Tisch is back

2 plans would cut legislative session
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Bishop, R-Rochester, and Shiawassee
County Drain Commissioner Robert
Tisch, best known as the state’s tax-cut
guru

In recent years, both the length of
legislative sessions and the number of
approved laws and resolutions have
soared. For example, the 1977 session
of the 79th Legislature lasted virtually
all year, stretching from Jan. 12 to
Dec. 29 over 133 actual session days. In
that time, 319 new laws were ap-

proved.

The 1978 session of the 79th Legisla-
ture was one day longer, convening
Jan. 11 and ending Dec. 29, spanning
127 actual session days during which
642 new laws were approved.  ~

Michigan is one of only 15 states
which imposes no time restriction on
legislative sessions. ‘

BISHOP'S PLAN was introduced
earlier this year as a Senate resolution,
but the 15-year Republican veteran has

tives are paid $27,000 a year and have
a $5,200 annual expense account. State
pension contributions for Iegislators,
which vary annually with actuarial
projections, last year reached some
$990,000, or about $6,700 per legislator.
Legislators contribute 7 percent of sal-
ary, or $1,890 a year at current levels,

Pension payments begin at 32 per-
cent of wage with eight years' seniori-
ty, and rise to a maximum 64 percent
with 16 years’ seniority.

TISCH THREATENED in May to be-
gin a session-shortening petition drive
July 9 unless the Legislature approved
tax cuts which met with his approval:
Neither the Legislature nor Tisch act-
P e

‘Tisch says he still intends to pursue a
shortened session, although he now fa-
vors a less-radical plan than he did two
months ago. -

His original push was for 90-day ses-
sions every other year, with off-year

Tisch plan- would also eliminate the
Legislature's subsidized pension plan.

THE PLANS may be broadly simi-
lar, but the motives of the men who
back them are widely different.

“We do the real crux of what has to
be done the last 30 or 40 days, and it
doesn't get the scrutiny it should,” said
Bishop, adding he believes most of any
legislature’s time is taken up with is-
sues “I would consider to be irrele-
vant”

Bishop says his plan has languished
for nearly four months in committee
“pecause the leadership of both the
House and the Senate, Democrats, op-
poseit.”

The issue of pay for legislators, Bish-
op says, would continue to be under the
contral of the state’s Compensation
Commission. Pension funds, he says,
“are set by state law, pretty much,” al-
though presumably either Bishop's or
Tisch's proposed constitutional amend-

of the o:ganizations I've sent the letter
to have indicated they can’t make the
decision themselves. They have to con-
sult wilh their executive board.”

BISHOP'S LANGUAGE “isn’t going
to deliver what I want done,” said
Tisch. “It's written by 2 politician for a
politician. I want a part-time, citizen
legislatire. Bishop won't do that.

“And I think he’s in trouble with the
drive because he won't do anything.”

Tisch, who admits to a continuing in-
terest i1 running for governor, said he
decided to include provisions for the
$90 we:kly payment year-round “be-
cause I have to bleed for (legislators)
because they say they have to answer
the phote 5o often when they're home.”

A part-time legislature would allow
elected representatives to retain great-
er coniact with their constituents,
Tischszid.
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Special for the whole month of August:
Our Blueberry Coffee Cake. special 1.90.
Oh, what a blueberry morning!

Fruit Flan, now through August 8th,

pick of the crop of summer’s fruits,
a dainty dish of nature’s bounty. 450
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RENT VIDEO MOVIES |

. Chocolate covered Lofig Johns, Aug. 26-29.
In other words, Cream Filled Eclairs.
The French named it better. 6 for 174
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Choose from hundreds of movies
in stock!
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§1’amﬂ‘éém Presents:
- Abignewidea for
_small dining spaces.
i Now at 25% off
for three days only
- L ﬂ

. For the uniquely sumptuous
bed and bath

Custom njonogramming by Sufolla: new in The
Woodwargq Shop for Linens, af Hudson's Northiond
only. Thred-initiat monograms in up to 22 lettering
styles, ang up to 100 thread color choices.
Available bn Fieldcrest Royal Velvet and Lustre
towels. Orf acelate satin and Wamsutta solid c.olor
Supercalegiall-colton sheets and cases. And on
custom blginke! cover ensembles. An almost
untimited @rray of ways to personclize your effects
with elegdnce. Come, make your selections soon:
allow 4 1036 weeks for delivery.
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A small spartment for two? A gracious, but |[[”
tough, table for the corner of your country
Xitchen? A pretty party table that expands
for six? Whatever your needs may be,
gy Dinamics | may be the answer.
T Dinamics | fits most anywhere. Beautlfully.
In your dining room with the luxury fock of
fine furaiture you've learned to appreciate,
or as the center point of that second dining
4 area thet you use so much. After all, Dinam-
ics | s made by Stanley, yet you'll find that
Dinamics (s also beautifully affordable.
There’s mora, like a cholce between a mellow woodtone
I} finish, or elegant antique white, but better come and see why
| we're enthused. Now we have the answers for today's small
£ space decorating problems.
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