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! Karen Colby Weiner — lawyer
and: feminist — would encourage
qualified women to enter the field of
law; today despite current employ-
ment figures which indicate jobs are
scaice.

Ohe reason: female attorneys
‘have gained access toa wider varie-
ty of jobs than they had in earlier
years when most went to work for
the government, a large law firm or
business, or “the solo practice of
family law,” according to Ms.
‘Weiner.

The doors of small- and medium-
size;law firms and business corpora-
(wns, which once resisted, are now
open to female attorneys. This has
‘opened up all Iegal fields of practice
to yomen, she said.

Another reason: salary differenc-
es between male and female attor-
neys “is minimal at this point be-
‘cause attorneys, in particular, are
:too aware of the civil rights act to
allow that (inequality in salaries) to
happen,” she added.

MS. WEINER, 37, an attorney
‘since 1977, specializes ip banking
‘anid real estate law as an associate
in‘'“the law firm of Dickinson,
Wright, McKean, Cudlip & Moon.
-She’s worked in both the Bloomfield
“Hills and Detroit offices of the firm.

_ In an interview in the Bloomfield
Hills office of the firm last week,
Ms. Weiner discussed the growing
‘number of women attorneys in Oak-
land County, her personal decision
to enter the law and her work to
bring about equal rights for women
n her field.

She is the new president of the
Women Lawyers Association of
Michigan (WLAM), a 750-member
organization that watches the
state’s legal profession attempting
to insure equality for women and
minorities.

WLAM REVIEWS legislation and
screens judicial candidates “to
make sure we don't get judges on
‘the bench who are sexists and preju-

By Shirlee Iden
. staff writer

“Marla Parker and Mother, attor-
. -neys at law.”

Sound like someone’s fantasy? If
s0, it's a dream that could come true
-some day.

Female lawyers
job options

diced against women litigants or at-
torneys,” said Ms. Weiner.

“We review legislation to make
sure we don't have any law that
treats persons differently on the ba-
sis of sex.” Ms. Weiner was a retired
speech therapist, married to an at-
torney, the mother of three young
children and 30 years old when she
decided she wanted to become a
lawyer. Three years later she
received a law degree, magna cum
laude from the University of De-

A breakmrough for women attor-
neys has come with the opening up
of the small- and medium-size firms
which Had been closed to women,
said Ms. Weiner. _

Spokesmen for those’ firms, said
Ms. Weiner, “were always quick to
say they would hire women if they
could, but that their clients might
not be satisified being represented
by a woman.

“NOW THEY'VE opened up much
more,” she said. More women own-
ing their own businesses is also lead-
ing to the hiring of more women at-
torneys, she added.

Regently compiled statistics show
4,114 attorneys in Oakland County.
Among them 356 are women or
about 9 percent, said Ms. Weiner.
There are about 1,729 female attor-
neys currently practicing in Michi-
gan.

The state’s female attorneys are
concentrated primarily in Oakland,

Wayne and Ingham counties be- -

cause of the greater numbers of
government jobs available in those
areas, she said.

“[ feel law is a great field for
women today,” added Ms. Weiner.

She decided to enter law school at
the age of 30 after being at home six
years and having three babies. “I'd
originally intended to just stay at
home and raise my family,” said
Ms. Weiner.

But she decided to return to a ca-
reer “instead of having a nervous
breakdown.”

“MY HUSBAND was supportive
in that he wanted me to do whatever
1wanted to do,” she continued. “And

Motions, examining witnesses,
preliminary examinations are ail in
a day's work for attorney Marla
Parker.

‘What was extraordinary was to
stand in the Oakland County court-
room of Judge Gene Schnelz and
sponsor her mother, Arlene J. Par-
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Aﬂéne Parker (sea!ed) was admitted o the practice of law In Michigan
recantly by a motion made by her daughter, Marla, (standlng)

I think he Wwas actually excited
about us being the the same field.”

Her husband, J. Lavin Weiner, isa
partner in the law firm of Weiner,
Hauser, Wartel and Roth of South-
field.

It hasn't been easy taking care of
three children, going to school and
then pursuing a career, she said.

“We all sort of work tngeumr to
get things taken care of

She says she’s not a “superwom-
an,” the designation popularly given
to working women who continue to
take care of all the homemaking
chores.

“Maybe I tried that at first,” she
said, “but it was impossible. It's a
relief not to have to try to do every-
thing.

“Now I accept whatever assist-
ance I can get. And I have to be cre-
ative about sources. My husband has
always been very sharing,” she said.

MS. WEINER describes herself as
a feminist. She is a strong supporter
of the Equal Rights Amendment and

ker, for admission to the practice of
law in Michigan, Both are Southfield
residents.

“] told the judge and those assem-
bled that I was appearing on behalf
of my mother to move that she be
admitted to the bar,” she explained.

“And I said this gives new mean-
ing to the phrase mother-in-law
since now 1 truly have a mother in
the law.”

Ms. Parker said it is normal for
attorneys to sponsor new lawyers
and sometimes they are family
members. “But it’s rare for a daugh-
ter to make the motion for her
mother.”

Customarily, the sponsor speaks
of the qualifications of the person
being admitted to the bar. This was
not difficult for Ms. Parker.

“I AM so very proud of my
mother,” she said. “I know first-
hand how hard undergraduate
school was and she had to tackle
that with all her other responsibili-
ties. And then to go on to Jaw school,
I'm really proud of her.

“Her
toward her goal are the qualities an
attorney needs. This is not simply a
personal triummph for her and the
family, but a real inspiration for all
‘women.”

Present for the ceremony were
Mrs. Parker's other children, Barba-
ra, 22, ap artist, and Andrew, 18, a
University of Michigan sophomore,
as well as her own parents, Florence
and Rudolph Leon of Lauderhill,
Fl

a. -

Marla Parker was admitted to the
bar herself just last November. A
University of Michigan graduate,
she attended law school at Wayne
State University.

Presently, she is employed as an
associate in the law firm of Fain-
tuck, Shwedel, Wolfram, McDonald

* and Zipser.

“I always had an interest in being
an attorney, mostly because I'm
people-oriented,” Ms. Parker said.
“The law is a way of being effective

. with people and thelr problems. You

really feel like you're doing some-
thing for clients and moving their
lives along.”

Her mother’s decision to go into
the legal profession came later in

erence in working
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Karen Colby Welner, an assoclate In the law firm of Dickinson, Wright,
McKean, Cudlip & Moon of Bloomfield Hills and Detrolt, is the' new
president of the Women Lawyers Association of Michigan.

now has *very serious doubts about
its passage.

“With the wave of conservatism
in the country, a lot of anti-ERA
feelings have come along,as excess
baggage,” she said. “But thisis nota
liberal or conservative cause. It's a
just cause,

“Women are not going to be able
to sit back and expect the govern-
ment to take care of equality. Gov-
ernment’s not going to do it,” she
said.

She became involved with the
women lawyers' assoclation, she
said, because “it was a means I saw
within my field to bring about
changes and equality.”

She joined Dickinson, Wright,
McKean, Cudlip and Moon after
serving two years as law clerk for
Michigan Supreme Court Justice G.
Mennen Williams.

In addition to heading the women
lawyers' association, she chairs a
state bar committee working to in-
crease the percentages of women
and minorities in the profession.

Attor'ney has a‘mother in the law’

life and at a difficult time for her
personally.

“My husband, Gilbert, suffered a
serious stroke in 1971," she said. “He
was in the hospital an entire year
before his death and I was with him
there every day.

“DURING THAT year of hls ill-
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Kinkerdoos

Woman’s small project

Jjust keeps growing

8y Judith Barne
statf writer

A small barrette, a rosette of lace
eyelet, two contrasting satin bows, a
novelty button and what have you got
— a “Kinkerdoo.”

‘That's Ricki Burleigh's label for the
hair decorations she manufactures and
sells through suburban specialty stores,
primarily for children.

Burleigh, who has lived in North Af-
rica and knows 10 languages, is now a
‘West Bloomfield mother of three.

She originally made the Kinkerdoos
to adorn the hair of her daughter Sabri-
na, 3. They were modeled after a de-
sign she first saw in California craft
shows,

“When 1 realized people in the
streets were stopping me to buy them
out of her hair or begging me to make
them for their children, I realized this
was a very marketable product,” she
says.

HER IDEA: to hire

able to locate enough home-bound per-
sons to do the work.

Then Dan Allen of Michigan Rehabil-
itation Services got in touch with four
bandicapped women who have had
trouble holding jobs. They either
weren't ambulatory, or didn't have the
self-confidence or transportation for a
regular job, she says.

“RICKI IS THE ideal employer,” Al-
len says. “She is willing to work with
someone who is slow.”

Currently, Johanna Rybak of Ponti-
ac, who is retarded, is one of Burleigh's
main sewers. “I can work all night. T
really keep going,” Rybak says.

Other sewers include Barbara Ber-
nard of Clawson who broke her back in
five places; Karen Waterman of Fern-
dale who suffers from acute flebitis
and also has a toddler to manage; and
Mayer and Rita Gluzman of Troy. The
Gluzmans are Russian immigrants who
are learning English.

Indu Soin, from lndla now living in
West

and
non-English speaking people, women at *

home with small children where a sec-
ond income was needed and retired
persons to make the Kinkerdoos, under
her supervision.

“I decided since these are really rel-
atively easy to make if one knows sim-
ple hand sewing, I would like to find
people who really need work to do the
sewing for me,"” she adds.

“My quality control is important; but
1 am also very patient, am willing to
teach and train.”

Despite telephone calls to a number
of organizations, she was at first un-

seamstress whom Burlexgh hires when
she needs store samples.

Recently the Jewish Vocational Ser-
vice, a non-sectarian vocational reba-
bilitation and job placement agency,
indicated interest in having some of its
clients make “Kinkerdoos.”

BURLEIGH'S current problem is

Jtypical of many small businesses which

start out as “cottage industries.”
She needs capital to move forward.
She was denied a small business Ioan
which would have allowed her to go af-
ter bigger orders.

JOHN STANO/stalt photograpiter

Ricki Burleigh and Johanna Rybak work on making the hair decora-

tions called K

sold through

stores.

ness, I had to my life. I
decided T must go back to school.
When I did that after his death, I
decided the law was a positive way
of helping people and that became
my goal.”

A native Detroiter, Mrs. Parker had
logged a few college credits before
her marriage at Wayne University.
Her intention was to become a so-
cial worker. Instead she married
and had the three children. In 1988,
the family moved to Southfield.

After her return to WSU, Mrs.
Parker earned a bachelor’s degree
in political science WSU and was ad-
mitted to the University of Detroit
Jaw school.

Mother and daughter were law
students at the same time grappling
with the reading, the research and
final exams.

Mrs. Parker said her greatest dif-
ficulty was coping with exams and
important research and then having
to switch gears and go to some func-
tion for one of her children. “But I
never missed anything important,”

she said.

ONE OF her best law school ex-
periences was working in the Urban
Law Clinic at U. of D. where she got
first-hand experience in the courts
and working with clients.

“Having your client know you're
their best friend is important,” she

said.

Since graduation, she has been
clerking for a law firm. Now she is
Jjob hunting,

Marla Parker and mother have
some legal discussions at the dinner
table, but mostly, they try to relax
and forget it. )

Both plan fo get experience in
many facets of law, perhaps to spe-
cinlize at some later time,

Arid as for that fantasy of a law
firm with the two of them as princi-
pals, Marla sald: “Why not? As long
as Pm the senior partner.”
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An Investment Tip Overheard About The Claymore:

Stock Up
‘Summer Sale Starting Today

At The

an evtraordinary
collction of precably
Gllored and incredibly
practical additions tn
your summer vaninix.
Each ganment was
fand selected by the
Clyuore fom notable
rames lke Polk,
Southwick. and 11,
Freemian for oven and
Woien wha recognive
k.
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Store Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9:30-6:00; Thurs. & FH 95!&9*00.
722 N. Woodward, Birmingham. Phone: 642-77"
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