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Meier packs potent punch in minors

By Richard Lech
.staff writer

Farmington’s Randy Meier is back in
the swing of things.

And for that, the Seattle Mariners'
farm club he’s on can be grateful.

Just two weeks ago, Meier was hit-
ting only .244 for the Bellingham,
Wash., minor-league team.

' Since then Meier has been lighting up
the Northwest League. He has raised
his average 66 points to .310 and has
collected 20 runs, eight RBIs, seven
doubles and five stolen bases in 30
games.

The former Farmington High and
Central Michigan University standout
has beén playing outfield for Belling-

ham since being drafted by the Mar-
iners in June.

“It's something 1 always wanted to
do — play professional baseball,” the
22-year-old baliplayer said. “Now I'm
getting the opportunity. My dad (How-
ard Meier of Farmington Hills) and I
have been working 22 years to get me a
chance of coming here.”

BELLINGHAM is located in some of
that pretty Pacific Northwest country,
90 miles north of Seattle, near Canada
on the ocean.

When he arrived, Meier already
knew many of his teammates, having

played with them in summier college

leagues in Alaska and Cape Cod.
His biggest fan — his wife, Patti —
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Rochester's Jill Washburn runs to victory over a course which was cut
through a field at Stony Creek Metropark.

NG

attencs every home game. The former
Patti Thoresen of Farmington and
Meier were married May 29, just two
weeks before Seattle drafted him in the
20th round.

“We've got one steadfast fan in our -

park in Pam Meier said. “She’s at all
the games.”

Husband and wife go their separate
ways, though, when Bellingham is on
the road. The travel, when combined
with playing every day, is the toughest
part of being in the minors, he said.

“It's as rough as they say,” Meier
said of being on the move. “Being the
farthest north, we have the longest
road trips. Our shortest trip is 6%
hours by bus.

“We play a game one night, and it

might get over at 11:30. At 6 in the
‘morning we leave for a seven-hour bus
trip and arrive in the afternoon and are
on the field by 4:30.”

PUTTING UP WITH the travel is
one of the rough spots on the road that
one day may lead to the majors. Since
the Mariners never have been a power
in the American League, Meler figures
the organization should offer young
players more opportunities to rise than
some contending teams.

“I think T got with a good organlza»
tion, a club trying to xmprnve Meier
said.

In a way, the major-league players’
strike helped Meier and other minor-
leaguers in their efforts to advance.

“With this baseball strike and so
forth, we've had many people from the
big club come and watch us play,”
Meier said. “One of them has been the
director of player personnel, agd he's
the one who makes the decision if you
2o up or down.

“Normally he gets down here two or
three times a year. But he's been
around quite a bit this year.”

Meier’s next stop, if he keeps on
stinging the ball, probably would be the
Mariner's Wausau, Wis., team, half a
nation away from Bellingham.

“I hope to move up one or two
notches,” Meier said. “But as far as get-
ting into the big leagues, it's really
hard to tell.”

Randy Meler
hones baseball skills

Distance run draws 209

MSU standout wins at Stony

By Marty Budner
staff writer

Thursday’s 2%-mile run through Stony Creek’s
rolling hills was a routine outing for Big Ten
10,000-meter champion Jill Washburn.

“It was a good practice run for me — I just want-
ed a quick workout this morning,” said Washburn,
who will be a junior this fall at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

“ like it here (at Stony Creek),” she said. “It’s a
challenging course because you have to keep fight-
ing your way through the woods and the loose dirt.”

Washburn was one of 209 runners who participat-
ed in the 10th annual Stony Creek Metropark Dis-
tance Run at the park's Oakgrove Picnic area.
Tiicre were nve "4 mile runs, and a five-mile run
that attracted the most contestants.

Washburn won the Division V (women's division)
for the third straight year with a time of 12:58. Her
father — Joe — won the Division IV (31 years and
older) race for the second straight year with a time
of 13:14.

The other 2%-mile races winners included: Ro-
chester’s Doug Goudie in Division { (ages 1-10);
Livonia’s Paul Coburn in Division If (ages 11-20);
and Pontiac’s Tony Alessi in Division III (ages 21-

Turn Zarzycki of Mount Clemens won the five-
mile race with a time of 25:02, and Orchard Lake's
Larry Fisher was second at 25:13.

WASHBURN, who has raced in five consecutive
Stony Creek runs, won the Big Ten's 10,000-meter
outdoor championship May 1 o her home course at
MSU.

The 1878 Rochester High Schoo! graduate won
with a time of 34:36, then came back the next day
and placed second in the 5,000-meter run. She said
it was the highlight of her carrer so far.

“I had a history of doing poorly at Big Ten races,
but that was definitely a big weekend for me,” said

Driving ambition

Spectator takes wheel for racing success

By Richard Lech
staff writer

Last year was even better.

Racing in a different Torino, Bohland fin-

ished secnnd overall in his clase and won the

HIS BACKGROUND certainly has
helped. Bohland is the manufacturing and
plant engineering manager for Ford Motor

Walt Bohland was one

g spec-
tator who just couldn’t leave the dnvmg to

breaking in a new car plus a few minor ac-

in Company's Glass Division, and he has an en-
gineering degree from the University of De-

‘My coach wanted me to let
the other people lead, and
for me to stay behind and
pass attheend. . . . There
was no way I was going to
lose that race after leading
all the way through.’

— Jill Washburn
Big Ten 10,000-meter champion

Washburn. “The (10,000-meter) race was like a six-
‘mile run and a quarter-mile sprint.

“My coach wanted me to let the other people
lead and for me to stay behind and pass at the end.

But I think everyone else had the same idea.

“Except for a couple hundred yards at the begin-"
ning, 1 was the leader ail the way through. It got
tough at the end because Melanie Weaver from U-
M was trying to pass me.

“T held her off though,” she said. “There was no
way I was going to lose that race after leading all
the way through.”

DAVE BLIEVERNICHT of Southfield is another
Stony Creek run veteran. Blievernicht finished sec-
ond — 39 seconds slower than Joe Washburn — in
the Division IV race.

“I think I've missed a couple years, but I've been
at all the other races (at Stony Creek),” said Bliev-
ernicht.

“My impression of this course is thal it is possi-
bly just a little longer now than it was the last time
I raced here two years ago,” he said. “It's a chal-
lenging course, and it's a delight to run on a true
cross country course through the woods.”
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How does Bohland explain his success? . .
“I don't really know,” he said with a chuc- SAVEUPT0*80. SALE
Kle. “Luck. It sure helps, anyway. On a
sraall track like that, in a 20-car feature, Bohland said. “But there are a few things
there's a lot of iron and you can get tangled you keep under your belt to try to get the -
up with somebody real quick. It's the edge”

breaks. Who you happen to run next to plays

* advantage.
“Everybody down there helps one another
because they're all there for the fun of it,”

currently is in fifth place for the season in
Flat Rock Speedway’s street stock competi-
tion.

That's not bad for a field that usually to- \\
tals 50 cars each week. And recently he V

took third in the racetrack’s Midseason
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