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Can you believe
malice is absent

You can't believe everything you read in the newspapers.’ In
fact, judging from “Abscnce of Malice” (PG), you can hardly be- «
lieve anything you read in the papers.

1f you think this view is exaggerated, consider that it is ad-

- vanced by someone who should know what he is talking about,
Kurt Luedtke, former executive editor of the Detroit Free Press.
Luedtke, who wrote the script from his own book, has created an
absorbing social drama that zeroes in on newspapels and their use
and abuse of  power.

The case is illustrated by the actiohs of a fictional daily, the
Miami Standard, which prints a story that nearly wrecks dne per-'
son's life and causes the death of another.The facts in the story are
correct, yet the story is not truthful. By selecting certain facts and
omitting others, by the phrasing of a headline and the use of photo-
graphs, a newspaper can be factual and still present a false image
of a person or an event.

THAT'S WHAT happens in “Absense of Malice.” But the newspa-
per is not the sole culprit. The paper becomes the unwitting but
upe of an pi federal i who is

trying to solve the murder of a union official.

He leaks a story to reporter Megan Carter (Sally Field) that
implicates a local businessman, Michael Gallagher (Paul New-
man), in the murder. Gallagher runs a legitimate business, but his
deceased father had Mafia connections. The investigator hopes to |
harass Newman into using his supposed contacts with the mob to
help the feds uncover the killer. .

The reporter, eager for a scoop, rises to the bait, with terrible
consequences for Gallagher. He retaliates against the newspaper
and the government investigators. His strategy unfolds in a fasci-
nating “Sting” twist.

SYDNEY POLLACK directed the movie and elicited fine perfor-
mances from everyone in the cast except the female lead, Sally
Field. She is supposed to be a seasoned, competent journalist in
line for an editorship, but she acts more like a cub reporter, and a
poor one at that. She looks ready to burst into tears if anyone
rebuffs her.

She doesn't fare any better in her love scenes with Newman. The
reporter and her victim have a brief affair while they are sorting
out the facts (Isn't that conflict of interest?). The chemistry just
isn’t there. They may as well have been communicating with each
other via video display terminals.

Whether in the newsroom or the bedroom, Field’s wishy-washy
performance’ takes awag a lot of credibility from this movie.

*  That’s too bad, because Luedtke has raised some interesting ques-
tions about the ways in which news organizations operate and has
pointed out their vulnerability to manipulation.

Movies generally have treated journalists in a positive way.
They may have been depicted as cynical or nervy, but we could
forgive any rude conduct because it was always in a good cause —
the pursuit of truth. In “All the President’s Men” the role of inves-
tigative reporter practically was deified. With that in mind, “Ab-
sence of Malice,” in spite of its faults, helps give a more balanced
view.

Serious business

Jane Fonda and Kris Knsloﬂerson (ahove) are doing some high-
level iating with Saudi i ,"* a drama about
international high finance. In “Taps,” (below) head of the military

academy George C. Scott is idolized by young cadet Tim Hutton.
‘The cadets rally to the academy’s defense when its existence is
threatened.
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in Luedtke film?

NOV SHOWING

CINDERELLA (G) Based on the French version df the rags-to-riches
fairy tale written more thun 300 years ago, this Disney classic is
being distributed a fifth time: to delight young and old alike.

. MODERN PROBLEMS (PG) ‘;s Chevy Chase and his slapstick antics

again as he stars in this remantic comedy mvnlvmg the mnsadven—

tures of a lovesick air traffi and a fiesty d
Vietnam veteran.
ARTHUR (R) Dudley Moore is a playboy- millionaire in love with Lua
Minelli in this mn!emporary comedy.

HEARTLAND (PG) A young widow with her 7-year-old daughter goes to
work as a housekeeper for a Scottish widower. The two strong-wilied
individuals grow to share thair love for the land and family commit-
ment in 2 drama set in Wyom:ing in 1910.

ROLLOVER (R) Jane Fonda plays a former movie queen who assumes
the most challenging of roles running her deceased husband’s troubled

corporation in a financial war that takes on international proportions.
Kris Kristofferson shares the star billing.

SHARKY'S MACHINE (R) Burt Reynolds is Sharky, once a top undercov-
er cop, demoted to the vice squad. He can accept the assngnment or
turn a colorful crew of vice cops into a personal police “machine.”

TAPS (PG) George C. Scott and Tlmo'.hy Hutton star in this powerful
drama about a group of young cadets who defend the military acade-
my that is their home when its survival is threatened.

THE 'WOMAN NEXT DOOR (R) Francois Truffaut’s modern story of
passionate love set in the Dauphine region of the French Alps.

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences admitted
PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X Nooneunder 18 admitted. N

Beaux-Arts offers studio theater workshops

The Fine Arfs School: Acadernie dcs
Beaux-Arts in Southfield will have fong,
new studio theatre Workshops begi.:-
ning Jan. 16.

‘The workshops will be held Saturday
afternoons through March 23, and the
10-week tuition will be $75 each.

Interview/auditions will be held Jan.
8, from 1-3 p.m., on open-house regis-
tration' day. The Academie des Beaux-
Arts is in the Lycee International at 13
Mile and Evergreen roads.-

Musical Theater Scene ‘Studies will
be conducted by Roger Johnson, a

* stage and vocal ensemble director who

has worked in both Los Angeles and
New York. Dramatic arts workshops
are offered for ages 7-12, 13-18 and
adults.

LAURA NIESEN, an actress,with
the Fourth Street Playhouse, will teach
the children’s workshop.

+ The Studio course for high-school

students will be taught by Eve Pruden.
Jeff Nahan, artistic director of Ac-

tors Alliance Theatre and the Fine Arts

School theatre education director, will

1 ’ —
é moyns AURANT MERRICK'S |

A new professional theater, Actors
Alliance Theatre, is in residence at The
Fine Arts School: Academie des Beaux-
Arts. For further information, call 642-

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
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Bloomfield Hills

RESTAURANT

HAPPY HOUR 2 FOR 1
TUES.-FAL IN THE LOUNGE til 7 p.m..
FRIDAYS 2 for 111l 7 p.m. in Dining Room

1 Chinese Oumnr 3-8
" ForReserar

"CARRY.DUTS Ok DHINESE FOGD
Cunese uncroon 113 dapamese Lunchon 112
3 1panse Dt 5.

Erreontesies
Cosestsay,

P
_ 42131710 15325 Middlebelt - Livonia

Don’tletem
knockyour
block off!

Rest Assured. ..

A thoughtful way to welcome
visitors or clients, is a
reservation at the Kingslex Inn.
We are near all business,

sports and educational centers

in the tri-county area. Call your local

Woodward and Long L. Eohetp protestyoun.

Bloomfield Hills T eGrulr
-TAKE A BITE OUTOF

Woodward Avenue
andlong Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills
644-1400

CRIME

€101 Toa Acmertrg Couocit

Proudly Presents
K Men’s & Women’s
DESIGNER FASHIONS
EVERY WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY

from noon ’til 2 p.m. B
WOODWARD AT LONG LAKE ROAD [
6441400
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50 % OFF

(We invite you to
lenjoy a 50% dis-
count on One En-
tree when a second
Entree of equal or
greater value is
purchased

Coupon Valid
Tues.-Saturday
Evenings Only

5:30 pm-9:30 pm
ated at
American Center
in Southfield

for easy to follow
- directions

and Reservations

-CALL US AT
353-8144

« Not valid for parties
over 10 or in conjunc-
tion with other coupoas
or offers.

 If 3 or more dine, dis-
count applies to least ex-
pensive meal.
sidered an Entree

Expires 1/30/82
Prsent this Coupon
One coupon per couple
+One cheek per Teble
« This coupon supersedes
all other newspaper of-

fers or coupons prior
o T T

1S vonr special night out every
Thursday at Hurl With spectal
prives on drinks, | niertainment

and dancing. So mike Thursdays special,

NORTHFIELD HILTON
5500 Ciiocks Rd. at 175

« Salad Bar Only is con- .

Troy, Michigan 48098
(3131879-2100

@7“6\ MARVIN'S N.Y. DELI

E " whon you join o'l dome (with 2
thetesmat s HY. uekets, cnam-
Det “wuper” e | bagneand
Jawary 241 occason. sosdeshn
From kick-olt i inme 1o
whistle, you can il weene

Well ok — welih hing

thegame on ane of our many giant
Q0 sereen T '3 In case youget the

munchies, there’s no need 1o cave.
your saat —

kel in ersont Other Tabulous

uper”
prizes latet in the day. From noon
1 300p m. you can

Dance center offers classes

tnot dogs.
styyour | pizre,
sour | cossans,

andmorsh

The Midwest Dance Center's annual
holiday Dan¢e Workshop continues
from 6-9 p.m. Monday-Wednesday at
the center, 8556 W. Nine Mile Road, be-

tween Woodward and Coolidge, Oak

Park. B
. Visiting artist Gary Schaaf, from the
faculty of the University of Massachu-

setts, will conduct classes in intermedi-
ate and advanced ballet and modern
dance. Joining him is resident artist
Maureen Hurwitz, wha will teach class-
esinjazz. .

Call 545-8055 or 546—4949 for reser-
vations and information.

“super” ratila willbe whisked

Enclosed 1 my check for
Jques / Marva's MY, Ded

W100X Tdegragh Rood rxthof 12M80) 6222183

A festival in music for the whole family|

It's singing. It's dancing. It's entertainment like
you've never seen.

The Up With People Shaw is an internationally
acclaimed cast of over 100 young people who sing
and dance their way right into your heart. With
music from hame and abroad.

Don't miss this chance to see this beaulitully
choreographed, colorful festival of music.

THE

‘FRIDAY JANUARY 8, 8:00 P.M. at these locations

Birmingham: Seaholm High School
Madison Heights: Bishop Foley High School
Pontiac: Pontiac High School
TICKETS $7.00 for aduits, $5.00 for students & senior citizens
Tickets avallable at Hudsons in Oakland Mall & Pontiac Mall.
Also at The.Community House in Birmingham.
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