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High costs stymie | paLD OR THINNING? | .
television coverage

By M.B. Dillon
staft writer

Golf aflclonados anxious to watch Ar-
nold Palmer, Sam Snead, Gene Littier and
defending champion Roberto De Vicenzo
tee up at the Senlor Open at Oakland Hllls
had better buy tickets.

ABC, after careful consideration, decld-
ed not to beam the tournament, scheduled
for July 9-12, into America's living rooms.
And although the network could have re-
linquished its exclusive rights to broadcast
the tournament, both NBC and CBS de-
cided it was too expenslve a proposition.

"QObviously, Oakland Hills is disappoint-
ed that the tournament isn't belng tele-
vised,” saild Dick O'Donnell, vice president
of Detroit sales for the Television Bureau
of Advertising and the Senior Open’s radlo
and telsvision llaison,

“But It's only the taurnament's second
year, and we understand the high costs in-
volved.”

O'Donnell said the Unlted States Golf
Asgsoclation consulted Reeves Communi-
cations in New York after ABC's refusal.

“Thelr syndicate would have filmed the
tournament and fed it to stations who
wanted it,” O'Donnell said. “But Feb. 17
was when we decided to punt.

“Next year It'll be at the Portland Coun-

try Club in Oregon. This year, we happen .

to be the bridge, and we're going to make
it work."”

JIM SPENCE, senior vice president of -

ABC sports in New York, more or less re-
flected the opinions of the network sports
cadre.
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‘But because the Senior
Open comes so late in the
season, and because of
the cost involved — close
to a million dollars — |
doubt we would have pur-
sued it even if we had
known of ABC’s decision
far enough in advance.’
—Dick Auernach
NBC vice president

“Unfortunately, audience Ie\}els for the
Senlor Open aren't sufficient to make It an
economically viable telecast,”" he said.

DAVE DILES, Jim Spence's Detroit col-
league and WXYZ-TV sports director sald,
“Channel 7 will be out there live every day.
But I'll tell you why ABC's not covering it
— no ratings.

"We cover the British Open, the U.S.

Open and the PGA live, but people out in .

New Mexico Just don't care about the U.S.
Senlor Open.

“Thera are a lot of good players coming,
but lights don't go off and cymbals don't
clang when their names are mentioned any
more."”

DICK WOZNIAK, ABC's vice presldent
of Detroit sales, agreed. “From a business
point of view, it's extraordinarily expensive
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SEND FOR A FREE BROCHURE.

- BE A WINNER WITH NEW MAN SUPRA!
+ undetectable « see-through scalp « light & cool Sporteman of opoclulormdo it cll
with complete comfort. No Gimmicks, no pain, no surgery. Just & great head of .
naturally looking hair,

d\few Hair n. -

704 N. WOODWARD AVE. + BIRMINGHAM s 642-9449

Tiris is the
BIG GOLF SALE
SMART GOLFERS WAIT FOR!

SAVE 20% T(I 50% DURING
GOLFLAND'S SUMMER CLEARANCE!

eSave on Ladies’ Golf Apparel!
eSave on Men’s Golf Apparel!
eSave on Famous Maker Golf Clubs!
eSave on Famous Maker Golf Balls!
eSave on Famous Maker Golf Shoes!
eSave on all Golfing Accessories!

,and make your selection from these Famous Brands”

s DIiFini*l1z0d *Haymaker *Loon Levin *McGregor
* Wilson GSpnldlng *Lynx *Top Flite *Grecn Joys
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When you know the score ...
you’ll choose PELLA every time.

Consult your yellow pages for the Pelia Plan Center or
dealer in your area. Listed under Windows-Wood,

Main Oftice: West Bloomfield - 624-8080




