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Pianist talks about the delights of chamber music

By Corinne Abatt
staff writer

It takes only a few minutes of con-
versation for Flavio Varani to make 2
strong, convincing case for chamber
music.

Specifically, he was speaking about
the upcoming concert by the Presi-
dent’s Trio im Oakland University's
Varner Hall at 8 p.m. Jan 17.

“This,” he said, “is the most enter-
taining kind of classical music because
each instrument is individuat and more
attention is paid to the character of the
work as it fits the character of the
players . . . .I grew up on that sort of
music making. I spent eight years with
the Newport Music Festival.”

For this concert the musicians will
be trio members Misha Rachlevsky, vi-
olin; Glenn Mellow, viola; and Kevin

Save calendar room for a

Just about this time of year families .

have noticed that it's difficult to hold
home gardeners “down on the farm.”

The first indication of the annual un- *
rest is the time spent looking at garden *

catalogs and colorful travel folders.

The Williamsburg Garden Symposi-
um is the plum of the season. For 36
years, gardeners nationwide have been
meeting at this 18th-century American
heritage center to hear speakers from
England and North America. The sym-
posium will be held March 28-31 in Co-
lonial Williamsburg, Va.

This year the distinguished flower
arranger from England, Mary Pope,
will greet the guests in the Bruton Par-
ish Church. Here guests, as they watch
her arrange flowers, will sit in the
pews labeled in honor of George Wash-
ington, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Hen-
ry or others.

Chinese gardens and many other
highlights will be included with a visit
to the Glouster daffodil area. Meetings
with authorities will help all who at-
tend with their garden interests, There
is a 5:45 a.m. bird walk for early risers
plus a talk by one of my favorites of

Plunkett, cello; along with guests Jo-
seph Striplin, violin; Stephen Molina,
double bass; and Varani, piano.

Varani, a member of the Oakland
University faculty, wants these kinds of
concerts become habit-forming. He
emphasized that the trio, formed just
last year and sponored by the universi-
ty, is “not kid's stuff.” It represents an

high level of musicianshi
and illustrates the university’s commit-
ment to the performing arts, he said.

SCHUBERT'S Trout Quintet, one of
three pieces on the program, offers
Varani an opportunity to perform the
kind of music for which he feels he is
eminently qualified. Not only is his
temprement suited to romantic music,
the piano, he said a romantic instru-
ment.

“Good pianists,” he said, “are ro-

mantic people. The piano is a heroic in-
strument, 2 leader instrument played
against an orchestra.” “The Trout,” he
said, “is the stereotype of great cham-
ber music. It was written during a sum-
mer vacation. The man who commis-
sioned it was an amateur cellist. It was
performed by one double base, one cel-
lo, one violin, one viola and Schubert at
the piano.

“The piece is a quintet, which usually
has four movements. Shubert added an
extra one, a variation on the Trout
song.

“Jt is fun with music, s®mmer musle,
filled with melodies, and continuousiy
the yodelling is there in the back-
ground. The happy life, the good life Is
there.”

As he spoke, Varani mentioned the
sophistication of the great subtle har-
monies and changes of keys in unex-

——

down to

Alice Burlingame

earth

many years, Dr. Marc Cathey, new di-
rector of the U.S. National Arboretum,
Washington, D.C. His presentation will
be “What's Happening in Horticulture.”
There also will be an opportunity to
visit historic area gardens.

So, check your calendar for the treat
of a lifetime. Your columnist has at-
tended many times. Do consider adding
a couple of days in Washington, D.C., to
see the new wing of the Smithsonian
and maybe greeting your congressman,
who can give you credentials for the
White House (this privilege has to be
arranged in advance).

To the inquiry about whether is is
possible to grow herbs as houseplants,
the answer is yes. It’s a treat to walk

up to your potted mint and give it a
pinch in midwinter. A few leaves taste
good in salads. Furthermore, chives,
burnet, catnip, hyssop and rosemary
will grow indoors, too. They like a sun-
ny window.

1 buy garlic at the fruit market,
break it up and plant the sections in
small pots for sharing with friends to
use as “snips” for salads, toasts and
soups.

Costmary is another herb you can
grow in a pot. It is known as the “Bible
Leaf” as it was used as a bookmark in
early days. It has light green leaves
nearly a foot long. The flowers are
small and yellow. Qutdoors it will grow
five feet high, so place it at the back of

pected places.

Schubert, were he lviing today,
would be considered a primitive — a
Gnhr’wlhwln, or a Villa Lobos, Varani
sald.

‘The pianist said the Jan. 17 program
Includes “a wonderful Brahms Sonata
(for cella and piano) and a Rossini
Sonata (for violins, viola and double
hass) that sounds like a fantastic
chojee.”

‘The Brahms, Varani said, is the com-
plete opposite of the Trout. It is philo-
sophical instead of light and happy,“al-
ways dark and deep.”He said his chal-
lenge is to clarify in the Brahms sonata
what could easily become blurred be-
cause so much of it is written in the
lower registers,

VARANI'S enthusiasm for music is
as infectious when he talks about it as

treat

the herb garden in partial shade. The
leaves taste minty.

Hyssop (listed above) has dark green
leaves with biue flowers. It makes a
handsome hedge outdoors. Cut it back
after the flowers appear, It likes par-
tial shade, and you can divide a plant
or make cuttings.

Hyssop has a good, full, spicy taste.
As you forge ahead with your garden
notebook for ’82, remember if space is
tight vegetables don't always have to
be in a vegetable garden. For instance,
herbs can be a border for a flower gar-
den. Strawberries (I saw miniature
strawberries used last year in a prize
garden in Ann Arbor), eggplant and let-
tuce also can be used.

May I suggest you visit your local li-
brary and take out a couple of garden
books? These will give you a chance to
study garden design ideas to help give
your home garden placement a boost.
Our streetside gardens often take a

it is when he is on stage performing.
For him it is an all consuming passion
and it touches almost every moment of
his life.

He is now working on memorizing
Gershwin music for concert perfor-
mances. In preparation for concerts
with the Battle Creek and Mt. Clemens
symphony orchestras in March, he said,
“My Christmas gift to myself was to
memorize Gershwin's Concerto in F. It
is so beautiful, it is a masterpiece of
piano literature. Every year of my life
I'learn one major piece of work. Next
year it will be a Mozart concerto.”

Varani said that while he is from
Prazil originally, he feels completely
‘comfortable playing Gershwin and
American jazz or the Trout quintet
which is really about the Austrian way
of life. He has lived in Austria, knows

the cities and the countryside, has visit-
ed the churches, heard the yodelers, lis-"
tened to the music and savored the food,
and wine. Likewise, he has lived in.
many American cities and traveled
widely throughout the United States.
“I'm a wonderful traveler,” he saif
“When I get to places, I want to fin
my music — walk in the hills, eat the
food. Once you visit a baroque church”
in a German town, you understand,
Bach." b
Other concerts in the President’s
Trio series at Oakland University wi
be Feb. 19 when Jonathan Shames, pi+
ano, will appear with the trio and
March 18 when Donald Baker, oboe’
will be the trio's guest artist. !

Tickets are $4 or §3 for Oakland Uni-~
versity students and senior citizens.

Alumni Mothers of Catholic Central High School stage its second
annual “Winter Glo” at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 20, in thé school
at 14200 Breakfast Drive, Redford. Wtfrking toward the event are

Hills and

Mayrose | (tett) from F

Boles, a resident of Farmington and alumni advisor for the group.

Tickets are $4, at the door.

backseat — many times overgrown

plants need to be pruned and thinned
and a new accent added.
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One does not work because
he is inspired, but becomes in-
spired because he is working.

BF. ChamberlainRealEstate Co. J

Hair Blow...
Hair Color..

Hamillon Place .

642-3410

ONLY THRU MARCH 30, 1982
Onk;

PAVILLION SALON

Men & Women

APER MACHE
CURIOSITY SHOPPE Ltd.
THE ROLLING STONE
LEOTARDS ETCETERA

THE MARKET BASKET

FRANKLIN VILLAGE
1s
SALE JAN. 11 - 16th

\—
THE VILLAGE BARN
CUTIT OUT p
and bring it in for:
SNAAINGS .eveveerrrrererareneeernens :15.50
15.50

UP to 75% Off

T

BESS ORMAN JEWELRY

THE CLOTHES PIN ABOV

N\

ITCHING POST
THEBEVY

ANNIES
RYTHING ANIMALS
THE GOLD ANVIL

OAK PARK
25603 Coolidge
at 10% Mile

DAY & I DA ’s

Dress Shop

..75% OFF

INVENTORY SALE

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
January 15, 16 & 17

OPEN SUNDAY L
11:30 AM to 4:30 PM

Balance of All Fall
Merchandise Marked Down .
SOUTHFIELD

Applegate Square
Northwestern at Inkster
-7202 |

SALE
CUSTOM FRAMING

Now through March 1
you can save on custom framing
at Jacobson's. Our framing
experts will help you select
just the right frame to
complement your cherished
portraits and works of art.
Come in now and take advantage
of the substantial savings.

Jacobson's

BIRMINGHAM

SALE OF FINE JEWELRY

Last three days! A selected collection of 14K yellow 9
gold chains of varying lengths, bangles, bracelets and earrings
at special savings. From our regular stock, each piece
is outstanding in quality, workmanship and is a superb value.

In our Fine Jewelry Salon

Jacobson's :

BIRMINGHAM

OPEN THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS UNTIL 9:00° .M




