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Osteopaths dedicate week to history

When Dr. Frank J. McDevitt of
Farmington was 11 years ago, he had a
ch_est pain for 10 days. He couldn’t
raise his arms. He was taken to a doc-
tor of osteopathic medicine, who deter-
mined the problem concerned the ar-
ticulation of the ribs.

“A few minutes later, the problem
was gone,” said Dr. McDevitt. That the
encounter made a strong impression on
the boy is indicated by the fact that to-
day Dr. McDevitt is president of the
American Osteapathic Association.

For Dr. McDevitt, who has practiced
for 26 years in his Livonia office, last
week was a busy week, it being Nation-
al Osteapathic Medicine Week. The
theme for the week was “Health for the
Whole Person.”

“It has been part of osteopathic phi-
losophy for years to treat all the bedy,
not just the sore throat,” pointed out
the doctor. “We treat the patient as one
whose problem is a sore throat.”

He said the manipulation of bones
and muscles, a hallmark of osteopathy,
is a diagnostic method as well as thera-
py because the parts of the body are
inter-related. “f the structure is wrong
the function will be wrong,” he said.

He added that nutrition s also an im-
portant consideration in osteopathic
medicine.

Because of the emphasis on the
whole person, a greater percentage of
osteopathic doctors enter general prac-
tice or those medical specialities in-
volved in primary care, explains infor-
mational material prepared by the as-
sociation.

Few Chinese
attend college

Although there are some 650 institu-
tions of higher learning in China, there
is room in China’s colleges for only
about 4 percent of the high-school grad-
uates in any year, National Geographic
says.

1t adds that osteopaths are licensed
to practice all phases of medicine in 50
states. In most states, doetors of osteo-
pathy (DOs) take the safne licensing
exam as doctors of ‘medicine- {MDs).
DOs comprise only 5 percent of the
physician population, but treat more
than 10 percent of the American public,
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tion study revealed that “more than 90
percent of all DOs are involved in pri-
mary care medicine, compared to 45
percent of MDs.”

The study also showed that half of
the nation's osteopathic physicians
practice in small towns and rural
areas.

Dr. McDevitt said that before a DO is
licensed, he has to take an internship in
which he is rotated through all depart-
ments of the hospital, “so as to be fa-
miliar with all, and so we are not nar-
rowed in our approach.”

He added that Michigan has more os-
teopathic doctors than any other state.
Nationwide, there are about 20,000.
There are 205 osteopathic hospitals and
15 osteopathic colleges, including one
at the University of Michigan.

Dr. McDevitt and his wife, Barbara,
have seven children. William, a DO, is
in training to become a urologist; Jim
is a computer engineer; Diane is a den-
tal hygenist; and Karen Simon is a reg-
istered nurse. Their daughter Mary
Howell is a bookkeeper, Marlene is a
student at Oakland Community College
and Kathy attends Mercy High School.

Dr. Frank McDevitt

about 20 million people.

In fact sheets, the association also in-
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