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Errors cause health group to re-evaluate reduction plan

A tentative plan to close Redford
Community Hospital and eliminate 219
other hospital beds in the northwest
area is being re-drafted because of sub-
stantial errors in profiling the hospitals
involved.

Redford Community Hospital, tar-
geted for closure under the plan sub-
mitted last week, appears to have won
the first round in its battle to remain
open, according to Ralph Kingzett, pub-
lic affairs spokesman for the Compre-
hensive Health Planning Council of
Southeastern Michigan (CHPC-SEM).

The 72-bed hospital had been slated
for closure because of an error in the
hospital profile indicating patients
were housed overnight in buildings of
woodframe construction. In fact, no pa-
tients have been housed in woodframe
buildings after major remodeling took
place over the past two years.

However, retention of a majority of
Redford's 72 beds means that hospitals
in the northwest area, including Bots-
ford General Hospital in Farmington
Hills and Providence Hospital and
Straith Memorial in Southfield, may
have to absorb further bed reductions
than indicated in the original plan, ac-
cording to Kingzett.

THE NEW DRAFT plan for elimi-
nating 2,148 hospital beds in the region,
253 in the northwest area, is expected
to be completed by Wednesday, nearly
a week late because of the errors found
in the original plan.

Another factor that may change the
number of bed reductions for the north-
west hospitals is a possible error in the
original formula used to determine
pediatric beds, Kingzett indicated.

Summer is the best time
to update rabies shots

The coming of warm summer weath-
er means that people and their pets
will be spending more time outdoors
where they might come into contact
with wild animals and pets running
loose.

That's why veterinarians at Michi-
gan State University advise checking
on dogs’ and cats’ rabies vaccinations
now and getting them updated if they
need it.

According to figures from the Com-
municable Disease Center, U.S. Dept.
of Health and Human Services, rabies
is most commonly diagnosed in dogs in
summer, possibly because people and
dogs have more chance to mingle dur-
ing warm weather. It's most commonly
diagnosed in wild animals in August
and September, when the animal popu-
lation is at its peak. For some unex-
plained reason, it's most commonly di-
agnosed in human beings in January.

Over the past 20 years, rabies has be-
come less prevalent in dogs and cats
than in wildlife. Glenn Dudderar, ex-
tension wildlife specialist at MSU, said
this shift could be partly due to im-
proved vaccination of pets as well as
an increase in the incidence of rabies in
wildlife.

Any mammal can get and transmit
rabies, Dudderar said. In Michigan, the
wild animals most commonly diag-
nosed as rabid are bats, skunks, rac-
coons angd foxes. Bats are suspected of
being able to carry and transmit the
disease without contracting it, but no
mammal is known to be immune to the
disease.

Rabies is usually transmitted when
the saliva of a rabid animal gets into
an open wound, usually via a bite. But
all that's necessary is direct contact,
and a close sneeze at short range could
do it, Dudderar said.

RABIES CAN remain latent in an in-
fected person or animal up to 12
months, but signs usually appear within
two to three weeks. These signs in-
clude: frothing at the mouth, inability

* to drink, 2 wild-eyed look and restless
or aggressive behavior. Occasionally,
behavior becomes listless.

“Until quite recently, it could be said
that no one had survived rabies once
signs of the disease appeared,” Dud-
derar said. “Recently, however, two
people were saved, mostly because the
medical personnel treating them knew
what crises to expect — respiratory ar-
rest, heart stoppage, etc. — and were
on hand to treat them. They did not ac-
tually cure the disease, but they did
keep it from killing the victims.”

Rabies vaccinations are available
for veterinarians, wildlife officers and
others whose work might bring them
into contact with rabid animals. People
who have been exposed to the disease
through a bite or in some other way
and those suspected of being exposed
undergo a series of injections to im-
‘munize them against the di:

Immunizing pets against rabies is
critical in protecting them and their
owners and in minimizing the spread of
the disease through the pet population.
1t’s also important to avoid pets or wild
animals that are acting strangely.

“Rabies takes two forms — the furi-
ous form, marked by aggressive behav-
for, foaming at the mouth and the other
signs that most people would recog-
nize, and the dumb form,” Dudderar
said. “Wild animals that act docile and
tame often are sick, and you should
avoid them.”

If you're bitten or scratched by any
animal, wild or pet, in an unprovoked
attack, try if at all possible to secure
the animal in some way so that it can
be checked for rabies, Dudderar said. If
this is not possible, see a physician im-
mediately.

He emphasizes the words “unpro-
voked attack.”

“Most wild animals, in most situa-
tions, would rather run than fight,” he

said. “Likewise, most animals will
fight if cornered or teased or if they're
protecting their nest or young. Un-
called-for aggressive behavior is a sign
that an animal is not normal, and you
should avoid contact with it.”

If you suspect an animal is rabid,
call your county animal control office
or health department at once to report
it.
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that's possibly illegal. because it's a

of building one to specification

Even rennovation of state institu-
tions for the mentally retarded cost
more than the community homes, he
said.

Work on the facility in Coldwater
cost $20 million. The facility houses
288 residents bringing the remodeling
costs to $70,000 per person, Clark said.

In Lapeer, work on the Oakdale

Training Center cost $24 million.
“We are still left with a situation
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he added.

MORC doesn’t disagree with the pro-
posal to increase the distance between
community homes.

“We don’t want to create a deasity of
homes in an area. That's not our poli-
ey,” Clark said.

The group hasn't organized any lob-
bying effort against Bishop's bill but
wouldn't rule out that possibility. Since
little has been heard about the propos-
al, MORC staff members assumed the
bill had died.

“Before it, | was in
training for the marathon.
But now 10 kilometers
seems far enough . . .1 can't
tell you how delighted lam
with it for showing recent
movies as well as the
classics I've missed. . .
Keep up the good work!”

A Available now in

“The situation is up in the air,” he
added.

The draft plan for the northwest
area called for the following bed reduc-
tions in addition to Redford's closing:

® Botsford: from 308 to 283.

® Providence: from 430 to 414.

® Straith Memorial: from 45 to 42.

® William Beaumont, Royal Oak:
from 880 to 851.

o William Beaumont, Troy: from
200 to 189.

® Grace Northwest, Detroit: from
407 to 375.

® Madison Community,
Heights: from 37 to 35.

© Martin Place, Madison Heights:
from 264 to 247.

® Mt. Carmel Merey, Detroit: from
557 t0 539.

® Plymouth General, Detroit: from
146 t0 137,

® Sinaj, Detroit: from 570 to 551.

Assignments In the new draft also
will be tentative, and the plan is sub-
ject to the approval of the agency’s
Plan Development and Coordination
Committee and Board of Trustees.

A public hearing on the document is
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. July 16 in
the CHPC-SEM auditorium in the Book

Madison

Building in Detroit.

THE LATEST bed-reduction plan is
the result of renewed efforts on the
part of CHPC-SEM and area hosplitals
to reduce the number of beds, as a
means of controlling rising health care

o

costs,

It took the state Legislature to quiet
the screams of area hospitals which
were told to reduce their bed capacity
last year by CHPC-SEM.

Actually, the state of Michigan had
gotten into the health planning business
before the federal government, accord-
ing to Kingzett. A state Health Coordi-

éomplzinl.s reached Lansing, a joint
as

W

to investigate CHPC-SEM's first plan.

‘That resulted in two new groups add-
ed to the planning process. A seven-
member appeals body, which reports to
the state Health Planning Council, was
appolinted. Its members include civie
leaders from southeastern Michigan
who are not associated with the health
care industry.

Its only function is to hear com-
plaints about the process CHPC-SEM
uses in establishing debedding num-
bers.

The L also

nating Council was set up t
health planning groups throughout
Michigan.

When the federal government decid-
ed to fund health planning agencies
throughout the country, CHPC-SEM
was designated as the agency for
southeastern Michigan. About 95 per-
cent of its funding now comes from the
federal government.

BUT HOSPITALS and some organ-
izations objected to the criteria and
process that CHPC-SEM used to devise
its first debedding plan. When their

that a technical work group be estab-
lished to take part in the process of de-
veloping criteria, goals, standards and

-scores for the hospitals. Previously,

CHPC-SEM’s Plan Development and
Coordination Committee (PDCC) had
handled the job.

The technical work group now func-
tions parallel to a PDCC subcommittee
on excess hospital capacity, according
to Kingzett. He said that all hospitals
that complained about the first plan
found themselves with a representative
on the new work group.

THE GROUP includes eight physi-
cians, two of whom are osteopaths, plus
representatives of 19 hospitals. King-
zett said the technical work group stud-
ies areas at the request of the PDCC

and makes
dations on staffing needs to the sub-
committee.

“Believe me, they had a voice,” said
Kingzett. “With our first survey, one of
the concerns was that hospitals
wouldn't return the forms. One that
didn't was Cottage Hospital from the
Grosse Pointe area, and it had com-
plaints about the first plan.

“This time we had a 100 percent re-

. turn on the survey.”

Chairing the work group is Dr. Rich-
ard Horsch of St Mary Hospital in
Livonia. Vice-chairman is John Freys-
inger of the People's Community Hos-
pital Authority, which operates five
hospitals. Other members include Sis-
ter Xavier Ballance of Providence Hos-
pital in Southfield, Allen Breakie of
Garden City Osteopathic and Dr. EJ.
Conklin of Wayne County General.

“What people don't realize is that
we're not an agency with compliance
powers,” Kingzett said.
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