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MASON PURNELL JOHNSON: ‘The rhymes are’ actually simple codes
composed by illiterate people of Britain from the 13th to 17th centu-

ries. They weren't meant for children.’

Congregation at

Bushnell: Congregational Church of
Detroit has been granted permission by
the Northville Historical Society to be-
gin holding Sunday-morning services in
Mill Race Historical Village.

The 9 am. services, with Detroit
Symphony organist Ray Ferguson, the
25.voice Chancel Choir and the preach-

historic site

ing of Dr. Robin Meyers, will com-
mence Jan. 10 in Northville’s historic
landmark. 4
Bushnell is the first church granted
permission to meet in Mill Race Vil-
lage, where it will continue to gather
its new congregation while awaiting
completion of its new building.

Painting price sets record

A world record was set at the De-
cember auction at Stalker & Boos of
Birmingham.

“Le Retour de la Fete,” an oil on
canvas by 19th century Italian artist,
Miecolo Camnicci, established a record
when it sold for $70,000. According to
Frank Boos, president of the art aue-
tion house, this is more than three
times the previous world record price
for a painting by the artist.

Among those bidding was the artist's
great grandniece, who came from her
home in Italy to buy the painting. The
final price, however, exceeded the
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amount she was prepared to spend.
Other highlights among art works
sold were “The Hunt,” oil on canvas by
Max Pitzner, $14,000; “Courtship in the
Barn,” by J.B. Maes and J.D. Col,
$5,000; a set of photo engravings of
American Indian studies by E.S. Curtis,
$4,000; French bronze Empire candela-
bra, $1,600; and a 19th century Japa-
nese woodblock print by Hokusai, $600.
The next auction will be Jan. 29-31.

By Alice Collins
staf writer

Mason Purnell Johnson, who has
written a book about Mother Goose
characters, became infatuated with
Mother Goose when she was a young
child living in the Appalachian Moun-
tains in Kentucky.

Her feelings only grew stronger
when she was warned that Mother
Goose just wasn't for her.

“An” Appalachian woman told me
they (Mother Goose rhymes) were not
suitable for children to recite because
they were about evil people,” she re-
calls, “I was very puzzled about that.”

She was also intrigued.

She began to learn more about
Mother Goose rhymes, these crazy
catchy verses, when she was going to
college in Detroit.

And what Mason Johnson found out,
enhanced her love and has been a

| motivating and directing force in her

life ever since.

MRS. JOHNSON, 77, and living with
ber busband in Bloomfield Township,
published her first book about three
weeks ago — “History and Gossip in
Mother Goose Rhymes.”

“It wasn't until ¥ was in college that
I discovered the fact that Mother
; Goose Rhymes were about real peaple,
+ and my search for their identities be-
' gan,” she said in an interview last

ee .
She reveals the results of her life-
long research in her book. “The rhymes

Mother Goose rhymes

Telling tall tales of the times

TAKE FOR EXAMPLE:

“Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall
Humpty Dumpty has a great fall
All the king’s horses and all the
king’s men
Ccmft put Humpty Dumpty together
again.” .

Humpty Dumpty is Richard III, Mrs.
Johnson reveals. “In the rhyme he's
portrayed as a very bad man who stole
the throne from his young nephews and
had them murdered in the Tower of
London. -

“He’s supposed to have been hunch-
back, short, fat and ugly. Somehow,
this became egg-shaped,” she said.

“The rhyme gloals on his fall from
the throne and remarks that all of his
vast armies can’t put him back on the
throne.”

Richard did not murder his nephews,
but this gossip in rhyme caused a histo-
ry to be written of the period putting
Richard in the worst light possible,
Mrs. Johnson said.

NONE OF the nursery rhymes was
written originally, They were passed
on orally. The first publication was in
Boston in the 17th Century.

Mrs. Johnson's interpretations of the
rhymes came, she said, “from years of
reading English and American history,
reading historical novels, diaries and
from casual references in English and
American literature.”

She interviewed people from many
places in the world. Some of her best
sources were Americans in Appalachia
where these rhymes were passed orally
from to ion.”

are actually simple codes d by
illiterate people of Britain from the
13th to 17th centuries,” said Mrs. John-
son. “They weren't meant for children.

“It was a way for the simple people
of the time to criticize and poke fun at
the high and mighty at a time when
free speech was unknown,” she said.
The rhymes convey gossip and are of-
ten untrue, she said.

IN HER BOOK , she reveals the
identity of the piemen who sold pies to
Simple Simon, the spider who fright-
ened Miss Muffett, Little Jack Horner
who sat in the corner, Little Boy Blue
and 01d Mother Hubbard.

“Rock-a-bye haby” was a warning to
Mary, Queen of Scots.
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“Where are you going my pretty
maid?” refers to the well-known royal-
ist admiration for country girls, ac-
cording to Mrs. Johnson. “They were
thought to be better looking than the
spoiled court ladies who were often fat
and ugly.”

MRS. JOHNSON was educated to be
a teacher and received a degree in lit-
erature and writing from Wayne State
University. .

She moved to Detroit from Kentucky
when she was 15. After studying at
Wayne, she got a teaching certificate.
She then taught two years.

. “I quit teaching when I got married
(to law student Oren A. Johnson), but I
immediately went back to Wayne. T
had always meant to get my degree.

“Well,” she continued, “it created
quite a sensation. Married girls didn’t
g0 to school then. Everybody thought T
was divorced or something."

After getting her degree, she went on
with her research, traveled with her at-
torney husband, who at one time was
assistant Wayne County prosecutor,
raised two children, read a great deal,
wrote letters, poems and short short
storie® and painted.

“I STARTED giving talks (on Mother
Goose) to clubs and church groups —
mostly women's organizations — about

15 years ago,” she said. 3

About five years ago her speaking
engagements increased and took moare
the form of lectures. She's also a popu-
lar s er for senior citizen’s groups.
She’s booked up a year in advance now.

“] had no idea of writing a book all
these years. Then I realized people
were showing such fascination in the
rhymes.” 3

Two years ago, she decided to write
the book and spent many early morn-
ing hours at her living room desk put-
ting it down in long band.

She is her own publisher and publi-
cist, with help from her husband, now
retired, and her printer, Harlo Press.

Her book can be purchased at The
Little Professor Bookstore in Birming-
ham, at Metro News Center at Maple
and Telegraph and by writing directly
to her. .

1t will soon be distributed in other
parts of the country.

“I'm rather proud,” she said. “T get
kidded by friends about getting a late

start.

“Its selling very well, with 300 of
the first 500-edition already sold. I
think we'll do another edition.”

Mrs. Johnson is already thinkin,
about her next book. “I've thought of
writing about my husband's family
‘which goes back to the Revolution.”

Cancer society forms unit here

‘The American Cancer Society invites
residents of Farmi i

materials and programs distributed to
medical i schools, librar-

Hills and West Bloomfield to an infor-
mational meeting on the establishment
of a new unit for this area.

The meeting will begin at 10 am.
Tuesday, Jan. 12, in Thompson Brown
Realtors, 32823 12 Mile Road.

There will be films, displays and
i with free i

ies, teachers, businesses, clubs and or-
ganizations.

Members of the society will tell
about support programs and medical
services for cancer patients, their fam-
ily, ministers and health professionals.

An outline of fund-raising activities
will be given. No charge.
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15 & ||
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—
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- HAIR FASHIONS

FOR MEN AND WOMEN

senior Citizens Shampoo & Set. .

27716 SEVEN MILE » LIVONIA
! 5BLOCKS E. OF LIVONIA MAY

ADQUARTERS
g WE STOCK
Fibergiass

Complete insulation.
...$30.00 6 x 15 Unfaced
17 complete -19.
URS. SPECISAGLSO = $12.85/ro11
ULATION Store hours:
INSULATIO Mon.-Fri. 7:30-5:30

Saves YOU Money!
Keeps You Comfortablel Sat. 8:00-4:30

LIMITED

TIME
ONLY

A.0.SMITH

40 Gal. GAS WATER

* SPECIA
$2.19°° INSTALLED*

RHEEM
L*
HEATER

FOR ALL YOUR

HAGGERTY
LUMBER esomes

2055 HAGGERTY, WALLED LAKE

H.A. SMITH

28575 GRAND RIVER (near 8 mile)

474-6610 or 535-8440

BUILDING NEEDS

Quick | [GOING OUT OF BUSINESS
print LOST OURLEASE
__E»_ Name Brand Bedding
Grand Opening OFF

SPECIAL

30%

ONALLOFRCESWRLES SeSroce, Binsiios, acimers. pe
‘With any Printing Job tures, lamps & accessories
LARGE or SALL Furniture
20097 W. 12MileRd. 42301 W. Sexlen MilTI Nor;l;vsi!‘]lg Plaza Mall
Southfleld, MI48076 — orthville  348-
(313) 3546616 =]
OFFICIAL NOTICE
JOINT COUNCIL MEETING
CITIES OF FARMINGTON,

FARMINGTON HILLS AND NOVI

‘The City Councils of Farmington, Farmington Hills and Novi will conduct a Special
Public Meeting on January 19, 1982, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 31555 W.
Eleven Mile Road, Farmington Hills, Michigan.

The purpose of the mecting is to receive recommendations from the consulting firm
of Cable Television Information Cefter on the proposals to provide cable television
services to the Cities of Farmington, Farmington Hills and Novi.

Publish: Jancary 11582

Metropolitan Eye Associates, P.C.
Donaid S. Beser M.D. & Robert D. Beitman M.D.

:g:ﬁi’gg?&i’é"e"“’ 624-4551 or 356-6166 Eye Physicians & Surgeons
427-3125 + 255-6260 + 459-0971 " Are Pleased to Announce
Licansed rared m‘ Mool The Opening of an Additional Office Located at:
ELECTRIC WATER HEATERS PE scope made, For ac-
SAVE THIS AD FOR FUTURE REFERENGE OW e T,EyeE&geoll?jg(edo PR.SSe}!bAaE,“kABgis curate a"ﬂ;'gc‘;', g:‘_ 7001 Orchard Lake Road
— - 5 _GRAND OPENING SPECIAL—+ °'fg‘¥; 33::3 cu:; S)nly West Bloomfield, Mi. 48033
Curl up with a friend! | { ™ o> 0 Bush e 855-3346
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| purchase of used paperback books. |
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By Appointment Only_
Diplomates of the American Board of Ophthalmology

| PERMS for the price of 1

THRU FEBRUARY 8th Now best selling paperbacks,

Come In with 2 | each discounted 50% with ) : N
: iiend befor Feb. 1 purchase of four used books. Mﬁf . 8
- and get a Free "
sC I s s o r s perm_whon 8 | With This Coupon Expires Feb. 28 _ | omotogits
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hale dusign purc 3 569-0502 amond Setters
33604 W. Seven Mile Farrell Shopping Plaza - 0 4%1’ w. An::srg%rog‘;all
S —— FREE HEARING TESTS

Livonia

Northvilla-Free Electronic hearing tests will be given on Jan. 14, 15 & 16
from 8 A.M. 1o 5 P.M. at Cannon Hearing Ald Service -

A hearing aid spacialist will be available to give these free tests at
224 South Main, Northllte.

The tests have been arranged for anyone who suspects they are losing
their hearing. Such persons generally say they can hear but cannot
understand conversation. Testing with the latest electronic equipment will
indicat itcan be helped

Evaryona, especallly those over 80, should have an electronic hearing
test at least once a year. if there is a hearing problem, a {ree electronic
hearing tast may reveal that newly developed methods of correction will
help, even for those who have been told in the past that a hearing aid would
nothelp them.

For those wishing the free test but wanting o avoid waiting, an ap-
pointment for a spacific day and time may be arranged by phoning 345-0657.

These free hearing tests are given for the purpose of making selec-
tions and adaptations of electronic hearing instrumants.

‘Avallable for inspection on the test days will be the NU EAR All-in-The-

FREE SPINAL EXAMINATION

Including a Contour Analysis Photo as shown

Danger Signals of Pinched Nerves:

4, Difficult Breathing
5..Lower Back Pain,
Hip Pain, Pain Down
Legs
Most Insurance Accepted
Serving the Community. for 21 years

ALTER S. GROSS

CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN
27620 Five Mile Road - Livonia
(3rd Block W. of Inkster)

Free exam does not include Z-rays or treatent

DO BETTER WHAT YOU DO BEST
WITH THE HELP OF A COMPUTER
i SEMINAR SCHEDULE

1. Headaches
2. Neck Pain
3. Shoulder Pain

NEC - WORD PROCESSING
NEC - GENERAL ACCOUNTING don. 18
: CALL TO REGISTER

@izpple compukar  espcuazonots
COMPUTERHDRIZONS

37099 SIX MILE RD. 464»5502

E
=
FasE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FREE
FRIE
FREE
FREE
FREE

Ear hearing aid which is especally designed {or nerve deafness.

ATARE
DOOR PRIZE DRAWING
Win $100 Gift Certificate for your favorite grocery store,

when you come in for your FREE Hearing Test.

LIVONIA 427-6333




