moral perspectives

‘Rev. David Strong

A great royal wedding has taken place before our
eyes. We are thrilled not only by the spectacle and
the romance of this event. We are touched by the
simple trust and pledge of a man and a woman in
marriage “till death do us part.”

‘The message the bride and bride-groom and the
: clergyman wished to convey to the world watching
: this ceremony was that we are all kings and queens
when we come before God's altar in marriage.

As a clergyman who officiates at upwards of 30
weddings a year, 1 am sometimes less optimistic
about the autcome of all of these weddings.

We need to be hopeful and idealistic about mar-

ing the means to help couples survive the difficul-
ties that work to tear them apart: We must face the
awful-fact that half of the marriages currently
made ;v'rm not survive.

MARRIAGE HAS become a lonely affair. The
% newly marrieds in our society set out in a boat to
weather the storms without benefit of a navigator
or crew to assist.

! riage today. We also need to be practical in provid--

One of the major dxmcums with marriage in
our society is that we isolate couples in splendid
séparation from resources that could help them.
Can we imagine doing the same with new employ-
ees in a company? Would we assign a difficult task

. and then leave the persons without supervision, as-
sistance or evaluation of their progress.

Churches, community colleges and counseling
agencies need to provide workshops in marriage
communication. They need to teach people how to
problem solve and the dangers of certain patterns
of communication.- Video taped interactions be-
tween couples could be analyzed. The resources for
marriage care and support are available.

Some of the churches have already begun this
work. “Marriage Encounter” weekends originated
by the Roman Catholic Church have had excellent
results. The United Methodist Church offers week-
end courses called “Marriage Enrichment” or
“Marriage Communication.” The offerings still are
few in prapamun to the need The central theme of
these red
building upon the posmve.

arriage ps is -

?Happlly-ever-aﬁer needs society’s assist

THE lSSUE we face is a more difficult one. We
need to rid our society of the concept of marriage
as‘a success or failure thing. Too often we see mar-
ridges as successful up to the moment they “fail.”
Two weeks earlier we considered their marriage.
successful. Then we suddenly find it has failed.
Such a myth is simply not true. Alt mafriages
which I know about have had stress and difficulty.
‘These take place over a period of time. Things ac-
cumulate. Decisions are made over months and
years. To the outsider they may ppear to be-sud-
den. They seldom are.

1t is only possible to help marriages thrive when
we drop this “Bappily ever after” myth and find
practical ways to assist people in their relation-
ships. Only when we provide training and support
for married people will we seriously ‘affect the
tragic trend of divorce. When we accept the fact
that marriages can be nurtured without their
“being in trouble,” we have made progress. Our
times call for a new approach for those already
“married. .
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Ypsilanti home tour
planned for Aug. 30

Doors, of five historic
homes will be open for
touring, by the pubhc -
Aug. 30 as part of Ypsi-
lanti’s 1981 Yesteryear
Heritage Festival. It is

close to Queen Anne. The
1856 Italianate style
nome with ornate plas-
ter cornice moldings and
a carved marble fire-
place mantle also will be

cal Museum on N.
Huron.

Included in the tour is |
a stuccoed frame house
with a Victorian porch, a
bath on a pedestal and

sponsored by the Ypsi- an old-fashioned kitchen.  open.
lanti Henfage Founda-  Also to be viewed is the
tion. first brick home buiilt in Concluding the tour

Tickels' are $3 for
adults, $2 for senior citi-
zeps and $1.50 for chil-
dren 13 and under. They
are available at the
Chamber of Commerce
at 462-4920 or during the
event at booths in front
of the Ypsilanti Histori-

Agency opens B’ﬂd clinic -

Medical Rehabilitation- Services has
opened a Bloomfield Township clinic
with social workers and physical, occu-
pational and speech therapists.

The new cline, at 1695 Woodward,
will provide out-patient services in the
specialities of sports medicine, ortho-

the city. Its style is
Greek Revival.

will be Follett House,
built in 1859 and.regard-
ed as one of the grandest
hotels between Detroit
and Chicago. Its owners
occupy one floor, anoth-
er is rented and two are

A neglected house re-
furbished by an amibi-
tous. couple should pro-
vide inspiration to any
do-it ynursel[as It was
built in 1889 in a style

pedics and pediatries.

It will also operate an educational
program in preventative exercises for
back pain, as well as a clinic for per-
sons with chronic pain

The agency also has clinics in West
Bloomfield and Trenton.
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All are weicome at the above church services and Reading
Rooms Chid care lacibes provided Sunday 2 Wednesday

ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
may hear testi-

ind so
there is & puc(lul answer to every need.
You will be lovingly welcomed.
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