8B% %(8,F-8D,Ro-6D, k144, RW,G-11A)

Thuraday, August 27, 1881

Over the mountains, through the forest

Continued trom preceding page

ture on the roof. Then paint it like an
Easter egg and you've got the picture
of your average tap tap.

At the city gates, a uniformed police-
man stopped the bus and asked us
something. Since we speak neither
French nor the locally-brewed Creole,
we never did find out what he wanted.
But he seemed satisfied when we
pulled out our pink tourist cards. Ex-
cept for that one spot, police along the
road did nothing more than wave.

Suddenly, an unfinished bridge
loomed into view. Without breaking
speed, our little truck rumbled down
the bank and sank floorboard deep into
the water. Several hundred yards later,
we lunged up the other bank and went
on our way.

AS THE MILES UNFOLDED, so did
the face of rural Haiti. The land is 2
curious mixture of lush tropics and
parched desert. Mud-walled huts were
roofed with palm thatch. Mango trees
grew between the houses; lines of well-
trained cactus took the place of fences.

At the roadside, in the shade of trees,
sat women and children near mats
piled high with mangoes. Besides them
stood gallon jars of light-brown paste.
It was peanut butter — Haman style

very careful, understandable when one
constders that the tap tap driver is also
owner. He is jockeying his life’s invest-
ment through a country were the aver-
age annual wage is $130.

BEYOND THE FIRST CROP of
mountains south of Cap Haitien, the
tand turns to dust. The bananas and pa-
paya, the lush greenness and red clay
soil give way to cream sand and cactus

with lots of spice.

People along the road shouted. Oth-
ers waved. When we stopped scant
minutes in tiny crossroad towns,
friends passed pckages to riders. Rid-
ers passed packages to friends. And
sellers with fruit or bright pink soda
pop hovered around the windows.

The streets were lined with piles of
wares for sale — row upon row of plas-
tic sandals, straw hats, silverware, en-
amel pots. Corn dried in the sun.

Among the crush of goods and peo-
ple, a few stood out: a little girl with

her head held high beneath a giant bas-
ket of charcoal, a wrinkled old woman
huddled over piles of bread, a stringy-
armed man with a freshly killed pig on
his back, trying to maneuver his load
through the crowd.

All too soon, we would start and the
town was behind us.

Sometimes we would overtake an-
other tap tap. Could we pass on the nar-
row mountain roads? The drivers were
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Haiti's moving art is a colorful
display of

trees whose fuzzy trunks are topped
with spine-studded plates for leaves.
Vast forests of these strange trees line
the roads. The serubby mountains look
like the American southwest.

The desert is broken often by unex-
pected green, by a vestpocket rain for-
est or a couple square miles of rice

paddies.

Evenlually, we broke lhmngh the

last mountain pass and came back
down to the sea. The mud-walled huts
drew closer and closer together. There
was a brick-walled building. Then two.
Ang finally, we plunged back into ur-
ban life at the outskirts of Port au
Prince.

‘This was not our first tap tap ride in
Haiti. Like everybody else around, we
took to hopping them for the 30-mile

Remember the car
stuffing contests of the
1950s? Add a couple of
:l‘ip ef:lum ‘our resort to town. We chickens, a goat or two
earned, the hard way, that it's best to :
use paper money. American quarters and fome errant
— though worth one and a half paper furniture on the roof.
gourds — are exactly the size and feel Then paint it like an
of a Haitian coin worth pennies. Easter egg and you've
There are far kinder things to do to got the piclure of your

one’s body then spend half a day in 2
tap tap. But it would be a shame to
miss the adventure.

average tap tap.
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Townhouse Design
Hideaway Valley Phase Il is currently under construc-
tion. Natural toned cedar townhouses nestled in
secluded hardwood setlings. . . some with panoram-
ic lake views and all featuring 3 spacious bedrooms,
2Y2 baths, designer kitchens and wood burning fire-
places; over 1500 sq. ft. of affordable luxury, plus a
full walkout basement for future expansion, attached
garages and a large entertainment deck.

You'll enjoy the heated pool, p
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on trucks and buses. Anls(s say
the best way to hide dents and
scratches is to make them part
of the scenes.
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1 DELUXE
IAWAILAN TOUR

October 25-November 9, 1981

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Call our Travel Desk at 591-2300 Ext. 244

Clip and Mail to the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers Travel Desk, 36251 Schoolcraft Livonia, MI 48150
$150 DEPOSIT PER PERSON WILL HOLD YOUR RESERVATION

HONOLULU — 5 Nights
Round irip tourist class airfare from Detroit via American
Airlines
Orchid Lei Greeting on arrival
Deluxe coach transfers between airport and hotel

- Five days and five nights at the deluxe Hilton Hawaiian
Village
A hali-day tour of Honolulu—see lofani Palace, the
capitol building, the Punchbowl, an extinct volcano that
is now a memorial cemetary. Your tour also includes a
visit to Manoa Valley.

<Welcome cocktail party in Honolulu hosted by The
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and Hamilton, Miller.
Hudson & Fayne Trave! Corp.

KAUAI — 3 Nights
Inter-istand jet via Aloha or Hawaiian Airlines
Deiuxe coach transfers to your hotel
Three days and nights in Kauai at Kauai Holiday Inn
- Sightseeing tour
- Golf, tennis, ocean and pool swimming

MAUI — 3 Nights
* Inter-island jet via Aloha or Hawaiian Airlines

© Deluxe coach transfers featuring a stop at the 1o Needle
enroute 10 your hotel
Three days and nights in Maui at the beautiful
Inter-Continental Maui
* In Maui, explore on your own the tropical splendor of this
paradise

* Golf, tennis and pool swimming

KONA — 3 Nights

> Your Aloha or Hawaiian jet will fly you to Kona, known for
its black lava sand beaches

° Deluxe coach transfers to your hotel

° Three glorious days and three romantic nights in
fabulous Kona at the Kona Hilton

° Golf, tennis. ocean and oool swimmina

° Hawaiian Luau-a feast of exotic island delicacies ina
traditionat native setting.

°Kona Historical Tour.

per person

$1489 =

PRICE GUARANTEED

25 couples
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Completely escorted by Hamilton, Miller, Hudson & Fayne Travel Corp. and the Observer & Eccentric Newspaper




