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d by the Troy Educa-
tion Depariment. Sign lanaguage courses
are offered through most local, community

Mul hearing-impaired p«m can't read
lips, and they rely on mgn (anguage to com-
municate. Here Kathy Weich (teft), Bill

By Suzie Rnlllm slnn'r )
staff writer

In the hearing world, deaf people’
are locked out. Only a fraction of the

% hearing impaired can read lips.

Most deaf people can't speak, so
they're helpless when they injure
themselves —unable to call an am-
bulance, a police station or a fire de-

. partment.

“There are 600000 hearing-im-
paired persans in ‘Michigan and
175,000 in -Oakland "and’ Livingston

" “counties. Only about 25,000 use sign
. language,” said Mary Weﬂs diréctor

of the Oakland-Livingston Communi-
ty Services to Deaf Persons (OLCSD).
“There's .no doubt about it — we

need sigriers who have basic Interpre- ~ expl

tive training.

EVEN IF deaf people have special
telephones in their homes, most
emergency centers they call aren’t

equipped with a phane to receive
their calls, Ms. Wells said.

While interpreters can’ 't always as-
sist them in emergency situatioos,
they can help the deaf make doctors
appomtmenls do their banking and

ers willing to learn sign language. To
get the training started, Ms. Wells de-
veloped a pilot program with a
$36,000 federally funded grant.

“We're. looking for United Way
funds and hoping for an extension on
the grant after its June 30 expiration
date,” she added. Anyone interested
in becoming an interpreter can call
her at 334-0333., - .

OLCSD WILL also provide courses
in sign language for hearing and deaf
people alike. Presently, five people
have signed up as interpreters.

“The only answer to help deaf per-
sons is to develop communicators
with sign language skills," Ms. Wells

ained. “Lip reading and note
writing aren't sufficient.

“Only 50 percent of words spoken
actually look like they sound on the
lips. And only 25 percent understand
lip reading, while the rest just guess
atit”

Ms. Wells has taken to the stump to
educate people about what deafness is
and how to help the hearing impaired.
She has talked to court administra-
tors, clubs, county commissioners and

BOTSFORD GENERAL HOSPITAL
WISHES YOU GOOD HEALTH...

botsford
moneceste enaen Q2N 12IT

As part of its continuing commitment
to provide community health educa-
tion and promotion services, Botsford
General Hospital (28050 Grand River,
Farmington Hills, Mi. 48024) will spon-
sor the followirig programs which are
open to all residents of Southeastern
Michigan. For more detailed informa-
tion, please calt 476-1927 or 476-7600
ext. 8091, 8092.

hospital

nrving the comaunty

Diabetes Management - A
series of five sessions - free of
charge.

High Blood Pressure Management -
A series of four sessions - free
of charge.

High Biood Pressure Screening -

communicate in‘auto repair shops.

labor unions, stressing the ‘impor-
. OLCSD is searching for interpret-

and Long-term Follow-Up
tance of having interpreters on hand.

Stop Smoking Program - One
of the most effective such pro-
grams in the country. $100.00
per participant.

Stress Mananement - A series
of five sessions. $20.00 per
participant.

All programs are ava:lable to any

education cepartments.

Weich and Julia Duda (haeﬁground) learn
lhtaI alphabet in a sign language course

| ]No compent’ on Spreen arrest

4 have nothing to say about the case

¥ "
chhxgan assistant anomcy general refuses to discuss a atall.can “e” you a"y' hing.” Sheritf Spreen: interest comminity groups, organizati-
reltest for,an arrest Warran. charging Oakland County —‘353'5’3"'5"0”"-‘7 general He may be charged ons or businesses at their meeting o
Shriff Johannes F. Spreen withassault. John Wilson with assault. work site.

n Dec. Il ‘Oakland County utor L. Broooks Patter-
sa asked Astistant Attorney General John Wilson to investi-

gee the warrant request. !

‘I have nothing to say about the case at all. I can't tell you
apthing,” Wilson said when asked if the request were being
irestigated. .

A spokesperson in Pauersm 's office said she hasn't
reeived any reports from Wilsop’ s office.

visitors in and out. In'a reporl Ovcrby sa:d ‘he wanted
Spreen arrested [or “simple assault” because he unlawfully
grabbed me by u-e arm and detained me without reason.”
SPREEN MAILED his own three-page report to the me-
dia, which states/that the sheriff was angry because the se-
curity desk was\inmanned.
Spreen's repdkt, actually authored by Dep\lty Mare Coo-

TUNE IN TO
SONY TRINITRON
s

Levons
19 INCH COLOR

DELUXE MODEL KV-1913 |

THE ARREST warrant inquity stems from a complaint  per, sald Spree: asked Overby his‘pame, then requested his Walnut
fed against the sheriff by Sgt. Keith Overby, who works for . special deputy ¢ard and his permit to carry a concealed s a4 19-INCH ik Finish
fe county safety division under the county executive. . weapon. Cooper said Overby was-sarcastic and “exhibited a ONLY 444 $

Overby charged Spreen detainled him against bis will in  high level of emation” when asked for the identification. SONY

e Igbby of the county jail at 4:30;p.m. Dec. 20. Overby conterided that Spreen had no right to detain him With This Ad 1982 Mode!

Brand New in Cartons
19" screen measured diagonally « Trinitron Color System « 14- -pushbutton design «
Up/down channel search » Express Tuning: instant channel control with soft-tauch
14-pushbutton electronic tuning system » Newly developed picture tube for
improved picture quaity - Sharp resolution even at cosners » Advanced tuner for
greater sensilivity and selectivily % Salid State » Brand new.

Qverby was assigned to the fropt desk at the Jul. signing

JCC offers bagpipe class

\
. t
Registration is going on, and therq
are many class times available.
Contact the educational services off-
ice at either campus for details,

in the jailhouse lobby.

Classes to play the Great Highland
3agpipe begin Jan. 19 and 22 atjthe
Orchard Ridge and Auburn Hills cam-
puses of Oakland Community College.
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42-4472
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START THE NEW YEAR OFF WITH A
SUCGESSFUL ‘DIETFOR

« Jenn-Air

« Thermador!
« Corian |
« G.E. Kohler; 5
+ Kitchen-Aid A A
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'LETUS RE“EW YOUR HOME

Yubroductony Opfer!
TWO CUSTOM-MADE DIETS
FOR the price of ONE!

'LOSE UP TO 30 POUNDS
THE FIRST MONTH!

Losil
* WITH/COMPLETE CUSTOM WHEN YOU DO IT TOGETHER
82 EAR'OF GETTING TRIM AND STAYING THERE 2t starts from scratch (o build a diat that is bast for your age, height
DESIGN REMODEUNG e o : ks up at two for the prica weight, sex, eating habits and weight loss goals. Only Personalized
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discover why we call this THE LAST DIET - 97600 Farmington Rd., Suite 107
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Deerbom, 23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield Hifls, 4107 Telegraph
1110 S. Rochester Rd,
* Open delty 10-9 Wed. & Sat. 10-6
Use our charge. Visa or Master Charge

Call us todsy. Then d
J&UJ:L E.VE:R1 l:;g!zl?w;f::! two-for-the-price-of-one offer Farmmglon Hifls « 553.232

O&E




