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the movies

= Louise Snider

‘The Last Metro’
playfully captures
thespians at work

Even during their serious moments, there is something about
most movies by Francois Truffaut.that call to mind a child’s sense
of play His latest movie, “The Last Meu—o whlch he dlrected and

d with S

it

Set in Paris during the Nazi octupatlon of Wnrld War | 11, it tells
the story of a theater owner, Marlon Steiner (Catherine Deneuve),
and a group of actors trying to put on a play and maintain some
‘semblence of normaley during the repressive years of 1942-44.

The title refers to the curfew and the importance of catching the
last subway of the night. It is symbolic of the oppressive German
presence even while outwardly life appears to go on as usnal.

But life does not go on as usual. Marion, an actress, has been
forced to assume the role of theater manager because her husband
Lucas (Heinz Bennent), the theater’s manager and director, is a
Jew and had to leave the country. .

INITIALLY, Deneuve appears to be cast once again as an aloof
beauty. One of the twists in “The Last Metro,” however, is that we
discover the cold, businesslike attitude she maintains is used to
mask deception. .

Her husband has not fled; he is living in the basement of the
theater where-Marion visits him each night and bnngs him food
and news of the productions.

Through a conduit from the stage to the basement, Lucas listens
to the rehearsals. He tells Marion his suggestions for changes, and
she passes them on (as Af they were hers) to O.he director who has
taken Lucas’ place.

While Marion is Lrymg to keep the theater gomg and her husband
safe, she has become attracted to her leadmg man, Bernard
(Gerard Depardieu), a new member of the company.

‘The complications that ensue — the love triangle, the threat of
Lucas being discovered, the ominous warnings of the anti-Semitic
theater critic, the individual problems of cast members — are
suffieient to keep an audience in a continual state of attentiveness,

TO A LESSER degree, “The Last Metro” does for the stage what
Truffaut’s “Day for Night” did for the movies. Scenes cut and
weave between the theater and real life, and iliusion becums as
important as reality.

This is where the director’s wonderfully childlike sense of play
becomes important. He engages us in his make-believe games,
sometimes catching us up in the play within the movie, then ]oltmg
us back to the “reality” of the movie.

This game which provides such pleasant moments also raises a
question about the historical relevancy of Truffaut’s movie. For a
story set duing such dark day: of history, it manages to be surpris-
ingly devoid of passi or

Take Truffaut’s Nazis, for example. They spout terrible propa-
ganda, but they are not such terrible people. After all, they do
flock to the theater eager to absorb French culture.

1¢'s very gracious to Truffaut to be so fair-minded, but depicting
the most babaric era in modern times as a period of unpleasant-
ness is an absurd extension of good manners.
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what's at the mo\(ies

COMIN’ AT YA (R). A Western with a new-old twist —

AMERICAN WEREWOLF IN LONDON (R). Strange happenings in Lon-
don and on the moors in this macabre spoof of horror mnks

) mm {PG). Dudley Moore is a playboy millionaire in love with Liza

elli in this contrmporary comedy. B
BLOWOUT (R). Jahn Travolta and Nancy Allen star in Brian DePalmas
murder mystery centering around the accidental recording of 2 mur-
der.and the cover-up attempts that follow.

CEUCHUANDTHEPH]LLYFLASE(PG).Mnslof the laughs are
provoked by the costurnes in this caper with Alan Arkin and Carol
Burnett as two eccentric down-and-outers who find a briefease with
valuable documents. .

3-D. Put on the
specs and have ﬂamlng arrows, bats and rats comin’ at ya.

ENDLES LOVE ﬂl) Brooke Shields and Martin Hewitt are two passion-
ate teendgers who become 30 obsessed with one another that it drives

FIRST MONDAY IN OCTOBER (R). Jill Clayburgh is the first woman
appointed to the Supreme Court and Walter Matthau is her most per-
sistent adversary in this bright comedy-drama.

MOSCOW DOES NOT BELIEVE IN TEARS. Sentimental romance fo-
cuses on three Russian women and looks at their expectations in the
19508 and lhzu' lives 20 years later. Won the Academy Award as Best
Foreign Film.

RAIDERS ()F THE LOST ARK (PG) Produced by George Lucas and
directed by action-| its Amer-
icans against Nazi agents in a race to aéqumz a sacred aru!act that
givesits possesscr invincible power.

STRIPES (R). “Pr[vata Ben]amm" from a different perspective. Bill
Muyrray is an Army récruit in this military comedy about the rigors of
basle training and woman chasing.

SUPERMAN II (PG). The story continues as Superman stroggles to save
the earth from criminals who survived Krypton’s extmchun

them to acts beyond reason.

EYE OF THE NEEDLE (R). Adapted from the best-selling novel, this
suspense thriller and love story stars Donald Sutherland as “the Nee-
dle,” the code name for Hitler’s top agent in England.

Canadian directs ‘Othello’

Canadian Director Arif Hasnain will
stage Shakespeare’s “Othells,” which
opens Meadow Brook Theatre's 16th
season at 8:30 p.m. Oct. 8 on the Oak-
land University campus near Roches-
ter.

The annoyncement was made by

* Terence Kilburn, director of the profes-

siona) theater,
Stratford Festival fans may remem-

Music Study Club of Metropolitan

* Detroit will open its season with a pro-

gram by Flavie Varani, pianist, at

.12:15 pm. Thursday at Temple Beth

EL It will be a concert in memory of
Esther Sibrack, longtime board mem-
ber and club officer.

Varani, now a member of the Oak-
land University music department has

ber Hasnain's staging of Ibsen's
“Ghosts” in 1977 which starred Marga-

ret"Tyzak, Nicholas' Pennell and Wil- .

liam Hutt. Hasnain was associate di-

‘rector of the Stratford Shakespeare

I-‘atlval during the 1977 and 1978 sea-

As artistic director of the Manitoba
Theatre Center from 1976-80, Hasnain

appeared as a guest soloist with the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra and with,
many of the symphony orchestras in
Michigan. He has appeared at Lincoln
Center and Carnegie Hall and has per-
formed with Musica Aeterna, with the
Brooklyn Philharmonic under Lukas
Foss and has been a regular artist at
the Newport Music Festival.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences admitted.

PG Parental guidance suggested. All aged admitted.

R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X Nooneunder 18 admitted.

staged Shakespeare’s “Measure for
Measure” and “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,” as well as many other modern
and classical plays including “The Sea
Gull” and “The Crucible.” He also di-
rected at the Vancopver Playhouse and
at thé Performing Theatre Company of
‘Toronto. Hasnain's only other directori-
al assignment in the United States was
at the Cricket Theatre of Minneapolis

He began his music studies in his na-

tive Brazil, by age 20 had toured with.

the Brazilian National Symphony, and

received a .séholarship to study in
France with Magda Tagliaferro. He
won first prize in the International
Chopin Competition in Majorca, Spain,
when he was 18. He later studied with
Rosina Lhevinne at Juilliard and com-
pleted his bachelors and masters at

_at Meadow Brook opener

where he staged a production of “When
You Comin' Back, Red Ryder?” in 1976.

“Othello” is the first play by Wil-
liam Shakespeare produced at Meadow
Brook since the 1978 production of
“The Tempest.”

Information about the 1981-82 Mead-
ow Brook Theatre season may be ob-
tained by calling the box office, 377-
3300.

.Flavio Varani to open Music Study Club season

Manhattan School of Music.

Music Study Club president Helen
Kerwin of Southfield, 353-6245, said
guests are welcome to this memorial
program. Admission is $2. Helen Rowin
is chairman of the day. Future pro-
grams are scheduled for Oct. 22, Nov.
17, March 16, April 20, May 16, and
June8.

Hot stuff

(Above) John Belushi as Emls, a Chicago newspaper co-
lumnist, and Blair Brown gs Nell, an ornithologlst, get ro-
mantic in a comic love story, “Continental Divide.” Loca-
tion shooting was done in Eolorado and Chicago. (Below)
Kathleen Turner as Matty Walker involves William Hurt as
attorney Ned Racine In a plot to murder her walthy hus-
band in the mystery “Body Heat.” Both films opened Fri-
day at metropolitan-Detroit theaters.
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Chuck Muer’s*

"~ Whole Maine Lobster
’N’ Dinver §11.95 P

Come on, lobster lovers. Supplies are high, prices are low- so Chuck
Muer's team can offer you'a terrific deal o' whole Maine lobster, or
for just a liucle more, dip into the famous " "Charley’s Bucket” and
enjoy mouthwatering morsels of Dungeness crab, clam, mussel, corn
on the cob and redskins, topped off with a whole Maine lobster. Or
feast on the New “Bar Harbor Bucket" a real down-east treat at an
|ntr0dunory price. And then there’s Chef Larry's ultimate creation,
“Baked Stuffed Lobster Larey.”

So roll up your sleeves and join us. But hurry! You only have until
September 30th to catch Lobster Maine-ia. -

*Atthese locations .
Diggers River Crab Gandy Dancer
Farmington St. Clair Ann Arbor
Raw Bar Charley's Crab Chuck Muer's
Hotel Pontchartrain ~ Troy Roadhouse

" American Express Honored Toledo

Gantiobater for prizes.

(G THE TOWN

Fri., Nov. 6
Union Birm.
'644-1070 Oskland County
591-0900 Wayne County
852-3222 Rochester/Avon
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All tickets available at Michigan Union
|Box Office and all C.T.C. outlets. FOR

INFORMATION CALL: (313)'
22. -

SURF & TUHF-
RESTAURANT:

Joins Tuesda\ Nights s OFF ANY DINNER ; ’
5 wpifseinnih ! | THERE'S ROOM
lNFLATlonFlGIITERS nner onty iochude special & e cat) | 2 AT THE INN
\s . l 3’ E Mﬁ"mm-:ﬂgi@m%" é A thoughtful way to welcome vis.
4 ha za nn A 689-1258 E itors or clients is a reservation at

$6°® per person

Featuring: Petit Frog Legs (All you
can eut) served with: Cheese Crock
up. Salad,
« Roll and

ROV’

the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational

centers in Ozkland County..
AURANT —_—

T g w00LEMLT #th i, Livema m"';
Cantosess & Ameiican Food 1
Tnvotse Sevthore & Ringsley Iun
] ® Leotic Cocktails @ X

sﬁnﬁgggrasgﬁ?aa Chneset, u",':‘:"‘ﬂwlmbm Woodward and Long Lake Roaa
ALSO IN GRAND BLANC ceemdeiin  Gmmanenssd I Bloomficld Hills

ForRewnmvons Fwasat 410300 - B )

Just off Ex Powed273171. Coseationasy %1400 564-5144 ]
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