffered smoke drmage,
and there was heat damage In the
kitchen area. Windowa In the eating
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Hitla firefightor Chrin DeForge claana rubbia in the aftermath of the fira
that guited the Glaas Onlon raataurant,

atea were hroken vul by pollce (o
trleasn stmoke and gas. Tables and
chalra were covered with heavy
sont.

(m Monday after the fire Sinacoln
returned fo (he restavrant looklng
for his Insurance policy In the rub-
ble, Ho walked oul with the papes-
work.

, Firelighters  extinguished  the
flames In 13 minulea vsing three en-
glne trucks, an acriat tower fruck,
eight Farmington Hills firefighters
and 24 city public safety officers,
The fire was under control at 5:45
am., Maddison sald.

Family heads for Texas in a

RANDY BORST/atatt photogr

Robert Wahrenbrock; his daughter, Mindy, 4; and Smokey, the family
pet, will be driving down to Texas this weekend In this van.

By Cralg Plechura
atalf wrlter

The fob Interviews In Dallas were no
problem for Robert brock. The

well- documented journey

IF IT ALL sounds rather abrupt,
Wahrenbrock says that's because It is
“a real wham-bam-thank-you-ma‘am
kind of affair.”

press Interviews were another story.

Wahrenbrock, 29, of Farmington
Hills, has been the subject of a continu-
ing series of articles on “the search for
a new life in the Sun Belt" written by
Iver Peterson and published In the na-
tional editlon of the New York Times.

Peterson met Wahrenbrock at one of
his many stops at the Little Professor
Bookstore in Dearborn, where Houston
and Dallas newspapers outsold Detroit
papers by a 5-to-1 margin until recent-
ly, when sales dropped off drastlcally,
sald bookstore manager Nancy Colbert.

Wahrenbrock made weckly trips to
the bookstore since December. By
golng to the store he ended up being
interviewed by reporters for ABC
News 20/20, National Public Radio,
NBC, CBS and the New York Times.
The Times' reporter hitched a ride with
Wahrebrock last week when the
Farmington Hills man went to Dalias
Tooking for work.

He found a job and a home In 4%
days. He and his wife, Patricia and 4
year-old daughter, Mindy, are moving
to Dallas this weekend. Their unsold
home on Alblon, west of Middlebelt, Is
up for sale and a friend of theirs will
house-alt the home until It Is sold. In the
interim, the Wahrenbrocks will be pay-
ing $495 rent on a home in Dallas in
addition to their monthly mortgage on
the home In Farmington Hills.

He's duled to work Tuesday as
an Inspector at the Electronlc Flow
Meter company in Dallas. Two days
2go was when he returned from the job
hunt In Dallas. Thet afterncon he quit
his job at Gam-Rad Inc. of Novi, a firm
that is phasing out ita division of elec-
tronic sensing devices, The same day
he and his wife, Patricia, were working
frantically, packing boxes and wonder-

ing what they'd do with all the stuff

stored above the garage door.

Mrs. Wahrenbrock got off the tele-
phone, saying her mother was
surprised to learn her son-in-law was
successful In his Sun-Belt job search.

“They didn't think he'd find a job
down there,” Mrs, Wahrenbrock said.
“They thought it'd blow over. Bob has

- attacks of wanting to do something new

every so often. They thought this was
just one of those attacks.

“But I'm ready for a change. New
friends, a new place, a new elty.” -

Asked if she'd miss anythiog about |

the Farmington area, Mrs. Wahren-
brock Iaughed and said, “Bates ham-
burgers.”

Her husband said that while the
timetable for relocating has been has-
ty, he's planned for the last six years to
move out of Michigan.

“If there’s one thing I'm going to
miss about Michigan, iUll be skiing in

Residents lose zoning battle

By Mary Lou Callaway
special writer

Rezoning of 61 acres of single family
residential land at 14 Mile and Hagger-
ty was approved 4-3 by the West
Bloomfleld Township Board Monday.

The ,parcels, owned separately by
Robert.and Richard Rosin (44 acres)
and Willlam Clalr (17 acres), have been
discussed for nearly -

v approval o
The developers now have approv. B
a usiness

go ahead with-a.mixture of b

and multiple family uses.
Architect Leonard sxgg mm
drawings for a proposed shopplng

& ter to serve the area, which borders

S Novi and Commerce townshi
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.Farmington Hills. N
- Last month, the township planning
commisslon recommended the rezon-

ing by consensus.
But dissenting board members An-
Lobodocky, Thomas Law and

Dennis Vatsis on Monday - questioned
tezoning before the master plan is up-
dated as “putting the cart before the

“What's the big rush?" questioned
Vatals, .

“Thby (commissioners) did what you
wanted,” sald Trustee Raymond Hol-
land, who also serves on the planning
commisaion as a board representative.

LAST YEAR, the board sent the re-

zoning matter back to the planners,
asking them to consider the entire
stretch along the Haggerty Road corri-
dor as it relates to the ongoing master

plan update. B
The iisgion has been i

affect the update, Reynolds said.
‘Those favoring the rezoning argued
Monday that Intensive commercial and

winter,” Wahrenbrock said. "The first
snow of the winter. I always like that
— the first one — but that's it. Snow
comes once every six years down there
and that'll be soon enough for me to see
asnowflake.”

THE ATTITUDE of people he met In
the south was much more upbeat than
the prevailing attitude around Mlchi-
gan, Wahrenbrock sald.

“Everyone smiles, everyone's so dog-
gone friendly,” he sald of Texans.
“Even in a bar people are talking to
you, drinking with you. Here, every-
body gets drunk as a skunk, scowls and
cries in their beer.”

Farmington Hills residents, said
Wahrenbrook, “are .what I call
‘skyhooks.’ They've got their nose in the
air because they live in Farmington or
F Hills instead of some oth
clty around here.”

A “positive attitude” is something
Wahrenbrock tries to cultivate despite
bitterness toward his home state. He
lists his completion of a Dale Carnegle
course on the professionally prepared
resume be submitted to 11 firms in
Dallas, .

As advice to others contemplating
job-seeking in Texas, Wahrenbrock re-
commends paying for the services pf
an employment counselor. In his case,
a counselor helped to dtaw up an open-
Ing letter, a resume that emphasized
strong points and taught him tech-
niques of “maintaining control” in the

crucial, face-to-face job interviews.

IN THE INTERVIEW where he
landed a job, Wahrenbrock said he told
the firm’s vice president that he didn't
mind starting out in a lower position
than the one he already holds. He plans
a quick move up to englneer and, as a
fong-range goal, to get involved In sales
of the company's water quality moni-
toring devices.

Other Michiganians Interested in-

finding a job In the Sun Belt should .

have professional experience or a
skilled trade, Wahrenbrock says.

“And forget the phone calls” he
urges. “Trying to get through to talk to
some of these executives Is like trying
to get through to the King of Slam.
Their secretaries are very defensive.”

Eleven letters were sent to firms in
the Dallas area before anyone invited
Wahrenbrock to come down for an in-
terview, Wahrenbrock also consulted a
reputable employment agéncy in Dal-
las to arrange interviews. The agency
he found his fob through charges the
employer, not the employee, for its
head-hunting services. Other firms
which ask job-seekers to pay are called
“shyster outfits" by Wahrenbrock.

The hassle of finding a new job and
leaving his home state of 29 years will
be worth it, Wahrenbrock says, when
be's settled in his new home listening to
country singer Willie Nelson croon as
he and his new friends share a six-pack
of Lone Star beer.
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Township to the west make the busi:

ltiple zoning in West Bloom-

the update for several months but pub-
1lc héarings have not been scheduled
except for isolated parcels such as the
RosinTlair pleces.,. -
Frank

Planning . Director lds
sald the master plan update will take
several moré months, -

A delay in the final declsion on M-
Oakland

- 275 through' western County
pushied back the timetable for the pro-

field Toglcal. .
“Then it would be a self-fulfilling
prophecy,” objected Vatsis. “We do It

because they (other communities) do it. -

Qur side ‘of Haggerty. should be the
buffer. Office use would be better than
ashopping center” '~ -' ¢

" The other four board, members

agreed with the planning tommission's - .

recommendation ' of " rezoning as “in

| for- you, too, so give us-a
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Carpenters, roofers, i
painters, plumbers...
and many other people
! were needed by Sheldon
Moglovkin. o
Sheldon ran an Observer
& Eccentric classified ad.
and . received “over 200
calls”. Our ads can work"
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