Youth gangs discuss street crime

The causes and prevention of youth
crime are best analyzed by those closest
to the problem, according to “Youth
Crime and Urban Policy: A View from the
Inver City,” publisked by the American
Enterprise Institute for Pubfle Policy

‘The report contains the proceedings of a
recent AEI conference in which urban ac-
tivists met to discuss inner city problems.
Editor of the report is Robert L. Woodson,
director of the AET Neighborhood Revital-
ization Project, which seeks to determine
the combination of public policies and
neighborhood strategies most likely to
succeed in revitalizing urban centers.

Representatives of nine neighborhoods-
based organizations, which have been
working with delinquint youth in some of
the nation's largest cities, identified three
major problems they encounter in their
work:

© Difficulty in dealing with the crimi-
nal justice system and with government
agencies that exercise authority over vari-
ous agpects of their work.

® The need to search constantly for fi-
nancial support from funding agencies.

® Problems in interacting with the
young people who need their help.

All agreed, says Woodson, that “when
social problems cail for doing things to or
for people with these problems, it is man-
datory that the people themselves become
the foremost participants in any policy es-
tablished and any solutions

JUVENILE AUTHORITIES are largely
unaware of the success of local approach-
es to curb youth crime, Woodson says. He
adds that those who do know about these
unofficial efforts remain skeptical or in-
different to them. At the same time, he
says, official efforts to deal with the prob-
lem have been unsuccessful.

“No clear, significant relationship has
yet been discovered between any institu-
tional youth program and the subsequent
life history or criminal activity of youth
treated in these programs. . . The needs
of miinority youth who mmm!t most of
the serious crimes remain largely unmet.”

‘Those who begin community youth pro-
grams are usually people who have suc-
cessfully survived the frustration and
temptations of ghetto living and the
threats of minority swtatus, Woodson
says,

“They know personally what activates
the struggling, violent young people in
their midst,” he says. “Experience shows
that neighborhood people are uniquely
able to provide the suppomve and subjec-
tively meaningul guidance required so
that their own youm can help themselves
to wholesome maturity.”

In the book, former members of black
youth gangs talk about their street experi-
ences and about the reasons they have
chosen to try to stop youth crimes instead
of commiting them. Leaders of communi-
ty-based organllatwm explain how they

Communities themselves must be in
charge of their own revitalization and re-
form services.”

have ‘when gov-
ernment agencies wu.h millions of dollars
to spend have failed.

In-the words of Robert (Fat Rob) Allen,

a gang leader for 10 years before joining
the House of Umoja in Philadelphia:

“THIS IS A JOB that has to be done be-
yond nine to five, At the House of Umoja
we only work 24 hours a day, any time of
day. The people that you pay $40,000 or
$50,000 a year to deal with these problems

can’t even deal with them. When there isa
pmh!em in the street, those people call

Woodson underscored the need for
greater public support for self-help neigh-
borhood youth programs.

“The crucial contributions of these
youth programs cannot be fully realized if
these groups continue to work isolated
from one another and outside the main in-
stitutional structure,” he said. “The recog-
nition, financial support and cooperation
necessary to make their work fully effec-
tive will only be forthcoming when the
true value of these programs becomes
widely known.”

‘Woodson, a resident fellow at AEI is
author of “A Summons To Life: Mediating
Structures and the Prevention of Youth
Crime,” published in 1981.

The American Enterprise Institute for
Public Policy Research is a nonpartisan,
nonprofit, publicly supported educational
and research organization which itself
sakes no positions on public policy issues.
Views expressed in the publications and
conferences sponsored by the Institute or
by individual scholars or fellows are those
of the authors or speaker and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the staff, ad-
visory panels, officers or trustees of AEL

H.B. Fortney, long-time SC instructor, dies

Harold Fortney

Harold B. Fortney, one of Schooleraft
College’s first faculty members and a his-
tory instructor there from 1964 to 1977,
died Sunday following surgery in St. Mary
Hospital.

Services for Fortney, 69, were yester-
day from the R.G. and G.R. Harris Funer-
al Home, the Rev. David Strong of St.
Matthew's United Methodist Church offici-
ating. Burial was in Floral Gardens Ceme-
tery, Bay City.

Fortney is survived by his wife, Wilma;

a daughter, Sue Wurdock; brothers How-
ard and Charles, sister Mary Uhlar and
to grandchildren.

A West Virginia native, Fortney taught
at Bay City Junior College and Delta Col-
lege, mear Bay City. before coming to
Schoolcraft.

He was named an “Qutstanding Educa-
tor of America™ in 1975, and he was an
active memkber of the Schooleraft Founda-
tion board of governors.
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SAVE 30%
ON OMEGA WATCHES

SAVE 30% ON OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF OMEGA WATCHES
THURSDAY, FRIDAY, AND SATURDAY ONLY.

Utility scams bring warning

Every summer it gets hot. And just
about as regularly some area people —
generally the elderly — get ripped off
by phony utility representatives.

A new string of scams prompts the
Detroit Edison Co. to remind its cus-
tomers one more time that utility em-
ployees never deliver cash refunds or
rebates in person. If you're lucky

enough to get one, a uniformed repre-
sentative of the U.S. government will
drop a check in your mailbox.

Check for ID before admitting any-
body to your home who identifies them-
selves as a utility employee. If you're
still not sure, call Edison before allow-
ing admittance.

EVERY WEDNESDAY

To the Music of the Big Bands

6:30 pm 9:30 pm

Admission Chat

har
Proper umle Jackets vequued

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy

Towne and Co
CLEARANCE

OPEN WEEKENDS ONLY

All sales final.

literions
ENIER

Friday and Saturday 12 noon-5 pm

Plenty of free parking. Extra salespeople on hand.

Save 30% on our entire collection of famous Omega walches for three days only.
Select from 14k gold, gold-filled, gold-plated and stainless steel watches in strap and bracelet
styles, many featuring quartz movement. Each one is a value too good to pass up. Prices
start at $250. Hurry in, this special Omega sale ends Saturday. (All items subject to
prior sale. Enlarged to show detail.) Use our convenient charge or
N we welcome American Express, Visa and MasterCard.

Your satisfaction is our most important concern.

charles w, WARREN

JEWELEKS SINCE 1902

SOMERSET MALL, TROY, 639.3411
NORTHL, “ D
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The Towne and Counlry Interiors Clearance
Center means incredible savings on high
quatity furniture for you. The items you'll find are
of the same high quality you'll find in our stores.
They may be discontinued samples, one of a
xind. close ouls or customer canceliations
They also may be just perfect for your home.
Our prices make them imesistable bargains.

You'll find converient credit terms, or you can
use your Visa or MasterCard. And remember,
all items are subject to prior sale, no layaways.
and all sales are final. For whatever home fur-
nishings you may need - traditional, country or
contemporary - don't miss the Towne and
Country Interiors Clearance Center. You may
never see prices like these again!

EVERYTHING ¥> OFF AND MORE!

“SOFAS GALORE"

29 Sofas by: Drexel, Thayer-Coggin, Hickory Fry.
vanguard, Heritage, Kay-Lyn, Hibriten and
Selig. Reg. §799-52.657 Now on Sale §199-§999

“SLEEP DREAMS”

Sealy /2 off Mismaiched Bedding Sale
Close-out of last years covers.

Twin: Reg. $139.95 Now on Sale $69.95 ea. pc.
Full: Reg. $179.95 Now on Sale $89.95 ea. pc.
Queen: Reg. $399.90 Now on Sale $199.90 per set.
King: Reg. $599.95 Now on Sale $299.85 per set

“YOU'LL LOVE QOUR LOVE SEATS”

23 Llove Seals by: Selig. Heritage. Hibriten,

Vanguard, Kay-Lyn, Marimont. Hickory Fry, DIA

ond Interior Crafs. Reg. $599-51.649.........
.............. Now on Sale §199-$599

“SOME OF THE ODDEST
BOXSPRINGS & FOUNDATIONS"
We have several odd box springs and founda-
fions by Sealy and Serta in twin, full and queen
sizes. Reg. $99.95 to $212.50

............. Now on Sale $49.95-69.95

“LADIES & GENTS BE SEATED”|
146 Chairs by: Drexel,
Heritage. Vanguard, Selig,
Thayer-Coggin, Hibriten,
Kay-Lyn. DIA, Hickory Fry,
and Marimoni.Reg.5239-
5999 Now on Sale $49-5499

14 MILE

“SOFAS BY DAY -

BEDS AT NIGHT”

42 Sofa Steepers by: Mari-
mont, Spherical and Kay-
Mar. Reg. $519-$1,295....
.. Now on Sale $259-$599

13 MILE =

“FOR THOSE LOVELY LEGS"
18 oftomans and benches
by: Thayer-Coggin, Selig.
Kay-lyn, Drexel and Hen-
redon. Reg. $99.95-6374 ..
Now on Sale $39.88-$187

“TAKE A LOAD
OFF YOUR SEAT"
5 playpens, modulars and
sectionals by Drexel, Selig,
Hickory Fry and Impact
12000.

. Now on Sale $699-§1,979

10-6 monday - saturday

400 Renaissance Center

OVING SAL

SPECTACULAR SAVINGS/

of 20~60% on

every item inour gallery

Antigue & Contempordry
Asian & Indonesian

folle arts, paintings, dhurrie rugs, inferior
Aecorations & accessories,

Many prices below wholesale. ‘§

Towne and Co
CLEARANC

32031 Mally Rd., Madison Hts. ¢ 588-5800

’rl»temio/w
ENIER

Dont miss this rare opportun-
ity to invest in something
unusual (& save/)




