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Here’s whdt happened behind the

By Nick Charles
special writer

Each year in the music business is as
exciting and crazy as the last, and 1981
was no exception.

It's amazing how many people come
up to me in the course of a year and tell
me how they wish they had my job. Af-
ter reading this, maybe some of these
people will put away their rose-colored
glasses and be happy with the job they
have.

This section could easily be titled
“The no-good, the bad and the ugly” (as
well as the extremely frustrating).
Those who think the world of rock and
roll and music journalism is easy and
all fun have a lot to learn. The follow-
ing stories are my way of letting down
the image and laughing at my own mis-
takes and misfortunes throughout the
year.

In May, I was in Ann Arbor to talk to
Robin Lane & the Chartbusters at the

Second Chance. Though the Chartbus-*

ters were friendly, Miss Lane was not.
She seemed to think my questions were
lacking” and humorous. Only months
later, I found it humorous that the only
thing she was lacking was a band. The
members of the Charbusters left her
and her moods alone.

ON SEPT. 16, when most smart me-
dia people were enjoying a peaceful
evening listening to the beautiful bal-
1ads of Australia’s Air Supply at Ford
Auditorium, this reporter had to make
the heroic decision to brave the unsea-
sonably cold rain to see the legendary
Kinks at Pine Knob. After enjoying
most of the show from the wings, one
of the road crew mistook me for a fan
and literally threw me off the stage by
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A festival in music for the whole family

it's singing. It's danclng. It's entertainmant like
you've never sean.

The Up With People Show Is an internalionally
scclaimed cast of over 100 young people who sing
and dance their way right into your heart. With
muslc from home and abroad.

Don’t miss this chance to see this beautilully
choreographed, colarful festival of music.
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my throat. (Luckily, I landed on my
feet)

On Sept. 30, Detroit-born Alice Coo-
per played Crisler Arena in Ann Arbor.
Cooper road manager Dan Stevenson
gave me the complete runaround. The
next morning, 1 was still waiting for
my interview. Al T got was a “hello”
and a handshake before they led Coo-
per out the back entrance of his room
as he boarded his bus. Thanks for noth-
ing.
%ne of the strangest with ex-Jeffer-
son Starship vocalist Marty Balin. Bal-
in called at 9 a.m. one morning in Octo-
ber from New Orleans to talk about his
solo album on EMI records. Halfway
through the interview we were appar-
ently interrupted (or T was led to be-
lieve) by an Indian gentleman who
knew very little English. Either the
telephone company has its wires
crossed, or Balin cures his self-inflicted
boredom in strange ways.

The most -recent misfortune hap-
pened during the Billy Squier/Foreign-
er concert at Joe Louis Arena on Nov.
6. Foreigner’s road manager, Alex
King, decided he didn't want to be
nagged about interviews, so most
ple were left out in the cold (literally).
With the help of Capitol (Squier’s label)
1 finally got into the show (which was
half over) and confronted King, who ob-
viously had very little to say. I consider
myself fortunate since the same night a
fellow reporter and dear friend ended
up with a broken jaw from a couple of
the geniuses hired to make our job easi-
er.

ON A LIGHTER note, I went to talk
to that working-class dog himself, pop-
singer/actor Rick Springfield, who was
doing a record store promotion in Lin-
coln Park. Turned out I was recruited
to keep 3,000 screaming female 14-
year-olds away from Rick. Oh yeah, no
interview.

1 did, however, get an interview with
Tiny Tim (not the same day, of course).
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Tiny gave me a private concert during
which he sang and played his ukelele to
a song called “I Wish 1 Was In Michi-
gan." The new tune has all the charm
of his previous hit, “Tiptoe Through the
Tulips.”

Now that I've got that off my chest,
we can talk about the good things. The
Rolling Stones’ once-every-three-years
tour landed on 1981 which brought
them to the Silverdome for two spec-
tacular shows. 'm happy to say that
the whole ordeal was a success. .

A somewhat-awaited show by Chris-
sie Hynde and the Pretenders finally

Royal Oak Music Theatrer on Aug. 19.
Although the band had ‘a great second
album, the live show was somewhat
monotonous.

THE DYNAMIC Pat Benatar played
three shows at Pine Knob in Septem-
ber. On the last show, she donated her
share of the earnings to an organization
for Vietnam veterans.

Canada's hard rock trio, Triumph,
played an excellent show at Cobo with
Frank Marino on Oct. 3. Rocket Rik
Emmett made his fingers fly on new
songs from the album “Allied Forces.”

New bands like Joan Jett & the
Blackhearts, Franke & the Knockouts,
Silver Condor and Loverboy brought
some fresh air to a sometimes stale
rock scene.

On an even more local level, De-
troit's new wheels, WLLZ, finally made
the big move from Detroit to beautiful

Rick Springfield heads ti
ing Class Dog” on the RCA label.

he list of favorite albums for 1981, with “Work-
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Farmington. Welcome.

New hit makers, Radio City, hit the
recording studio. This time it was in
Toronto with Canada’s A&M Record
footing the bill. Can’t wait to hear the
album, that is if we know who you are.
Seems Radio city is looking for a new
name (any ideas?).

Last, but not least, here’s my favor-
ite 10 albums released in 1981. Thanks
to my readers for making this such a

1. Rick Springfield — Working Class Dog — RCA

2. Tom Petty

3. Foreigner — 4 — Atlantic ‘.

4. Journey —
5. The Knack

6. Pat Benatar — Precious Time — Chrysalis .
7. Go Go's — Beauty & the Beat ~ A&M !

8. The Preten

9. Billy Squier — Don't Say No — Capitol
10. The Police — Ghost In the Machine — A&M

— Hard Promises — Backstreet/MCA

Escape — Columbia
— Round Trip — Capitol

ders — 2 — Sire

great year.
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ISUNDAYS AT SCHULER'S...
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family to a delicious

BRING YOUR
BUNCH TO
UNCH!

This Sunday take the whole

Win Schuler’s brunch. It includes
all your favorites that make
Sunday a very special family day.
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