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drop the name. Every traveler loves
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“ami. Fridays on WCAR-AM (1090).

.started the radio show in January of

By Yvette Cardoza
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t l MONG THE few adventures left
g in this semi-civilized world is
rave er A aride on a Haitian tap tap.

A tap tap is Haiti's answer
to Greyhound, but it’s more than just a
bus. It is a palette for budding Haitian
artists and a slice of Haitian life.

During my recent trip to Haiti, I de-
cided a tap tap would not only get me
cheaply from Cap Haitien to Port au
Prince, but also would spare me the
usual tourist traps.

It was 7 a.m. when my friend and I
found ourselves standing with our lug-
gage in the middle of a muddy street in
Cap Haitien on Haiti's north coast.

Along the curb stood half a dozen
standard vans and small flatbed trucks
of indeterminate vintage, their paren-
tages long ago blurred by mud and
potholes.

Upon the flatbeds, each driver had
painstakingly hammered a rectangle of
wood, furnished with crude, thinly pad-
ded benches. A few of the newer ones
had standard van seats.

to another

What do travel writers do when
they get together? Talk about
travel, just like you do, reliving the
greal times and the disasters,
savoring great discoveries.

- My friend and professional
associate, Yvette Cardozo of Miami,
who writes about tap taps on this
page today, remembers very well
the first time she heard about these
cororful painted Haitian “taxis.”

“A couple of friends who runa
Haitian scuba-diving shop decided
to go native, taking tap taps
régularly for the one-hour ride from
their home to Port au Prince.

“They changed their minds the
daj the tap tap arrived with 31 live
goats on the roof. The goats had
been pretty thirsty before leaving.
They tanked up. And there wasa
stiff breeze.

“That was the day our friends
bought a car.”
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WE CHOSE a vehicle that was
slightly shinier than the rest, a Toyota
pickup whose driver wanted $4 apiece
for the trip.

We were apprehensive about letting
g0 of our luggage until we saw the stiff-
legged fellow with folded arms stand-
ing on the roof. One look at his face and
we decided nobody was going to mess
with the luggage. Rooftop guards are
standard practice here.

What makes these little buses stand
out is the artwork upon their sides. Tap

SOMETIMES WHAT you talk
ahout are secret discoveries, like
the one that Nancy Kennedy of Ford
Times magazine made one day in
Chicago. I can't claim any credit of
this little travel treasure. T just
followed along, sure that Nancy
would find us a great restaurant.
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Amid the tropics of Haiti, art cruises by on 4 wheels

She did.

Le Chateau is a new restaurant,
with an adjacent bakery, at 41 E.
Superior, 2 few long blocks from the
Water Tower, Nancy and her
mother had stumbled upon the
bakery on a previous trip, before the
restaurant itself was open, but she
couldn't find any Chicagoan with
inside information about it so we
went to check it out for ourselves.

America is full of pseudo-
sophisticated restaurants, where
flounder disguised as sole floats in
an unknown sauce. So it is a special
pleasure to walk into the simple
elegance of this restaurant, which is
owned and managed by Swiss Air
Lines.

The dark wood and white walls,
the glisten of the pastry table, the

taps are like hngerpnnfs no two are
alike.

Ours was a profusion of hot, strong
color — fiery reds, deep purples, bright
yellows. There were curtains painted
on the windshield. The hupcaps were a
primary swirl of red, yellow and blue.
Upon each front door was a portrait of
Moses, eyes blazing, with the 10 Com-
mandments in his arms. The sides of
the pickup bore scenes from the Hai-
tian countryside.

The back end showed some kind of
disaster — peaple stumbling through
the turbid waters of a river and crawl-
ing up the banks.

The artwork was primitive but
showed real talent on tap taps. Few tap
tap owners these days do their own de-
signs. It's become almost a specialty.

‘THe buses all have names. OQurs was
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quiet attentive waiters in their “Lange du Ciel” — Angel of the Sky.

Retire Up North the Easy Way

Our home trade-in program lets you step right now into a beautiful home in the north
woods without the hassle of selling your present home. We even offer financing at
below conventional mortgage rates.

Woodside is a Whole New Town that offers you
everything for the Good Life — a complete
community with all the conveniences and services
you need at your front door, and the full flavor of
the frontier in the eastern U.P.'s four-season
recreationland at your back door, including a
golf course, lake, wooded areas, and more. Find
out how you can trade in your home and step
right into the nortiern Michigan lifestyle you've
always dreamed of. Call collect today for

black suits — excuse me while I
rhapsodize. The food was wonderful.
‘The wine was wonderful. The bill
was high. If you are playing any
games of one-upmanship this week,

One was called Deliverance, another
was Discipline, and a third was Bath
Sheba. My favorite was Shad Rack.

IT IS SAID tap taps began appearing
just after World War IL They've al-
‘ways been rattetraps, barely sputtering
along on faith, Hence the name “tap
tap.” Supposedly, that's after the sound
of their vintage engines. “Tap tap” is
also local slang for hurry up, so the
choice of origins is yours.

We were told it was to be a five-hour
ride. Why then, I wondered, did one
woman come equipped with food for
two days — and a flashlight?

There are some tricks to riding tap
taps. Pay the driver more and he'll let
you sit up {ront, where it is cooler and
more comfortable. If you've already
missed the choice perch, buy two seats
in back. With luck, you'll wind up with
space for one and 2 half.

" Remember the car stuffing contests
of the 1950s? Add a couple of chickens,
a goat or two and some errant furni-

toreally discover a new restaurant.

USUALLY I swap stories with
other travelers one-to-one over a
barbecue or a drink, but sometimes
there is a larger audience. 1
swapped tales for a full hour last
week as the guest on a radio travel
show called “Around the World in 60

MID-WEEK MINI VACATION

+swimeming, gglt
«air conditioned tennis
*saunas, whirlpools

+dining and dancinn

+air conditioned racquetball
and squash

« 1hr. trom Det./Pt. Huron

« Ameican Doliar never
worth more

The host is Barry ZeVan; you
know him as one of the weather
broadcasters on Channel 4. ZeVan

this year and is still building an
audience for the travel information
and interviews he offers.

‘And of course the first thing we
did when we met was to swap

stories. “When I was there. . . ." 6§15 RICHMOND ST,

R .
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Please turn to next page
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MiniVacations. Minutes Away.

Need to get away from it all?
‘And SAVE GAS, jump inta

your car and drive to the
Northfield Hilton for a super
weekend fling at an un- suger,
fittle price. Go ahead - spml
-yourself. You deserve it.

UHWINDER

- Luxurious room
*Cocktail in Hurley's,
our contemporary lounge
with nightly entertainment
and dancing on a stainless
steel dance floor

* All-season indoor paol

+ Saunas

- Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works {or room
service)

« Free parking

- $37.81 per person,
double occupancy

HONEYMOONING

- Luxutious room

- Bottle of champagne

- Entertainment and
dancing in Hurley's

+ Indaor pool and saunas
- Leisurely breakfast in
Wicker Works {or room
service)

- Free parking

+ §70 per couple

Tips and taxes are included!
Call 879-2100 for calor
brochures on our

Unwinder and Honey-
mooning packages.

NORTHEELD HILTON
00 ¢ rooks Rd at 175
Tren. Mx hgan 38098

13879-2100
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As advertised on ABC's “Good Morning, America”
and CBS's “Sunday Morning.”

A
Y

it
bl

§

Collect Phone:
(906) 495-5621
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Les Cheneaux Home

Caribou Condominiums. 1196 sq. f1.. 3 bedrooms.
192 baths, from $16.900.

Barbeau Townhouses, 1568 sq. ft.. 3 bedrooms.
1 bath from $19.400

Les Cheneaux Humet, 2146 sq. ft.
134 baths. from $35.000.

Many other models available.

. 3 bedrooms.

Venture

G Life IDADDSIDE

on

LAKE

INDIAN RIVER
NMICHIGAN

EXCIUSIVE AGENT: A K. St & Son Realy
inaion Rer. Mihigon 29749
(616) 2389338
On-sie Sales Office & Model
e __616)238:8821
PLEASE SEND
Sales information
Vacation Rental Information

Name _
Street
CilyiState ____
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panoramic loke views o~ 1600 feet of 'axe
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Burt View

An ophonal professional management program
1s avarlaple f you wish 10 rent your Burt View
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