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Earﬁﬂngton Mothers of Twins

‘A Pair Makes a Full House’

By Loraine McClish
staff writer

A gathering of twins and their fami-
~ lies filled up one section of i

established,” said Diane Sands, one of
the club’s charter merhbers.

“Qur purpose was to provide friend-
ship among mothers of twins, give

City Park this week for the annual
surnmer gathering of Farmington Area
Mothers of Twins Club. There are 30
members in the club now that got off to
a shaky beginning in 1976 when three
area mothers of twins got together to
organize a support group for women
who had given multiple births. A lot of
the growth is credited to a wide distri-
bition of a booklet called ‘A Pair
Makes a Full House,' filled with helpful
hints for mothers of newborn twins. It
was distributed through area hospital
and pediatricians in keeping with the
club’s philosophy of aiding one another.

“We gave ourselves six months to get

them the exchange ideas
and information and share a common
experience.” One of those three women
was Jill Held, who liad been a member
of a similar club in Ohio and offered to
take on the leadership role. But after a
few weeks her husband was given an
unexpected job transfer and responsi-
bilities fell to Mrs. Sands and Elenda
Wise.

WITHOUT ANY background in club
organization, Mrs. Sands assumed the
position of president and Mrs. Wise ap-
pointed herself vice president.

‘Together they worked as program di-
rector, publicity chairmen, and a two-
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Curly-headed Tim and straight-haired Kelth were among the fraternal

twins who came to the picnic. The two year olds are the sons of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Oliver of Novi.

woman speaket’s bureau drumming up
membership.

“From the beginning enthusiasm and
mutual support held us together,” Mrs.
Sands said, who believes she will soon
be relinquishing her membership now
that her twin sons are of school age.

“Membership tenure runs about
three or four years when we need each
other the most,” said member Linda
Noble.

“What we have to offer is probably
the most beneficial to the pregnant

.woman who has just learned she is

going to have twins and those with
newborns. But it is a support system
for all of us who have problems that
‘are unique to the mother who has sin-
gle children,” she said.

Members joke about twins being gen-
erally the youngest children in the fam-

y.

“The chances of your having a sec-
ond set of twins are so great, most of us
just back off and settle for the family
we have,” Mrs. Sands said.

Since the first few meeeting over
coffee and conversation in one anoth-
er’s homes, members have heard pro-
grams led by child psychologists, pedi-
atricians, social workers, time man-
agement and stress reduction experts,
all geared to the problems of mothers
of twins. .

EARLY ON, when there were not
more than a handful attending the
meetings, members went ahead with
the club’s first sale of used children's
clothing, an event that is traditional in
Mothers of Twins Clubs nationally.

Five women gathered up matemity
clothes, infants and children’s clothes,
equipment, and toys and exchanged
them among themselves.

Six months later they opened the sale
to the publie.

‘“This past spring we had a line cir-
cling the Masonic Temple an hour be-
fore the sale opened waiting to get in
the door,” Mrs. Sands said.

Several mothers have arranged to
take off the entire day, Saturday, Sept.
12, when their next fund-raising sale is
scheduled in the downtown temple.

Many of the items that go on sale are
two of a kind, but the members also
donate a host of household equipment
and misclleaneous items in hopes of
adding to the club's coffers. In addition
to the summer picnic, the club throws a
winter holiday party, and some period-
ic pot luck dinners, cookie exchanges,
makeup demonstrations, pool parties
and the like as social affairs.

New chamber orchestra
coming here for concert

By Shirlea Iden
staff writer

’ Through the years Benyas played in
the Southfield Youth Symphony and the

Facing the music may be tough for
most folks, for.Edward M. Benyas, it’s
a'matter of choice.

The 18-year-old University of Michi-
gan sophomore climbed onto the piano
bench for lessons at age 4, later turned
to the oboe, and recently, is developing
as a composer, arranger and conduc:
tar.

-Growing up, music was always part
of his life. Where programs didn't exist,
Benyas created them.

_Tonight at 8 p.m. at the Franklin
Park Apartments before a gathering of
senior citizen residents, he will conduct
the Bloomfield Chamber Orchestra, a
group that is ane of those creations of
his. Their program will include Beetho-
ven, Faure and Mozart.

~ An ensemble made up of student and
professional musicians, the Bloomiield
Chamber Orchestra has 25 members
from around the metropolitan area.
Benyas is its musical director.

“Before he returns to U-M for studies
in both music and liberal arts next
month, the chamber group will present
another Southfield performance, a
free-to-the-public concert at Tel-
Twelve Mall at 1 p.m. Aug. 22.
-Organizing musical groups isn't new
to Benyas. Born in Detroit, he has re-
sided in West Bloomfield for 10 years
and was graduated from Roeper
School.

I“FOUR OR FIVE years ago at
Hoeper, I organized chamber music
groups because we couldn't have an or-
chestra or band,” Benyas explains.

His artistic endeavors have always
been encouraged by his parents, Shirley
Henyas, a soprano and vocal music
teacher, and Robert, an-award-winning
photographer. Benyas has one brother,

*+0ur house is designed as kind of a
eoncert hall, so it's ideal for rehears-
«als,” he says.

)

West as well as

at weddings and concerts, including
some at the Ann Arbor Art Fair.

This is the third summer he has
played for performances at the Will.Q-
Way Playhouse, a job that has given
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Edward M.Benyas has been a musician for half his 18 years. Tonight
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he will conduct the
concert.
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Sometimes an event will be arrapged

just so twins can meet twins.

IN SPITE of its name, the Farming-
ton Area Mothers of Twins Club does

not restrict membership to residents-

only.
“If they need our support, they're
welcome,” - Mrs. Noble said, who was

the driving force behind the publication

of ‘A Pair Makes a Full House.”

“Members have come and gone from
places like Southfield and Novi,” Mrs.
Noble said. “But we have beard from
women as far away as Roseville and
Pontiac who had somehow gotten hold
of that book.”

Deb Kembell takes over the presi-
dency of the club for the 1981-82 sea-
son, with her vice president Liz
Fitzgerald.
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Sean and Cory Noble cavort on the monkey bars during a summer
outing for twins. Their mother, Linda, is a past president of Farming-
ton Mothers of Twins Club; the group spearheaded the publication of
‘A Pair is a Full House."
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Flneen-rﬁunlh-old Erin and Kerry Fitzgerald are the Farmington Mothers of Twins Club for

the 1981-
daughters of Mr. and Mrs. James Fitzgerald. Their year. ¢ &
mother, Liz, has been elected vice president of

FINAL DAYS TO SAVE!
Genuine

Brass Beds

A superlative collection of
glistening brass beds, custom-
crafted and hand-detailed

Qur coliection of genuine Brass Beds and
Headhoards are stunning to see. The
brass is masterfully crafted in designs.
which introduce exquisite beauty into your
home. Each style is specially coated to
maintain a [asting shine... only care
needed is occasional wiping with a soft.
dry cloth. Available in many sizes... some
in stack for delivery now. Saleends’
9/5/81.

A. Tho “Windsor" queen size

- bedfeatures classically simple Sale
lines fashioned in extra large,  $ 7400
tubutar brass. Headboard 60"

h., foolboard 42" h.

B. The “Regeance” queen

size bed is a lotally romantic

expression of sumptuous Sale
brass beauty, enduring style, $1600
Headboard 76" h.. footboard

C. Oenate “Golden Anniversa-

1y queen size bed suggests

the chambers found in French Sale
manor houses of old with its $1500

elaborate posts. Headboard
80" h., footboard 80" h.
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Telegraph at Long Lake Rd.
Bloomfield Hills
open Mon., Thurs. & Fri. 'lil 9+644-7370




