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Beginners go undefeated

Girl softballers don’t mess with Ponytalls

By Pat Bordman
speclal writer

Imagine being 9, with your first
baseball glove, running for the first
time in a pair of cleats; and playing in
your very first organized softball
game.

Now, imagine winning all 16 of the
games — every game of the season.

‘That was the experience of the Pony-
tails, 14 hardworking little girls in the
Novice division of the West Bloom-
field/North Farmington Baseball for
Youth League.

Apparently, their repeated successes
' did not inflate their egos, for they were
just as nervous for their final game as
they were for their first.

“Before each game she would get
nervous. The girls always thought the .
other team's nine-year-olds looked big-
ger or were better fielders. As each
game came along they thought they
would lose,” said one mather.

But, the girls didn't lose. Each girl
was at bat about 48 times, scoring a -
team total of 289 runs. Their batting
averages ranged.from .250 to an amaz-
ing 864,
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Kelly Coulson gets some words of wisdom from manager Nancy Gres-
sler, while her teammates wait for their turn.

The averages don’l tell the whole sto-
r§, however. And, their success did not
come easily — they worked for it, ac-
cording to their teamn manager, Nancy
Gressler, The team practiced after
school two and three times a week be-
fore the séason’s games began.

They had to do the usual drills on
fielding and ruaning, but because of the
girls inexperience, they also had to be
taught the fundamentals of the game
itself — where too stand in the field,
where to throw the ball if it comes to
you, how to relay — all were practiced.

Still discontent; Gressler insisted on
warm-ups before each game to calm
the girls and renew their confidence.

1t was more than hard work that
made the difference for this team.
Gressler believes the parents’ interest
also had a lot to de with their over-
‘whelming suceass.

“We had a meeting before the season
actually started. The parents.all of-
fered to belp out in any way they could.
We wound up with two coaches, Barb
Coulson and Kathy Dawson, besides
myself as manager. Some of the other
tealm only had the manager or just one

And" she continued, “our parents
saw to it that the girls came to as many
practices as possible, and that helped.
Of course, our attendance was ont-
standing. We had parents, grand-
parents, aunts, cousiss, friends. No
other team had as many.watching as
wedid.”

The girls also had & manager with ~

some unusuzai attitudes. “I never vepri-
'manded them when they were on the
field if they éid something wrong. I
also disliked yelting out instructions be-
cause then they’re Jooking at me and
not at the game. So, once the game
started I tried not to talk to them and
fuse them,” Gressler explained.

girls actually thought they bad lost
some games because of this unique

ractice.

*T don't let them know because they
become t0o aware of & score rather
than . ball game,” Gressler said. “I
don’t even keep track mysell. I'm more
interested in the way they play than in
‘the scoring.”

Encouraging a good attitude was up-
permost on Nancy Gressler’s mind. Af-
ter one game, the losing team
memebers reacted quite strongly by
throwing bases, pushing each other,

and

“After that hnppened at our very
next practice, :;nut down in the shade
and talked about losing. How they
would feel if they Iost. I told them I

any
throw @ helmet or a bat. 1 didn’t want
thern to Jose their tempers,” Gressler

expl 5
‘Though the overall league includes
girls age B through high school gradu-
ates, most of them have never played
on an undefeated team. In fact, the
league purposely tries to preveat one-
team sweeps like this from occurring.

“Actually, we don't like to see this
happen and we hope it never happens
again,” reported Caroline
novice division president and berself
manager of a novice team.

“We strive to make it as even as we
can. We try to set the teams up so that
on each team there are girls with the
same expetience level,” she said.

The'league fecls children should ex-
perience both winning and losing.

“Wewmiomtzalupmman
age groups that is fair and everybody
has a chance to keow what it is to win
and luse ‘We want them to have a good
and learn. We iry not to

“If T ever thought they were doing
terrible I wouldn’t want them to know.
I always thought they were trying the
best they could.”

This manager had another unusual
philosophy. She never allowed the girls
to know the score until the game was
completed. Though they won every
game, usually by wide margins, the

stress first place,” Greenberg said.

Nevertheless, the Pongtails received ~

an ovation at the league awards cere-
mony after it was announced their
team was the only undefeated girls
team this year.

’l'he mo!her of one Ponytail put it

this
"Aiter the first few games I warned

her that the team would prnbably lose.
But, then I thought about how young
they are. They’ll face lots of defeats in
their lives. But, how many times is a
‘person able to enjoy the knowledge that
they were of the best, and that
Lhey contriboted to the ¢ffort that was
S0 successful? So, I stopped warning
her. I didn’t want to say anything um

would take away the joy and excite-
ment of those moments.”

The team members are:
Lori Benedek, Erin Bepjamin, -Amy
Bordman, Kelly Coulson, Bridget Daw-
son, Lissa Erhich, Becky Gressler, Pam
Gressler, Allison Kole, Stacey Lakind,
Stacey Moss, Elizabeth Patrick, Rayna
Steinberg and Ronda Slembuch
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Tha last act of the final game of the season is saying thank you for a
good game. The Ponytails are the girls in the light uniforms, while the

defeated Chickadees are: in the dark uniforms.
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drakeshite shopo!

“Put Yourself
Together Party”

August 8

Saturday
1:001il 3:00
Bring an item from
your wardrobe to
mix and match.

Update your
wardrobe for fall.

Models

Refreshments
No Charge

By Reservation Only

476-1150

“Heard about

~ State Farm’s
Home Alert
Protection

Program?’’

Fred Samra Ins, Agcy., Inc.
32300 Grand River

Farmington, Mich. 48024

Phone: Off. 313-476-1880 ,

STATE FARM

£ a0 Casuany Comgany
Homates

Boseungten, Wiaors

Various
combinations of
alarms, locks and
extinguishers

will make your
‘home more secure
and reduce
insurance costs.

.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there)

33205 Grand River
Farmington

D

SPECIALIZED
BANKING SERVICE

for
SENIOR CITIZENS

- Call or See
Marion Mol
Nancy Taylor
Norma Monroy

METROPOLITAN
NATIONAL BANK

Farmington’s Only Community Bank
Locally Owned-Locally Managed-Locally Staffed

27500 Farmington Road
Farmington Hills

553-4200

An Equal Opportunity Lender/Employer

Member FOIC

Z0TOS PERM

‘QUEEN HELENE
HOT OIL SPECIAL
*6° REG. '8

427-4264

Senior Citizens Sets 6%

ZLonvon Room of Yawr Fashions
15430 Merriman « Livonia,

n-Th
Fri NOW OPEN ‘Tll.

. Fine Furniture Since 1917

STEWAS .
“AOUR ;uusmn:e s!one
has no extra charge for

THE BUTLER DID IT'

This unique storage chest is new
from Stanley. It is 42" wide, 18"
deep and 36” high and has a fold-up
top that will hide silverware or im-

portant papers. The
stay open by itself,

ble in French, as sh

August 8.
REG. $667

or Masier Chaige
Aot Zhoc

H A SMITH

‘,umhlr Supplies (Your HWI Link to Value}
28575 GRAND RIVER
(near 8 \hle) 474 P661030r 235-8440

the tray is lined. Below are three
drawers. Behind the door are 2
shelves and 3 vertical compartments
and a pull-out towel holder. Availa-

each has matching tables and chairs.
Quantities are limited and sale ends

limited
quantity

\

Michigan’s first Drexel Heritage

Ray Interiors
33300 Slocum Or.,
3601 Plymouth Rd., Ana Arbor

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
Pie Crust Lamp Table

Beautiful chalr or sofa
accompaniment. 24" Dia. 25" H.
Reg. $299. Sale $178.

store

476-7272
895-9095

Farmington

ke
7:30_+ Sat 8-4:30

formica top will
if you wish, and

We've

own, or Italian -
. .

SALE $499

Pla today.
Cas)lrl tonight.

gotit:.

.the orange Daily Game machine. Now you can play any
3-digit number you like. Play it straight or boxed—by day or week.

You could win up to S500 for every dollar bet. So play today. You just
might take homne cash tonight.

NOW AT

Godmar Rexall Drugs

23366 Farmington Rd. - Downtown Farmington Center
1 Block South ot Grand River « 474-3123
Daily 9 a,m.-10 p.m. « Sun. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
unduy Liquor Sales




